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THE 


GREAT DUTY. 


Of Frequenting the 


briftian Sacrifice, 


And the NartuReo the 


ATION Required : 


_WITH 
Suitable DEVOTIONS. 


artly Collected from the Ancient 


LTITURGIES: 


— . 


— 


br as often as ye eat 7555 — and drink this 
Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till he come, 


22 


Jade an ATar whereof they have no right to 
eat which ſerve the Tabernacle, Heb. xi11. 10. 


The Fifth Edition, 
To which is prefixed 


nitrudions for CONFIRMATION. 


3 LONDON: | 


inted by W. B. for J. Churchill at the Black- 
Swan in ee, 1714. 


= 
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The PREFACE. 
N 707 G the maity worthy At- 
tempts that have been made 
JLetrieve the Piety and Devoti- 
„/ be Primitive Times, the pro- 
pt;ng frequent Communion Has had 
| inconftderable Influence; and us 
ancient Practice recovers its 
e Prefection, we may reaſonably} 
helf, that the wonderful Effects 
Ci; will appear iu the Lives and 
nveriation of Chriſi iaus. 
The Duty it ſelf ſeems af preſent 
ch better underſtood than it was| 
merly, when many Very unWary 
courſes upon the Subjeft rather 
couraged thanexcited Men to the 
formance of it. The Preparation 
ooh d upon as ſo difficult and 
denſom, and ſo great a Perfection 
Ficty required in the Receivers, 
t al ſincere Beginners in Religion 
re iuclin'dito thin, that the ſacred 
itution 20 ways related to them; 


the Men of Buſineſs, tho other- 


A 2 
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wiſe very ſerious, were of the Op 
nion, that ſo much more Retireme 
was neceſſary than they could ſpan 
that not being able to prepare rhei 
ſetves, according to ſuch Schem 
they altogether laid aſide the Duff 
and reſerved the Holy Communi 
for their Viaticum in their 
Hours; which, tho an admiral 
means to ſettle and ſecure the 2 

don and Peace of ſuch penitent di 
as have frequented the Altar in 
time of ther Health and Vigo 
yet, I am afraid, will but litthe 
vail thoſe who have wilfully u 
lected it all along in Life. 
Now if Chriſtians did but 
ouſly conſider, that the beſt Pre 
ration for celebrating the holy 
ſteries con/iſted in a conſtant Can 
govern their Lives by the Prect 
of the Goſpel; and that it was 
ficrent if they approached the Lon 
Table w2th honeſt and devout Min 
heartily and ſincerely reſolving 
amend their Lives and truly d 


wnion, that was not his Duty 
ome time or other, though he for- 
ore Communicating. For the holy 


hePREFACE. 


1 and deſirous fo uſe all Means 
ers better ; it 1s impoſſible, J 
, if Men's Minds were Polſeſed 

ith this right Notion of the matter, 
d that they really deſigned to be 
ue io their Chriſtian Profeſſions, 
that they ſhould embrace all Op- 
rtunities of receiving the Holy Sa-| 
ament, and lament every reaſon- 
leCanſe of their Abſence, as a great 
ſigfortune, becauſe it is the beſt 
eans to enable them to diſcharge 
eir Duty. And indeed the Religion 
eliue by, is the Religion we muſt 
ceive by; tho" the Vrethod many 
en take upon theſe Occaſions tempt 
eto believe that they think there js 
great difference between them. 

For my part, I could never aif- 

ver any Duty, ſuppoſing one in- 

ruffed in the Nature of this holy 
tion, that a Man was obliged| 

, before receiving the Holy Com- 


The PREFACE. 


by our Saviour, that where two 


Sacrament dens not ſo much oblige 
to new Duties, as enable us to mah 
go thoſe obligations which the Pr 
Feſſion of Chriſtianity has alrea 
laid upon, tits. 

They that are acquaiuted with 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory, not very we 


chat the Euchariſt iu the pureſt Ages 


the Church, mado a part of their dai 


Publick Service; and when the Deu 


tion of Chriſtians began to declin 


they yet always upon the Lord a- D 


celebrated theChriſtian Sacrifice. O. 
ſecond Service at the Altar ſeems d 
fective without a conformable Pr 
ice to Antiquity in this point; 4 
the holy Exerciſes of the Lord's-Di 


[appear to want their due perfetti 


without theſe Euchariſtical De vol 


bons. To this purpoſe our Church b 


encouraged a conſtant weekly Co 
muniou, by permitting it to be ce 
Rubrick after rated where three or fo 
Commun. Perſons Are ready and wil 
lingto communicate; as being aſſur 


thr 


_ 


—— [ 


a a 


1 
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ree are gathered together in his 
ame, there he is Hhimſelf in the 
idſt of them. Aud if the parochial} 
iniſter ſhould begin with ſuch a 
mall Number, it is likely they would 
Wickly increaſe, at leaſt it will de- 
ponſtrate his own Zeal toſhew forth 
he Lord's Death, and may bring 4 
Bleſſing upon his Pariſh, as well as 
pon the other Labours of his holy 
Ro : | 
In order to quicken the eftabliſhing| 
this primitive Devotion, I caunot 
bear ſuggeſting an Obſervation 
nade by ſeveral  ZheReverend Cler-| 
ry, who have been zealous in this 
Matter, viz. That where Communi-| 
ns have been frequent, the Number 
df the Communicants have ſenſibly 
ncreaſed ; hich, 1 think, ought to be 
10 ſmall Encouragement to have the 
oly Myſterzes celebrated iu allParidh 
purches every Lord's-Day ; becauſe 
this ſhews agreat Diſpoſition in the 
Laity o be bronght to a Senſe of their 
Uuty, and conſequently muſt animate 
A 5 ft 


pp + : FT. # 


it 
| 
7 
i 


/ 


7 
Y 
J 


0 
I! 


w 


pil TY. g 
e. 


re Zeal of therr Paſtors to grve th 
ach frequent Opportunities of con 
memorating the Death and Paſſion, 
our bleſſed Saviour. 4 
To this holy End and Pur poſe 

have endeavour d by proper Aro 
ents to preſs the —_ of frequer 

ommunion upon the Conſtrences 
Men; for all thoſe Motives that per 
uade us to communicate at all, ough 
o prevail upon us to doit often ; an 
it appears to me very plain, that 
\fncere Chriſtian, not otherwiſe lau 
ully hinder d, can juſtiſie going out 
he Church when the Chriſtian $1 
\crifice i celebrated; nor is there att 
Pretenceor Excuſe ſuffuciently vali 
Vor a Man that is in earneſt with 
Religion, ta turn his Back upon 1 
Holy Table, when the heaven 
Banquet zs there prepared. 
1 have no Deſign to puſh thoſe fir 
ward that have pitch d then Tents i 
the quarters of the Enemy; becai 
being under the power of evil Habits, 


Wn - 


their receiving as well as their pray: 
- « . ' 7 


®, 


The P. E FA CF. 


ng, muſt aggravate their Crimes, 
nd increaſe their Condemnation ; 


Whc Lord, and live and blaſpheme as 
they partook of the Table of Devils: 
nd lis in vain to perſuade ſuch 
People to be converted, in order to 
nale themſelues fit to receive often, 
becauſe this Motive will make little 
r no Impreſſion upon thoſe that are 


oa. But 1 hope all ſuch honeſt 
Minds and candid Readers, who have 


heir Souls, will con ſider ſo ſerzou 
he weight of thoſe Anſwers that are 
77ven to the moſt plauſible Objections 
zramnſt frequent Communion, as 70 
reform this Neglect if they have 
been hitherto guilty. 


the great Care our holy Mother, the 


hey cannot partake of the Table off 


no deſtitute of Faith and the Love of 


ut Concern for the Welfare Fi 4 
J 


[have moreover ſet in its true light 


7 

Church of England, has taken to pre- 
rent the Profanation of the Lord's-| 
upper; and did our own Members 
govern themſebves more exatHy, ac- 


AS "romrenmnn.” 


| 
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cording to ſuch admirable Rules, 
did thoſe who differ from us mon 
thoro'ly weigh the Excellency 
them, we ſhould hear no more of tho 
Objections they are wont to mal 
againſt our Diſcipline in this point. 
T have particularly taken care MM, 
ſhew that this Chriſtian Inſtitutio 
was ordamed, not only to put us 1 
Mind of thoſe great Bleſſings whil 
our Saviour purchaſed for us by hiff 
Death; fer what Man that need 
upon his Chriſtianity, can eaſily fr 
et them? but that it was alſo eſit 
vtiſhed as à ſacred Rite to ſupplicall 
God the Father by the Merits of oi 
Saviour Paſſion, repreſenting ih 
him the Symbols of His Body an 
Blood, that thereby he may becom 
favourable and propitions to us. T 
Senſe of it is agreeable to the H 
Scriptures; they were underſtood 
thoſe who lived nigheſt to the Tim. 
of the Apoſtles, aud has been evidentWe: 
ly proved ſi by the Learned, Judiciou,, 
and Pious Mr. Mede, 


75 
74 
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t 
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in great deference to the concurring 


| ty to ſuſtain the ſhock of the ſeve- 


Tmnuſt freely confeſs, that the Sum 
and Subſtance of X following Trea- 
ile was printed a Catechetica 

gym in the Chapher of the Mu f17 
he Companion for the Feſtivals and 
aſts of the Church of England; bu 


udement of ſome worthy Divine 
nd Lay-Men of my Acquaintance, it 
ow appears in another Dreſs, with 
ome Entlargements, more eaſily to be 
urchaſed by all forts of People. 
hey were ſo indulgent to the Compo- 
tion which they defired, as to think 
might be ſerviceable to the Intereſt 

— an Argument, which I 
mwilling to own, I was not able to 
efift, for I hope T ſhall be always rea- 


eft worldly Cenſure, when the Pro- 
1aence of God offers me a probable 
pportunity of doing the leaft Good. 
To make it more effettual to that 
nd, I have added upon this Occaſi- 
1 the Devotional part, which in 
ome meaſure owes its Original to 


A-6— the 


The PxEracer. 
he ancient Liturgies of the Chriſtia 
hurch, hich T have carefully Th 
d, and have tranſplanted many 

. pious Thought aud warm Expreſſi 
From thoſe Sources into this a 
Compo ſure. 

Lam very ſenſiblè this & ubject bd 
exerciſed the Pens of many learne 
and devout Perſons, and tho I thin 
we abound too much-<with Diſcour ſo, 
upon the Argument of Preparation} 
wherein the ſubſtance of Practical Di 
| Vinity ic iutroduc d, as if it Was on! 
neceſſary at ſuch times, yet I am of th 
Opinion we cannot exceed in multi 
phing Books upon the Devotion 
part; the Tempers and Apprehenſioif 
of Men being fo different, that what 
i does not affee? one, may touch: an 
ther; and ſo that ſubſtantial. Piet 
and Devotion. are improving, th 
many Inſtruments cannot be mph 
ed in advancing them. 


— 


Aug. x5. 1706. Rob. Nellouf 


Negree of God's Grace and Holy Spirit. 


Wniſe which was made in their Names 
ey their Godfathers and Godmothers, 
Wv en they were admitted Members of 


EY TE 
To ADSI 8 


NSTRUCTIONS for them 
that come to be Confirmed,| 
by way of Queſtion and 


Anſwer. 


- 


TAT is Confirmation? 
A. A ſolemn Rite in- 
ſtituted by the Apoſtles, 
wherein the Biſhop, by laying on of 
ands, and by. fervent Prayer, and 
wuthoritative Benediction, conveys to 
uch Perſons, who in the Preſence of 
od, and the Congregation, ſincerel 
enew their Baptiſmal Vow, a farther 


Q. What is the End and Deſign of 
onfirmation ? 

A. That baptiſed Chriſtians ſhould 
Dy their own deliberate Choice take 
pon themſelves that Vow and Pro-“ 


2 Chriſt's 


Cd 


2 / Confirmation. 


ed Perſon expr eſſly conſents to the bay 


| determin'd any certain "Age „but r&$ 


|implies , that none ſhould be admit | 
ted, till they underſtand the Natur 


Chriſt's Church; ſo that the confirm 


tiſmal Covenant, and before God anq; 
many Witneſſes engages to perfor 1 
his part of it. 
At what Age is Confirmation i 4 

be adminifired a ; 
A. The Church of England hath of 


quires it to be done only to ſuch , af 
are come to a competent Age; in 


of the Baptiſmal Vow, which the 
then renew, and till they are capabl 
of making a prudent and firm Reſoluf 
tion of obſerving it. 

Q. What Cuſtom was there amon 
the Jews, which bore any Reſemblanl 7 
with Confirmation? 

A. The Jews were wont to bringſ 
their Children before th 
Congregation at thirtcen| 
Years old, when they had 
learned the Law and the Explicatiotf 
thereof, and their daily Prayers; where. 
upon they were declared Sons of 2 tl 
Precept, and henceforth they were to" 
anſwer for their own Sins, for which b 


Buxt. Syna. 
Jud. cap. vii. 


- Þ | bead 
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before the Fathers, and not the Chil- 
ren, had been reſponſible; and the 
ite ended with Prayers and Praiſes. 
Q. What hath the Church of England 
Jeclared concerning Confirmation: > 
A. That it hath been a 
olemn, ancient and lau- Can. Ix. 
able Cuſtom, continued 
rom the Apoſtles Time, that all Bi- 
ops ſhould lay their Hands upon 
hildren baptiſed and inſtructed in 
he Catechiſm of Chriſtian Religion, 
4 Praying over them and bleſſing them. 
= Q. How doth it appear that this Rite 
as uſed by the Apoſtles ? 
A We have the Scripture it ſelf 
or the Evidence of the Fact; for when 
he Men of Samaria had 
deen converted and bap- Act. viii. 
iſed, and had received 
he Word of God, the Apoſtles St. Pe- 
er and St. John, were ſent to confirm 
hoſe new Converts, to lay their Hands 
upon them, that they might receive 
the Holy Ghoſt. And the 
Diſciples at Epheſus, after Act. xix. 56 
Whey had been baptiſed 
| in the Name of Jeſus, were confirmed 
ey St. Paul, who laid his Hands upon 


them, 


1 
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ſthem, and then they received the Hof 
Ghoſt. And farther, the ſame Apo. 
ſtle mentions as Fundamentals, not on 

: ly the Doctrine of Bap 
Heb. vi. 2. Viſin, but the laying on iff 
Hands, by which the an. 

| [cient Interpreters have always unden 
ſtood Confirmation; which appeared i 

| plain to Calvin himlelfy 
In loc. that it was his Opinion 


9 
3% 
Ws 


| 
1 


| 


1 


that this one Place ſhews t 
vidently that Confirmation was in/tit 
ted by the Apoſtles. 

Q. How does it appear that Confit 
mation was not confined to the Age 6 
the Apoſtles? | 3 

A. Becauſe this ſolemn Kite is high 
ly uſeful and beneficial to the ſpiritu 


| Wants of Chriſtians in all Ages; whd 
| ſtand in need of the Influences of God 
Holy Spirit to the great Purpoſe 
| Sanctification ;z and was as {ſuch accor: 


dingly practiſed by them in all the ſuc 
ceeding Ages of the Church, as appeaii 
by the Teſtimony of Fathers and Count 
cils, who in this Matter ſpeak as Wit 
neſſes of a Catholick Cuitom. |} 

Q. Giveme ſome Teſtimonies of l 
Practise? ä ; 


15 
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4 Tertullian, who flouriſhed about 
(+ 

ourſcore Years after St. 70%, and who 
1 very careful in relating the Practice 


f the Primitive Church, 

Hells us, That after Baptiſm De Bap. c.$. 
¶cceeds laying on of hands, 

8» Prayer calling for, and inviting the| 
lh Spirit. And St. Cyprian, who 
: er, about ſixty Vears after Ter- 
2/2, hath this Remark upon the 
| ſtory of the Samaritan Converts 5 
Ve /ame Thing, ſays he, is 

ractiſed among us, that they Epiſt. 73. 
pho are baptiſed in the 

hurch, are preſented to the Governonrs 
it, the Bithops, that hy our Prayers 
nd Impoſition of Hands, they may ob- 
ain the Holy Ghoſt, and be perfefted 
9" tbe Seal of Chriff : which is by 
onfirmation to attain the higheſt Or- 
er of Chriſtians. St. Jerome ſpeaks 
| ull to the Point; If g = 

pk, ſays he, where it is Dial. 0. 
oritten, it is written in the . 

Lets of the Apoſtles; but if there were 


onſent of all the World in this "ets 
ar, is inſtead of a Command. 


ut. 
I FF 


Authority of Scripture for it, yet thel 


6 Of Con? mation 


Q. What are the Effefats of Conf 
mation ? | , 

A. In the n e Church, chef 
Effects were extraordinary Gifts, ſuch 
were neceſſary then in the Infant Sta 
of the Church; but upon the Settles 
ment of 1t, the Holy Spirit guides it bi 
ſecret and inviſible Communications 
|which thoſe receive who are qualific 
to partake of them in this regular an 
miniſterial way; and they are thoſe oo 
dinary Helps and Aſſiſtances, which a 
neceſſary for the performing the Com. 
ditions of our Salvation, which we can 
not work out, without the Influenc 
| of God's Holy Spirit. 

Q. M ho is the proper Miniſter of Co 
firmation? 

A. The Adminiftration of his Ri 
was devolved by the Apoſtles to rh 
Succeſſors the Biſhops of the Catholic 

Church; for though Phill 


Acts viii. the Deacon had Liber 


c. XYUL. v. 9 
16. 1 hits by the Hittonf 
of the Samaritan Converl 


Ard therefore this Rite 1 18 appropri 


ny 
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a to the Biſhops, as being Succeſſors 
f the Apoſtles in the Government of 
he Church, in all the Primitive Re- 
ords of Chriſtianity. 47 

Q. What Ceremony is uſed in Con- 
rmation ? | 5 
A. The laying on of the Hand of 
he Biſhop upon the Head of the Per- 
on to be confirmed z a very ancient Ce- 
emony in giving of Bleſlings practiſed 
the 7ews, and made uſe of by our 


AÞ:viour himſelf, and a- 
Wopted by the Apoſtles Mar. xix. 13. 
vith Prayer for commu- Act viii. 17. 
cating the Holy Spirit aged hrs 
Confirmation, and which gave Name 
o the whole Office, which is called the 
aying on of Hands. £ | 
nba, Qualiſications are neceſſary| 
ee Candidates of this holy Ordinance ? 
4 Thoſe who are brought to be 
WW onfirmed, ought to be thorowly in- 
tructed in the Nature of their baptiſ- 
val Vow which they then renew, and 
r that Obligation they lie under to 
Herform it. They ought to be acquaint- 
d with the Meaning of this holy Rite, 
ind whoſe Office it is to adminiſter 


They ought to have a competent 
| Degrec 


of 
of 
iy 


' 


8 Of Confirmation, 


Degree of the Knowledge of thel 
Chriſtian Duties that relate to God 
their Neighbour, and themſelves. Ang 
in order to theſe Ends, it is adviſcabl 
that they ſhould ſometime betore rea 
over the Confirmation Office. 
Q. What particular Preparation 4 
neceſſary before Confirmation ? 
A. The Perſons to be confirmed 
_— to examine themſelves concern 
thoſe Sins of Omithon or Conf 7 
on they have been guilty of, ul 
| Thought, Word, and Deed ; and 1 
confeſs them to God, declaring thei 
hearty Sorrow and Repentance fol 
them, and earneſtly begging God's Pai 
don and Forgiveneſs; to which the 
muſt add ſerious Reſolutions of livin 
anſwerable to their Chriſtian Profeſſionf 
And that their Prayers and holy Puff 
| poſes may be effectual, they may d 
well to join Faſting to them, that the 
may be the better diſpoſed to receirf 
the Influences of God's Holy Spirit. 
Q. Since you mention the Neceflit 
of making ſerious Reſolutions of Iiviſ 
anſwerable to the Chriſtian Profeſſion 
when hon receive Confirmation; p 
what do you reſolve in relation to thi 


4 
w ay 


nem is likely to endanger my Salva- 
ion; I reſolve to uſe all fit and proper 


it 


= 7) ihe World? | 


Jo be always upon the Watch again{t 
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wemies that oppoſe your Salvation, the 
evil, the World, and the Fleſh ? 
A. I reſolve by the Grace of God, 


hoſe various Ways, in which each of 


leans to ſecure my ſelf againſt thoſe 
angers; and particularly to fortify 
hoſe weak Places of my Mind, which 

v Temper or Circumſtances of Life 
ender moit expoſed to them. 05 

Q. What do you reſolve in relation 
o the Devil? 

A. I reſolve, by God's Aſſiſtance, 
erer to give my Conſent to any of 
hoſe wicked Thoughts which he may 
hrow into my Mind; nor to comply 
vith any of thoſe Temptations where- 

by he ſollicites me to fin; neither will 
make uſe of thoſe ways of conſulting 
him, which ungodly Men have taken. 
And I particularly reſolve to avoid all 
Pride, Malice, and Envy, all Treache- 
ry, Lying, Revenge, and Cruelty, 
which are moſt properly the Works 
of the Devil? 

Q. hat do you reſolve in relation 


ö 
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A. I reſolve by the Help of God, 
not to do any thing unlawful in order 
to procure Honour, Riches, or Plea- 
ſure; neither will I ſet my Affection 


immoderately upon any lawful Enjoy- 
ment. I reſolve to contradict the evil 
Maxims and Cuſtoms, to avoid the 
bad Company of a vain and wicked] 


| World ; and to forego all worldly 
Comforts and Poſſeſſions, all my natu- 


ral Relations and my own Life, when-|ſi 
ever they ſtand in competition with 


my Duty. 

Q. What do you relolve in relation 
to the Fleſh? 5 
As. 1 reſolve, by God's Help, to re- 


fiſt the unlawful Deſires of my own| 


corrupt Nature; to ſuppreſs all laſci- 
vious and wanton Thoughts, to avoid 
| all filthy and obſcene Diſcourſe, and 


never to gratifie my fleſhly Appetites, 1 


but with Temperance and Sobriety, 
and only in ſuch a manner as is allow- 
ed by the Law of God. And in or- 
der to this Purpoſe, I will ſhun Sloath 
and Idleneſs, which are common In- 
centives to our carnal Minds. 


Q. , hat do ou reſolve in relation to 
your Faith ? | | 


. 


So 


6 
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A. I reſolve to be ſtedfaſt in the Be- 
ef of the Being of a God, which is 
vident from his making and preſer- 
ing all Things. I reſolve ſtedfaſtly to 


elieve, that in this one glorious God- 


Pead, there are three Perſons, the Fa- 
ner, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
What the ſecond Perſon in the bleſſed 
rinity, God the Son, took upon him 


uman Nature, was born of a Virgin, 
nd died upon a Croſs as a Sacrifice for 


Ihe Sins of the World; that he roſe 


gain the third Day from the Dead, 
ſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the 
ight-hand of God, and that he will 
ome again to judge the Quick and the 
ead. That this Son of God, our Lord 
eſus, planted a Church while he was 
pon Earth, and committed the Care of 
t to his Apoſtles, with a Power to 
rdain others to ſucceed them in their 
fice. That the Healy Ghoſt beſtow- 
d miraculous Gifts upon the Apoſtles 
o fit them to convert the World, and 
bring all Mankind into the Chri- 
lan Church, in which Forgiveneſs of 
ins, and eternal Life after the Reſur- 
ection of che Body, are always to be 


* —— 04% 0 2 yy hee 


btained. | 7 
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A. Becauſe theſe and all other Point 
of my Creed, are revealed in the hoh 
Scriptures by God himſelf, who is inf. 
nite Truth, and cannot lyc, who is inf 
nite Love, and will not deceive me. 

Q. What do you reſolve in relation 
to your Practice? | 

A. I reſolve by the Help of Divine 


_ to obſerve all thoſe Precept 


which relate to God, my Neighbour, 


and my ſelf. 5 
Q. hat do you reſolve in relatio 


|o God? | 


A. I reſolve to pay my Obedience 
o him in a due and devout Attendance 
Prayers both in publick and pr: 
ate, and on the Holy Sacrament. | 
eſolve to own his Bounty in all the 
ood Things I receive, and to ſubmit 
atiently to his Wiſdom in all the Af. 
ictions I ſuffer. I reſolve to reverence 
is holy Name, never to uſe it light- 
y, nor to prophane it by cuſtomary 
wearing, much leſs by falſe and faith- 
eſs Oaths. I reſolve to reverence his 
oly W ord, conſtantly to reſort to his 
orſhip, and to obſerve his Day par- 
___ticular] 


* 


Q. H/hy do you reſolve to beliryM 


Sa + 
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articularly ſet apart for it, and to ſhew 
duc Regard to all Things and Per- 
ns devoted to him, and commiſſioned 
him. 

Q. hat do you reſolve in relation to 
ur Neighbour ? | 

A. I reſolve by the Grace of God, 
be juſt in all my tn, never to 
prive him of his Right by Fraud or 
rrce; to be ſincere in my Expreſſions, 
d to be true to my Promiſes. I re- 
veto relieve his Neceſlities according 
my Ability, and to be candid in in- 
preting his Words and Actions; ne- 
to ſlander him by falſe Reports, or 
neceſſarily to publiſh his Faults by 
| ſpeaking. I refolve to be meek 


be ready to forgive all Affronts and 
uries; and to ſtudy to promote Peace 


ee ence and obey my natural Parents, 
to perform the ſeveral Duties I owe 
all my Governours in Church and 
te, 


L What do you reſolve in relation tg 
r ſelf ? | 


. I reſolve by the Grace of God, 
humble my ſelf under a juſt Senſe 


—_— 


patient under all Provocations, and | 


Ong all Men. I reſolve to love, re- 


T3” NI 
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of my own Faults and Defects, not. 
be puffed up with a vain Conceit 
ny ſelf, or with a Contempt of oth 
reſolve to be chaſte in all ll 
Thoughts, Words and Actions; andi 
avoid every Thing that may in if 
leaſt have a Tendency to Uncleanne 
to be temperate in the Uſe of Meu 
Drinks, and all other Enjoyments, all 
o fly from all Temptations to-Druniif 
2nneſs. IT reſolve to deny my 1elf, 
ceep my Body under by Faſting, 
\bſtinence, and to mortifie my Aﬀeal 
ons to the things of this World; anc 
de ready to part with any of the Con 
niences of Life, rather than forſake 
'ays of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
Q. From whence appears the Neceik 

pf being ſincere in theſe Reſolutions? 
A. Becauſe God who knows 
Hearts, will reject our pretended [ 
dication of our ſelves to his Servi 
if we engage only out of Cuſtom, a 
in Compliance with the Fathion of 
World; and conſequently will wi 
hold his Grace from us, ſince we it 
der our ſelves unworthy of the In 
Snces of it, by never really deſi guid: 
what we openly profeſs. Q 
f 


y 


EI 
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Q. What are the great Advantages of 
onfirmation ? 
A. It is a new Engagement to a 
hriſtian Life; and is a laſting Admo- 
Wition and Check not to diſhonour or 
eſert my Chriſtian Profeſſion : It tends 
o preſerve the Unity of the Church, 
making Men ſenſible, that they are 
bliged to communicate with ſuch Ec- 
eſiaſtical Superiors, who are endow- 
| with all thoſe Powers that were left 
the Apoſtles to their Succeſſors. And 
is moreover a Teſtimony of God's 
our and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 
ive it. 1 


Q. How is it a Teſtimony of God 'r 


e 

s. vour and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 
em E it? [RIS | «+5. 

? A. Becauſe his lawful Miniſter de- 


res that God accepts their Proficien- 
and advances them into the higheſt 
vink of the Faithful, by giving them 
1tle to approach the Holy Table. 
d becauſe God vouchſafes thereby 
communicate ſupernatural Strength 
c encounter their ſpiritual Enemies, 
enables them to perform what they 
dertake. 


Q What Care bas the Church of 


— —@ 
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England ſhewn for the effeftual _ J 
iſtration of Confirmation? | 
A. Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of ould . 
holy Mother, that both by her 2 | 
and Canons, ſhe trains us up by graduf | 
ſteps for a worthy partaking of thi 
holy Rite; for in our Baptiſm, ſhe rl 
quires Sureties that ſhall engage for uf 
and give Security for our Chriſtian 
ducation in the Communion of tiff 
Church they being oblig'd not onif 1 
to inſtruct us in all nl 
Exhort. at the Þ 
end of bub. ceſſary points of Fail 
Bapt. and Practice, but to tai 
care, that when we : 
fit, we be brought to the Biſhop i 
Confirmation. 
Q. hat farther Care has the Chun 
\ expreſs'd in this Particular ? 
A. The Pariſh Prieſt or Curate is pe 
5 ticularly enjoined to (| 
Can. x. Ixi, T7echiſe, to [uſtrutt, « 
| Examine the Youth 4 
| rhe common People in the Principles 
the Chriſtian Religion, according to l 
5 Church Catechiſm. A 
Rub. after the the Church farther ! 
Catech. quires, that none be pi 
tented as Candidates, | 


2 * 1 
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Whey can give an account and reaſon 
k their Faith, of which the Miniſter, 
no preſents them, is to be Judge; and 
ou one are even then to be confirmed, 
W:cept the Biſhop approves of them: 
ad to ſtrike a greater Awe in the Can- 
dates, they are ſolemnly charged to 
Inſwer as in the Pretence of God, and 
he whole Congregation. 
Q. hy is a Godfather 
Godmother required for 
be Perſon to be confir- 
2 | 
A. As a Voucher for the Sincerity 
the Parties they ſtand for, and to be a 
dntinual Monitor to them to perform 
eir Vow, as well as a Witneſs of their 
taking the ſame. CESS 
UE Q. How hath the Church endeavoured 
prevent any Neglect in thoſe that are 
nruſted with the Adminiſtration of Con- 
mation? NE 
4. She wills and ordains, that every 
bop or his Suffragan, in his uſual Tri- 
nial Viſitation, ſhould 
rtorm in his own Per- Can. 1x. 
Dn, this Rite and U- f 
ge; but if through any Infirmity he iz 
indred from making his Triennial Viſi- 
1 tation, 


Rub. at tlie 
end of Catech 
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tation, he is charged not to omit it th 
following Vear as ſoon as * ; f 
may be. in 
Q. What is the Miniſter of the Pa. | 
riſh obliged to, when the Biſhop give 
notice of a Confirmation ? | 
A. The Miniſter of every Parith 5 
obliged to bring or ſend in Writing Ii 
with his hand ſubſcribe 

Laft Rub. after thereunto, the Names 9 I 
the Catech. all ſuch Perſons within 
| his Pariſh , as he ſhall 

hink fit to be preſented to the Biſhoi * 
o be confirmed. 'K 
Q. Ougbt Confirmation 70 be recervellf 
ore than once ? 
A. It is not to be repeated, becauſe 
his ſolemn Renewal of our baptiſm] 
ow is ſufficient by being once perfor 
ed, and for farther Supplies of Grace 
e have hereby a Title to receive the 
Zoly Communion. E 


A Pray 
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uh 1 { Prayer before Confirma- 
tion, 20 be uſed by thoſe 


that are preparing for it. 


OST merciful God, by whoſe 
1 gracious Providence I was born 
1 WE Fan Parents, and early dedica- 
oe to thee in holy Baptiſm 3 make 
Wc thoroghly ſenſible, I beſeech thee, 


Lal thy infinite Goodneſs in beſtowin 
on me the bleſſed Privileges of being 


Wade a Member of thy Church, a Child 
WF God, and an Inheritor of the King-| 
om of Heaven. f = 
Grant, O Lord, that by theAfſiſtance 
f thy Grace, I may carefully and zea- 
Wuſly perform all thoſe Conditions, up- 
which thou wert pleaſed to vouch- 
WF to me ſuch ineſtimable Benefits: 
W hat I may conſtantly reſiſt the De- 
ill, and all thoſe Temptations by 
hich he ſeeks to deſtroy me. That 
may renounce all covetous Deſires of 
onour, Riches and Pleaſure, and all 
ole evil Cuſtoms and Maxims of the 
orld, which alienate Mens Minds 
om the Love of God; that I may 
B 4 mor- 


. 
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mortifie the inordinate Appetites 
my own corrupt Nature, of my owl 
carnal Mind; that I may believe all th 
holy Revelations, and keep thy vic 
Will and Commandments all the Daw 
of my Life. : F 
And now, O Lord, that I am abo þ ; 
to renew the ſolemn Vow of my WO 
tiſm, and publickly in thy Preſence i 
ratity all thoſe things I then promiſe 
y my Sureties; I humbly beſeech chef 
o enlighten my Mind with the Know þ 
edge and Underitanding of that ſolemli 
ngagement I then made, and am nowli 
bout to confirm; influence my Will 
nd all the Faculties of my Soul heard | 
y and ſincerely to perform it. Let no 
he many and grievous Sins that I hay 
ommitted, deprive me of thoſe Ai 
tances of thy Holy Spirit, which I nov 
xpect to receive; but, on my true RY | 
entance, let the precious Blood of my 
aviour, waſh away all my paſt Sing 
nd grant that I may be enabled to mor 
ifie and ſubdue them for the time to 
ome. And foraſmuch as without thee 
am not able to pleaſe thee, pour thy 
oly Spirit into ny Heart, that by 
lis holy Inſpiration [ may think tho 
thing 
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ings which are good, and by his mer- 
ul Guidance may perform the ſame, 
thro! Fe/#s Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe 
:Wiclcd Name and Words I continue to 
Pray, ſaying, 

Our Father, &c. 


Prayer after Confirmation , 
which may be ſaid while others 
are confirming, and may be added 
% the Evening Prayer of the 
= Party confirmed. 


DLeſſed and praiſed be thy Holy 
D Name, O Lord, for thoſe freſh| 
upplies of Grace which thou haſt been 
leas d to communicate to me. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe com- 
MFortable Aſſurances thou haſt given me 
fthy Favour and Goodneſs towards me. 
leſſed be thy Name for that Privilege 
lou haſt now beſtowed upon me of 


1 : pproaching thy holy Table, Rn | 
i engthening and refreſhing my Soul 

13 5 6 : 
yl Dy partaking there. of the Body and | 


ood of Chriſt. i 
Encreaſe in me, O Lord, more and 
ore the Gifts of thy Holy Spirit, that 
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e thy holy Spirit, O Lord, ſo guide 


may be will for Eternity, and make 
t the chief Buſineſs of my Life tof 1 | 
leaſe thee in all my Actions; that I 
ay loveand fear thee above all things; 
that I may be juſt and righteous in all 
my Dealings, and ready to communi 
cate to the Neceſlities of others; that ; ; 
I may keep a conſtant Watch over 0 þ ; 
ſelf, ſo as not to exceed the Bounds ol N 
* emperance and Sobriety. 1 ; 
Grant, O Lord, that my corrupl 1 
Nature may be daily renewed and pu- 
rified by thy Holy Spirit, that no Dar t 
ger or Perſecution may affright mall 
from my Duty; that no Pleaſure maj 3 
make me careleſs and negligent in th 
Performance of it; and that under Al 1 
flictions moſt grievous to Fleſh al : 
Blood, I may be entirely reſigned, an 1 
| ſubmitto thy holy Will and Peau 1 


and govern me thro' the whole court 
of my ſhort Life in this World, that 
may not fail to obtain eternal Life nj 

the World to come, thro 0 Gl : 
our Lord. Amen. 
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Of Frequenting the : 
Eiriſiian Sacrifice. 


YT is no wonder that Men, who 
care not ſerious. in the Buſineſs of 
= K&eigio, and who frequent the 
hurch only in complyance with the 
Faſhion of the World, and in Obe-| 
ience to an eftabliſh'd Cuſtom, ſhould 
ich eglect one of the greateſt Advan- 
Wages of the Chriſtian Life, I mean the 
t requent receiving the Holy Sacrament 
n Cbriſt's Body and Blood : But that 
briſtians, otherwiſe very devout and 
ot lawfully hindred, who have the 
Fear of God before their Eyes, and 
who aim at pleaſing Him in all their 
Actions, ſhould ever turn their Backs 
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pon his Holy Table, and when invite 
O commemorate the meritorious Sa 


> 


a thanktul Heart, is really matter of 


I am apt indeed to think that thi 
their bad Conduct chiefly proceeds fron 
the want of a true Senſe of their Duty 
in this particular. Their great Defirerl 
perform an acceptable Sacrifice to God 
fills their Minds with lively apprehen 
ſions of the great Danger of being uni 
worthy Communicants ; ſo that the 
do not give themſelves leifure to ai 
tend to thoſe Conſiderations that en 
force the Neceſſity of the Duty; and 
therefore do not ſuffer their Thought 
to dwell upon the great hazard they 
run, in neglecting to execute a plain 
Command of our bleſſed Saviour 
which is more dangerous to their Sal 
vation than performing it after an im 
perfect manner. The Duty therctorol 


being indiſpenſable, the juſt Conſefſij 
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uence we ſhould draw from the Dan- 
cer of unworthy Receiving, ſhould be 
re he Neceſſity of exciting our ſelves to 
great Care and Diligence in preparing 
ol Fur ſelves for the due diſcharge of it; 
ut never to delude our ſelves by falſe 
Wcaſons into ſuch aneglect as will cer- 
ainly increaſe our Guilt, and add to 
ur Puniſhment. 
ads for thoſe who never partake of 
e Holy Communion during their 
ole Lives, for fear leſt their Sins. 
Hould receive a freſh Aggravation by 
eing committed after fo ſolemn an 
bligation to be Religious! it is plain 
bey run into a very great Error. For 
ne main reaſon why Sin becomes more 
Wicinous after repeated Obligations to 
be contrary, is, becauſe it is committed] 
ith greater Deliberation, and againſt 
WL lcarer Conviction : When therefore 

Nan, who believes Religion, and un-“ 
erſtands the Obligations it lays upon 
um, omits this Duty for no other rea- 
Won, but that he may ſin, as he thinks, 
with leſs Danger, his Sins are then 
qually deliberate, and againſt equally 
ear Conviction ; and he moreover] 
s to them a contemptuous "I 
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of one of the beſt Means of becoming 
etter. 1 
In order therefore to make this ſhort il 
Miſcourſe more uſeful upon ſo impor· 
ant a Subject, I ſhall reduce it to the 1 
ollowing Method. 4 
Firſt, I ſhall inquire into thoſe Ohl. 1 


ations that lie upon all Chriſtians 6 


receive the Holy Communion, and to fre. 
quent the Chriſtian Sacrifice. 14 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew wha? Prepara-· 
lion is neceſſary to perform this Duty 
after an acceptable manner. 4 
Thirdly, J ſhall endeavour to an/wer 
[ſome Objeftions againſt frequent Con 
munion. A 
Fourthly, I ſhall lay before you i 


Fifth, I ſhall ſhew the particular 1 
Care the Church of England has taken 
to prevent the Oey of the Lords 1 
SUPP er. I F 


as to the manner 0 f — .bn ng it, l 4 
ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Occafions. 
Firft, I ſhall enquire into thoſe Oi 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians to n. 
¶ceive the holy Communion, and to fre-. 
guent the Chriftian — ce. 


—4 


great Advantages of frequent Communion. 
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WT The fr// Argument for the perfor- 
Fance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes 
Jom the po/irrve Command of our Sa- 
our Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of our 
Feligion. It is from this Anointed of 
Fc Lord, that we are denominated 
WT briſtians, which implies a firm Belief 
Ir thoſe Doctrines which he has re- 
Pealed, and a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of Mind 
perform thoſe Precepts which he 
s commanded: We moreover ſo- 
nnly promiſed in our Vow of Bap- 
im, to govern all our Actions by the 
Rule of his holy Goſpel. Therefore 
Wo perſiſt in the neglect of a plain Law 
four Lord and Matter, ſufficiently 
ade known to us, is no ways con- 
tent with our Engagement, nor with 
What Character we profeſs, of being his 
iciples. Beſides, our Obedience in 
his particular, pays a peculiar Regard 
$89 his Authority; for this Duty being 
W politive Injunction, receives all its 
Force from his Right to command. 
Now that our Saviour has made it 


be Duty of all Chriſtians to frequent 
bis commemorative Sacrifice, is plain 
rom the Hiſtory of its Inſtitution, in 
he cloſe of which our Saviour adds 

| 
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this poſitive Injunction, Do this ihß 

| remembrance of me. By 
St.Luke 22. 19. which, as the holy Apo 
ſtles were obliged to do to others aj 
our Saviour had done to them, vis. toll 
bleſs, break, and give the Bread to ali 
that joyned with them in theſe hol 
Services; fo were all Chriſtians here 
by engaged to receive from then 
and their Succeſſors, theſe Symbols oi 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. By thy 
Precept therefore the Communion oi 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, as repreſent 
ed by Bree and Wine in the Ho 
Sacrament, is made the ſtanding Me 
morial of his Death and Sufferings uM 
all Chriſtian Aſſemblies to the end o 
the World. St. Paul, who receive 
[from the. Lord himſelf what he taught 


1 Cor. 11.24. ; ; I 
*. This do in remembrance i 3 


me. And if we conſider the Circum-l 
ſtances of this Command, it will lM 
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i all his ſincere Diſciples and Fol- 
wers; and therefore ought to be re- 
Wived with the greateſt Reſpect and 
seference imaginable. In purſuance: 
to this Precept, we find the firſt Chri- 
Jans did not continue more ſtedfaſtly 
che Apoſiles Defrine, than they com- 
erehunicated in Prayer and as, 
zen healing of Bread. It be- 1 
s offg well known, that the Publick 
orſhip, the Synaxis of the ancient 
hriſtians, conſiſted of theſe three 
s, Of hearing God's Word, of Pray- 
, and of Commemorating of Chriſt in 
be Euchariſt. | 
The /econd Argument for the Per- 
mance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes 
ve on the Nature of the Duty it ſelf. 
ss a piece of Worſhip appropriated 
the Chriſtian Religion, by which in 
peculiar manner we profels our ſelves 
ollowers of the Bleſſed Jeſus. The 
eathens and Mahometans offer up 
ayers and Praifes to God, and by 


2 

* : l 
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* 


orc Light of Nature apply themſelves 
nao infinite Power for the relief of their 
u Neceſſities, and return their Thanks 


infinite Goodneſs, as the Source 
chrom whence they receive all their 
y | HBleſſings. 


"8 


Bleſſings. The Jews, by laying 
Beaſts, and by burning Incenſe, iwo 
cated God, and praiſed and bleſſa 
him for thoſe Mercies of which the 
partook. But Chriſtians only ſet be 
fore God Bread and Wine in the EA 
chariſt, as Figures or Images of the pu 
cious Blood of Chriſt ſbed for us, and 
his precious Body, as it is expreſſed ui 
the Clementine Liturgy. And there 
fore we cannot be ſaid ſo properly 
worſhip as Chriſtians, as when we joullf 
in thoſe ſacred Myſteries that Chrill 
has made peculiar to his own Relig 
ion: And it cannot be imagined 
that it ſhould be at our own Diſpoſal 
whether we would perform it or nl 


when it was ordained as the peculia 


whereby we partake of the Sacrific 
of Chriſt made upon the Croſs, and 


wants its due Perfection. Upon which 


leaſt for a time in fome Places ) on 


— 


Service of Chriſtians, to diſtinguil 
them from all other Worſhippers oi 
the Deity ; and as the principal A0 
without which our publick Service 


account the Primitive Chriſtians (at 


no Day held their publick Afſemblis} 
without this Chriſtzan Sacrifice. Juſtin 
* 3 


| 
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yr in his Second Apology inſtances 
wo this Sacred Ordinance, as a conſtant | 
eſſa rt ofthe Lord's- day Service, and there 
oo great doubt, but that each Lord's- 
y was that Szatus Dies, that fer time 


EA which Piny tells the 1 „ be 
pn operor Trajan, the n 
d Mrittians in Bythinia met together to 


Ind themſelves with an Oath not to 
lor rob, or withold what was depo- 


er 
ted with them, or commit any ſort 
oily Wickedneſs. And long after, in the 


In [ | cof St. Baſil, who COm- . 
Neads a daily Communi- 8 
he ſhews us how near + 


fac Practice in his Days came to it: 
na he Chriſtiaus then not only communi- 
la ed conſtantly four times a Week, but 
i other Days when they celebrated the 

er) of any Martyr. And the Faith- 
1% that joined in all other parts of 
ie Publick Worſhip never failed in 


ndrtaking of the Bleſſed Sacrament. 
ic hat Opinion the ancient Chriſtians 
cold of thoſe that turned their Backs 
anon this holy Ordinance, may be 
ol blleted from one of thoſe FRI 
ons which are called 
Poſtolicalz whereby all the Faithful 


i 
„ that. 


32 _ The Opr16aTtI0Ns 70 
that came to their publick Afſembli«i 


and heard the Holy Scriptures, an 
did not continue to partake of thi, 
Holy Sacrament, were liable to be , 
parated from the Communion of Chriff 
ſtians. 3 Þ 
The third Argument for the frequen 
performance of this Chriſtian Duty ai. 
ſes from the great Benefits that arc a 
ned to the worthy participation of tl 
Holy Ordinance. By the Nature of ou, 
Circumſtances in this World, we ar; 
ſurrounded with variety of 'TemptM. 
tions, no Condition of Life being fri; 
from the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual En 
mies: So that it but too frequent 
ly happens, that we become a P. 
to their Attempts, and are prevail: 
upon to tranſgreſs our Duty. Novi 
when weare brought to a Senſe of o 
Follies, and our Souls are picrced with 
an unfeigned Sorrow for having con 
mitted them; what ſurer Method ha 
we to procure our Pardon from God 
than by /hewing forth the Lord's Deati}f 
by repreſenting his bitter Paſſion 09 
the Father, that ſo he would for hö 
ſake, according to the Tenour of hu 
{Covenant in him, be favourable and 
| propitiou 
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ies Wropitious to us miſerable Sinners? We 
ann know, by fatal Experience how un- 
t ple we are of our ſelves to do an 
hing that is good; but this heavenly 
in ö 3anquet is the Food and Nouriſhment 
f our Souls; it gives new Life and 
cFigour to our pious Reſolutions, and 
orveys Power and Strength to per- 
Worm our Duty. We are convinced, 
1What the Satisfactions of this Life can 
erer complete our Happineſs : But 
bis Holy Sacrament inſpires a Hope 
Wo be made equal to Angels; and no 
ess than the Kingdom of Heaven is 
Wiereby made our Inheritance. So that 
Man muſt be very inſenſible of his 
on Intereſt that neglects one of the 
"WWcit Inſtruments of advancing his ſpi- 
ritual Welfare; and what can the Con- 
Neem of the whole World promiſe us, 
compared to the Advantage of ſuch 
racious Vouchſafements? Neither 1 

i probable, that a Man ſhould retai 


Death of Chriſt, when he refules to 
give ſuch an eaſie Inſtance of a thank 
ful Heart. If therefore we pay an 
regard to the poſitive Command of 
Ou 
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our Saviour; if we are concerned 
proclaim to the World, that we x 
really the Diſciples of Jeſus ; if y 
are ſolicitous about growing in Grad 
and deſire above all things the In 
provement of our Minds in all Chi 
{tian Vertues, and breathe after a Li 
without Sorrow and without Sin; y 
muſt conſtantly attend this holy Org 

nance, from whence we may expect thil 
Pardon of our Sins, and all the othe 
Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion. 
And when we are once convinced 
thoſe Obligations that enforce the PH 
Etice of this Duty, we mult take ca 
never to turn our Backs upon this boli 
Iy Ordinance. The trueſt Meaſure oi 
our Duty in this Particular, is to IM 
taken from thoſe Opportunities whidM 
the good Providence of God affords 
us for this Purpoſe ; there being ni 
better way of determining the frequeril 
cy of our Obligation to receive, tha 
this of God's giving us the Opportv 
nity. According to this Rule the Pr 
| mitive Chriſtians practiſed ; who m 
ver withdrew themſelves from th 
Lord's-Supper, when it made a pat 
of the publick Worſhip. And it is ul 
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e Communion of the Sacrament, as 
is in the Communion of Prayers, 
nd other parts of publick Worſhip, 
e are bound to joyn in them when 
)pportunities offer for the perform- 
g them, and we are not otherwiſe 
awfully hinder d. Whoever there- 
bre ſhall neglect to communicate, and 
tires from the holy Table when the 
Banquet is there prepared, 
ither does not thoroughly underſtand 
ais Duty in this particular, or muſt 


e very defective in the Performance 


fit. For as the Exhortation before 
e Communion ſuggeſts to us: A 
old not think it a great Injury an 
Wrong done to him, if he had prepare 
rich Feaſt, and decked his Table wit 


iothing but the Gueſts to fit down 
ond yet that they who were called, with 
Wo: any Cauſe ſhould moſt unthankfull 
WW :/u/e to come? And how can it bi 
. s that a Man has a true Lov 
lor his Saviour, or a grateful Senſe 
os Sufferings, that ſhall refuſe to make 
a thankful Remembrance of them; 
when our Saviour has commanded it, 


bind of Proviſion, ſo that there lack- : 


che Providence of God offers bin 
l | L ; 
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not allow himſelf in the Practice of ay 


the Opportunity? I ſhall concludeth 
Head with the Judgment of two em 
nent Fathers, St. Chry/oſtom and St. 4 
broſe, whereby we may gueſs at th 
Senſe of the Greek and the La 
Church, in relation to this Practio 
The firſt, St. CHryſoſtom, delivers hin 
ſelf after this manner; He who 4 


known Sin, ought every Day to approat 
the Holy Table; but it is not ſafe 
him, who has cantracted a Habit of Sin 
ning, and does not ſincerely repent then 
of, to communicate even upon the greate 
Feſtival. St. Ambroſe gives us his Op 
nion, by way of Advice, in theſe W ord 

oncerning the Holy Sacrament, Ri 
ceive daily what will be of daily A 
antage to you. So live, that you mij 
e fit to receive every Day; for he thai 
's not fit to receive every Day, is not jt 
o receive once a Tear. 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew what Prepars 
ion is neceſſary to perform this Dil 
ter an acceptable manner. : 
When we ſpeak of Preparation for 
he Holy Sacrament, we ſuppoſe the 
andidates to have been educated nM 
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for_ requent COMMUNION 


1 Bclicf of the Chriſtian Religion, j 
ml: they have taken upon themſelves | 
ſolemn Vow made at their Bap- | 
thn, that they are inſtructed in what | 


neceſſary for a Chriſtian to believe 
| practiſe, and that they have in 
ne meaſure performed thoſe Engage- 
nts which they ſolemnly ratified at 
jr Confirmation. And therefore I 
k it very adviſcable, before any 
> makes his firſt Communion, that 
ſhould conſult the Prieſt of his Pa- 
that he may be ſatisfied how far 
has complied with thoſe Obligations 
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pi bas lain under to Faith and Obedi- 
e, and may be farther examined as 
RW hoſe Qualifications that make a Man 
＋Cueſt at the Lord's-Table. And 


the requiſite Preparation will con- 
in under ſtanding what is the Nature 
End of that holy Action, and in 
actual exerciſe of ſuch Chriſtian 
tues, of which they are fuppoſed to 
e laid a Foundation in the former 
ſe of their Lives. By 
The fr part of Preparation conſiſts 
ne informing our ſelves carefully in 
Nature and End of this ſacred In- 
ion, Enquiring what is meant by 

4 This 
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this holy Action, and to what p 
pole this bleſſed Sacrament was 
dained. This neceſſary Knowle 
once attained, is a ſtanding Qualifi 


ition in all our future Communio 


and therefore we ought to take 
more Pains to ſettle right Notion 
our Minds concerning this matter, 
cauſe they will be ſerviceable to u 
all the remaining part of our Li 
In order to this purpoſe it will be 
ceſſary to read over the Hiſtory of 
Inſtitution of this C 


Mat.26. 17,26. ſtian Sacrifice, as reco 
| Mar.14-1220. ed by the Evangeli 


L „ : 
f 2 N Se = and by St. Paul in 

Epiſtle to the Corinili 
who received what he taught in 


matter by a divine Revelation. St. I 


7hew's account of it is this, That a 
Saviour and his Diſciples were ca 
the Paſſover, Jeſus took Bread, 


bleſſed it, and brake it, and (gave i 


the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, | 
7s my Body. And he took the Cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it to them, | 
ing, Drink ye all of it, for this" 
Blood of the New Teſtament, ulis 


| 
e 
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Jed for many for the Remiſſion F 
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ut ſay unto you, I will not arink 
weforth of this Fruit of the Vine, un- 
that Day 1 drink it new with you 
my Father's Kingdom. And when 


io the Mount of Olives. St. Mark 
kes the ſame Relation, and St. Luke 
d St. Paul concur in the ſame parti- 
lars, with the addition of this po- 
we Injunction, Do this in remem- 
ance of me. From which places it 
ill appear that when our Saviour Je- 
5 Chriſt celebrated the Jewiſh Sacri- 
e of the Paſſover with his Diſciples 
little before his Sufferings, he ſub- 
tuted the Sacrament of his Body and 
ood, as the true Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
the room of the Paſſover; and or- 
med it as a Rite to invocate his Fa- 
er by, inſtead of the manifold and 
bod) Sacrifices of the Law, and to 
a mean of Supplication and Addreſs 
God in the New Teſtament, as they 
ere in the Old. To which end our 


ead and Wine to God, as an acknow- 
ugment of his Sovereignty, by ta- 
the Bread and Wine into his ſa- 


ey had ſung an Hymn, they went ut 


viour firſt offers up the Creatures of 


bi Hands, by looking up to Heaven, 
—— — | = i 
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and giving Thanks; and then by Bld 
ſing the Elements, he makes them t 
Symbols of his Body and Blood, a 
diſtributed them to his Diſciples, t 


| eat anddrink them in Commemorati 


of him. So that the Deſign of inſti 
ting the Sacrament of the Lord's Sy 
per, was to conſtitute a Chriſtian $ 
crifice, wherein God myſtically ent 
tains Man at his own Table, 1n tok 
of Amity and Friendihip with hin 
which that he might do, the Br 


and the Wine are offered to God, 


acknowledge him Lord of the Cr 
tures; and accordingly in the anc 


Church they were laid on the hai 


Table by the Prieſt (as they are 
ordered to be done by the Rubric 


the Church of England) and tendred 


God by this ſhort Prayer, Lord, we if | 


7y own out of what thou haſt bout 
fully given us; which by Conſecrat 
being made Symbols of the Body 
Blood of Chriſt, we thereby repre 
to God the Father the Paſlion of 
Son, to the end that he may for 
lake, according to the Tenour of 
Covenant in him, be favourable ; 
propitious to us, miſerable Sinn 


-> © 
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hat asChriſt intercedes continually for 
in Heaven, by preſenting his Death 
ad Satisfaction to his Father; ſo the 
hurch on Earth in like manner may 
pproach the Throne of Grace, by re- 
reſenting Chriſt unto his Father in | 
heſe holy Myſteries of his Death and | 
affion. That what every Chriſtian 
loes mentally and vocally, when here- 
ommends his Prayers toGod the Father 
bro' Jeſus Chriſt, making mention of 
is Death and Satisfaction; that in the 
MP ublick Service of the Church is done 
y this Rite, which our Saviour com- 
nanded in Commemoration of him. 
The Incenſe and Mincha, or the Of- 
ering propheſied of by Malachi, I. I P. 
whereby God's Name was to be great 
pmong the Gentiles, is applied by the 
initive Fal bers to this Chriſtian Sa- 
tice or ſolemn Worſhip in the Eucha- 
iſt, taught by our Bleſſed Saviour to 
is Diſciples, to be obſerved by all that 
Would believe in his Name. The Ju- 
eſe which denotes the Prayers of the 
Saints, repreſenting the Spiritual Part 
of the Chriſtian Sacrifice, which is 
rayer, Thankſgiving, and Comme- 
moration; the Miucba or Offering re 
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preſenting the material part thereof 
which is a Preſent of Bread and Win 
which may very well be called a Pu 
Offering, not only in reſpect of Chrif 
whom it ſignifies and repreſents, v 
is a Sacrifice without all Spot, Blemil 
and Imperfection; but in reſpect i 
that Purity of Conſcienee and Freed 
from Malice, with which it was to 
offer'd. For it is in that ſingular Pu 
rity, that the Chriſtian Oblation diff: 
from that of the Jews, who were n 
prohibited to offer Sacrifices and oth 
Gifts, tho' they were at enmity witli 
one another. And it is reaſonable 
think that the Ground for introducing 
the Kiſs of Charity in the Apoſtoliu 
Times, was, that Chriſtians might «ll 
preſs their mutual Love and Freedon 
[from Malice when they approached till 
Altar. l [ 

The Ancients held the Oblation uM 
the Euchariſt to be anſwerable in ſol 
reſpects to the legal Sacrifices. They 
believed that our bleſſed Saviour of 
dained the Sacrament of the Eucharil 
as a Rite of Prayer and Praiſe to Gov 
inſtead of the manifold and bloody 8 
{crifices of the Law. That the legal 
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reo crifices were Rites to invocate God 


Vin and for Wer, „ 
pu eling him for his Mer- Ch. 13. ver. T2. 
brill es, is evident fromScrip- Ezr. 6. 10, 


e. Inſtead therefore Prov. 15. 8. 


Whi 2 Chro. 29. 27 


mil laying of Beaſts, and 
r ning Incenſe, whereby they praiſed 
doll od, and called upon his Name undey 


e Old Teſtament, our Saviour un- 
er the New appointed this Sacrament 
f Bread and Wine, as a Rite where“ 
to give Thanks and make Suppli+ 
tion to his Father in his Name. Tha 
vids the legal Sacrifices were Types an 
Widows of the great Sacrifice on th 
os, and had a Relation ro Chriſt tha 
as to come, ſo the Chriſtian Sacrifice 
Bread and Wine looks back and has 
Relation to Chriſt that was crucified. 
There was allo among the Jews an 
ncient * Tradition, as has been ob4 
| Kd ſerved 
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WW * Theodorus Biblander, lib. 2. de S. Trinitate| 
| arr, apud veteres Hæbreos dogma receptiſſimum 


1B” 402i; Meſſiæ Penellicti ceſſatura eſſe omnia le 
Malasacriſicia tantumque celebrandumsSacrificiu 
d oda: Gratiarum actionis, Vox Hebræa 
Ladis & Conſeſſionis, & illud ſignificat Lau- 
5 dum pane & vino; ſicuti dem vel gratia 
18 Melchiſedec Rex Salem Ö Sa- rum act ionen 
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ſerved by learned Men, That in 1 
Time of the Meſſias all Sacrifices ſhuj 
eaſe but that of Bread and Wine. At 
this Oblation of the Bread and Wine 
implied in St. Paul's Parallel of ll 
Lord's-Supper,and the Sacrifices of th 
_ Gentiles, You cannot, ſy 
he, be Partakers of 156 K 
ble of the Lord and the Table of the I 
2 becauſe they imply contrary Coy 
nants, incompatible one with the othe 
Now here it is manifeſt, that the Tali 
F Devils is ſo called, becauſe it conſiſſ 
ed of Meats offered to Devils, when 
1 


erdos Dei Altiſſimi fein 5715175 Abraham: pant 
7 vinum protulit. 
The truth of this farther appears, not only fron 
he Teſtimony of R. Kimchi, cited by the leusel 
Bp. Hooper, but from the Bereſchit Rabba, chat] 


Cor. 10. 2 


he larger Commentary of the Jews upon Gem 


ere R. Phinehas is quoted, upon the 28 
umbers, ſpeaking theſe Words, Texypore if 
oinnia ſacriſicia ceſſabunt, ſed ſacrificium pani of 
ini non cefſabit, ſicuti dittum eſt Gen. 14. Er A 


Fhiſeder Re x Salem protulit panem & vinum. | | 


lelchiſedicum Rex Meſſias excipiet a ceſſatione ſi 
frificiorum ſicuti dicitur, Pſal. 110. Tu es Sacerd 
n eternum ſecundum ordinem Melchiſedec. A 
Rabbi Johai alſo upon the ſame Chapter oi 
Numbers, ſpeaks to the fame purpoſe; Tc po 
 Feffie omnia ſacriſtcia deſinent ; ſacrißcium ven 
lanis & vini nunquam deſinet. Which he ender 


—: AIEY 


ame thing, We have an 


the CHRISTIAN S K 


5 thoſe that eat thereof eat of the De- 
is Proviſion; therefore the Table of 


he Lord is called his Table, not only 
cauſe he ordained it, but becauſe it 
onſiſted of Meats offered to him. The 
uthor of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
t. Paul, infinuates the _ 

L. I. Vo $05 
tar, faith he, whereof they have no 
ht to eat which ſerve the Tabernacle. 
ywhich it is plain, there was an Altar 


n the Chriſtian Church, beſides that in 
he Jewith Temple, and conſequently 
Sacrifice, not only the ſpiritual one 


Prayer and Thankſgiving, but the 
aterial one of Bread and Wine, ſuf· 


ciently ſignified by the Word Eating: | 


he firſt Chriftian Writer after the 
poſtles, St. Clement, in 


is Epiſtle to the Corin- Tlegoevelxon” 


F \ a 


Mering the Gifts for the 


dminiſtration of the Sacrament; and 
hat the ſucceeding Writers in the Chri- 
tian Church obſerved the ſame Stile, 
clearly proved by the learned and 
tus Mr. Mede in his Chriſtian Sacri- 


ce, Hence we may obſerve, that the 


wly Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, 
f a 


Dee. 
EY 
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the Earihly, which are the Elemen 
of Bread and Wine; and the H 
venly, which is the Power of the N 
ly Ghoſt deſcending upon Conſecy 


tion, and ſanctifying the Bread 


Wine, and invigorating them with th 
divine Virtue of Chriſt's Body a 
Blood. For tho', as Theodoret ſpeak 
The Symbols of our Lord's Body at 
Blood, after the Prayer of Conſecratiq 


Dial. 2. 


from their own Nature, for they remai 


bim on the Altar, and that he would I 
| ſan#tifie them, that they might becom 
the Body and Blood of his Son Jen 


in their former Eſſence, and Figure, au 
Shape, and are viſible and ſenſible, ſul 
as before they were. And the Pries 
that officiated in the ancient Churcii 
not only rehearſed the Evangelical 
Hiſtory of the Inſtitution of this holy 
Sacrament, and pronounced theſe word 
of our Saviour, This is my Body, thi 
| 75 my Blood; but he offered up a Pray 
of Conſecration to God, beſceching hin 
That he would ſend down his Holy Spiri 
apon the Bread and Wine preſented 


are changed, and becomi 
other; yet they depart nll 


Chriſt : Not with reſpect to the groſ 
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en nages or Subſtance, but only as t 
R ſpiritual Energy and Virtue of hi 
oly Fleſh and Blood, communicate 
cn the bleſſed Elements by the Power 
d Operation of the Holy Ghoit de- 
ending upon them; whereby the Be- 
and Blood of Chriſt is verily and in- 
Led taken by the Faithful in the Lord s- 
upper. This Prayer is found in all the 
tinWecicnt Liturgies; and ſome learne 
e have thought that 
St. Paul alluded to ſome- 
a ling of this Nature, when he ſpeak 
the Offering of the Gentiles being 
ade acceptable by the Sanfification off 


Rom. 15. 16. | 


iel de Holy Ghoſt; there being no leſs than 
ce Liturgical Words in that Text, as 
gs been obſerved by learned Men. 
And as thisChriſtian Sacrifice was de- 


ned to render God propitious to us, 
Dy repreſenting to him the Merits of 
ur Saviour's-Sufferings ; ſo it was in- 
im ttuted to be a ſtanding Monument of 
nc infnite Love of our Saviour, in dying 
rr us; and by eating and drinking at 
Wood's Table, according to Chriſt's Ap- 
1 WWpointment, to fix in our Souls the Me- 
1 nory of thoſe invaluable Bleſlings he 
bas purchaſed for us, and to commu- 


14.0 The tower of Aamimiſiring 
icate to all worthy Receivers the g; 
efit of his Sacrifice upon the Crok 
pon which account it is called 7 
oinmunion of his Body and Blood. Ay 
t was moreover ordained to be a Bay 
f Union to knit Chriſtians togetheri 
he ſame Fellowſhip and Communio 
hus the infinite Love of Chriſt a 
xarcd not only in giving himſelf: 
ie for us, but in ſo far complying wit 
he weakneſs of our Nature, as to i 
tirute and ordain holy Myſteries 
| ledges of his. Love, and for a cont 
ual remembrance of his Death to o 
great and endleſs Comfort. 
| And fince we live in an Age th 
is inclinable to make all the znhery 
Powers in the Prieſt hood, to be the H 
fects of Prieſtcraft; and that othenſif 
take upon them to ſign and ſeal C 
venants in God's Name, who have Mi 
ceived no Commiſſion to that purpoſe 
It will be fit for any Man that pre 
| pares himſelf for this holy Ordinance 
to conſider who has the Power of at 
minifiring this Holy, Sacrament ; wh 
ther Lay-men as well as Clergy-ma 
that have received their Commilſtu 


by Succeſlion from the — 4 1 


41 Bhs 
[ 5Y 
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= 
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ee calls him, the Higb-Prieſt over 


ieſthood, what Neceſlity there was 
fa change from the one to the other; 
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onſideration J am ſure will be of 
reat Comfort to the faithful Mem- 
ders of the Church of England, which 
has preſerved the ancient Apoſtolical 
overnment , and the Primitive Or- 
ers in a due Subordination, whereby 
ey are ſecured of a right and truly 
anonical Miniſtry. HIM 6 

Now to fatishe our ſelves in theſe 
nquiries we mult obſerve, that in the 
rt Inſtitution of this Sacrament, it 
vas celebrated by our Lord and Ma- 
er Jeſus Chriſt; He bleſſed the Bread 
and W inc, and gave both to his Diſ- 
iples; and he himſelf was, as the A. 


le Houſe of God. And indeed, the 
Deſign of the Epiſtle to the /Zebrews 
eems to be to ſhew us the difference 
between the two Covenants, the Na- 
ure of the Levitical and Evangelical 


hat the Evangelical was after the 
Order of Melchiſedec; that our Savi- 
ur was the High-Prieſt of that Order, 
d that this Honour he took not to 

imſelf, but was called of God to it, 
well as Aaron was to his. The Sa- 


ment. 


O__The Powe: Aammilt! 21 
crament being thus inſtituted, and th 
Elements being conſecrated by a Pri 
at the firſt Celebration of it; the Apo 
ſtles kept cloſe to their Maſter's Ini 
tution ; being commanded to d iff 
ame in remembrance of him; they con 
ſecrated the Elements, and gave then 
to the People, as he before did to then 
and the ſame did the Biſhops, their Sul 
ceſſors after them, and thoſe that they 
appointed. And this was ſo conſtant: 
Iy and univerſally practiſed in thek 
early times, that one Inſtance is not tg 
be brought to the contrary. 
Beſides, the very Nature of a Sacra 
ment requires commiſſioned Officers fo 
the Adminiſtrations of it. For Sac; 
ments being Seals of the Covenant o 
Grace, of that Covenant between Gol 
and Man, which our Saviour purchalci 
for us, and confirmed with his Blood: 
Who can ſeal this Covenant, unleſs ſuch 
as are empowered by God to tranſact 
with us in his Name? On our part to 
offer up our Prayers and Supplications 
o him; and on his, to bleſs us, to ab- 
ſolve us from our Sins upon Repel 
tance, and to ſeal the Pardon of them 
by admitting us to partake of theſe ho- 
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ow what need was there of this Di- 


Won in conferring Orders; if they had 
particular Powers to exerciſe, and 


Wc Minifring either of 


W-burch from the beginning of Chriſtia- 


the HoLy SACRAMENT. F 


To this End the Apoſtles were care- 
in providing good Men to ſucceed: 
em in their Miniſtry ; St. Paul was 
meſt with Titus to ordain Elders in 
ery City, and with Timothy, to lay 
lands fuddenly on no Man; and in his 
piſtles to both, he deſcribes, and that 
jcely too, the Qualifications of thoſe 
at were to be admitted to Eccleſia- 
ical Orders. In the Church of Co- 
ub there were Prophets andTeachers,, 
Wclpers and Governours, which were 
heir Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. 


inction, and of this great care and cau- 


at every Lay- man had an equal Right 
diſpenſe them? Our Church in aſſert- 
g the Supremacy of Sovereign Magi- 
rates has declared, that A 

rt. 31. 
od's Word or of the Sacraments is not 
wen to Princes, becauſe they are not 
veſted with, nor have a Sovereign 
Viipoſal of the Power of Orders. 
But the Practice of the Chriſtian 


ty ſufficiently confutes the Reaſon- 


10.00. 
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[ings of Theiffs and Enthuſiaſts ; a 
Matter of Fact is too ſolid and ſubſtag 
tial an Argument to be confuted þ 
Art and Sophiſtry. St. Clement in h 
Ox.Edp.4.8 Epiſtle to the Corinthin 
.. P.. 9. tells us, when the Apof 
planted Churches, they made the fi 
Fruits of thoſe they converted, Biſhops ai 
Deacons over thoſe that ſhould aft 
wards believe. And that as the Pri 
[Have the proper Services appointed then 
P. 8). appertaining. to their M 
niſtries; ſo the Laymani 

| confined within the Bounds of what is conf 
manded to Lay-men. And in anotha 
Place he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, All tu 
Duties which the Lord hath commani 
us to do, e ought to do thn 
regularly and orderly; 9 
Oblations and divine Services to celebru 
them on ſet and appointed Times. For 
hath he ordained, not that we ſhould if 
them at hap hazard,and without order, bi 
at certain determinate Days and Time 
where allo, and by whom he will ha 
them executed, himſelf hath defined aff 
cording to his "ſupreme Will. St. 1g 
tins, who was Diſciple to St. John, a4 
Biſhop of Autioch, in his 1 to ta 


Cap. 40. 
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a rncans, p. 6. is more expreſs toſcc. “ 


tis purpoſe 3 Let no Man do any thing, 
d s he, of what belongs to the Church 
in hout the Biſhop : Let that Euchariſt 


eſteemed firm and valid, which ts 
ther adminifired by the Biſhop, or by him 
hom he authoriſes : Whereſoever the Bi- 
op ſhall appear, there the People ought 
be, as where Jeſus Chriſt is, there is 
he Catholick Church. It is not lawful 


bout the Biſhop, either to baptiſe or to 
rate the Holy Communion ; for what- 
an W:ver he ſhall approve that will be ac- 
conf: 112512 to God, to the end that what- 


erer is done may be regular and of 
Wore. And Tertullian teſtifies of the 
hriſtians of his Time, De Cor. Mil. 
at as they did receive cap. 3. Nec de 
. 3. Nec: 
be Sacrament of the Eu- aliorunfmany, 
r eri in their Meetings quam Præſi- 
Wire Day, 7 it was only dentmum. 
um the Hands of their Biſhops. | 
8 1 would only deſire thoſe, who are too 
Yytto attack the Chriſtian Prieſts, as the 
ebellious Princes did Moſes and Aaron, 
dy inſinuating, that hey take too much 
pon them z. and by demanding, where- 
ere they lift up themſelves _ 
bove the Congregation of NE 
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theLord to be mindful of their Puniſh, 


ment, and to conſider how ſevyercj 


God revenged their Infolence, in cu 
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fing the Earth to open her Mouth, a» 
to ſwallow up them and all their 4 


herents. 


The Second Part of Preparation con 
ſiſts in thoſe pious Di/poſitions of Mini 
which qualifie us to receive this Sac 
ment after a worthy manner, and mal 


us fit Gueſts at the Lord's-Table. A0 
therefore when we plead the Merit oil 
Chriſt's Death and Paſſion before G 
the Father in this Chriſtian Sacriichl 
it ought to be accompanied with a moi 
| thankful Acknowledgment of thoſe gre 
Bleſſings our Saviour has purchaſed io 
us by his Sufferings, and with a public 
proclaiming to all the World, the greif 
Senſe we have of ſuch invaluable Kind 
neſs. With a hearty Repentance for ig 
the Sins we have been guilty of un 1 
Thought, Word and Deed; for this v 
the end of his Death, to reconcile 1 oh 
3 God, by turning us fru 
__.... ſaiquities Wirh 1 

Reſolutions of better Obedience; to 
he gave himſelf for us, 70 puriſie 
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u %/7 a peculiar People ,_ 
rej Flons of good Forks. Tit. 2, 7% 
ca ith an entire Reſignation of our Souls 
Wd Bodies to be a. reaſonable, holy, 
Wd lively Sacrifice unto him; for he 
the juſteſt Claim to us, becauſe he 


0 chaſed us at the Price x 

. BY Shiga IA. 
In s o Blood. Witha - © * 
ant endeavour to make ſome Pro- 


ag ciency in all the Virtues of the Chri- 
in. Life, becauſe he has obtained for 
t by the Merits of his Sufferings, the 
ace and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy 
Wit, to work in us both p.. | 
Wh will and to do of bis 


ei Pleaſure. With a Readineſs of 
f nd to be reconciled to all thoſe that 
ive offended us, becauſe when we were 
e nemics.2ve were reconciled. 

by the Death of his Noe 91 
„ With. hearty and ſincere Love and 


barity to our Brethren, contributing 
l we can to the relief of Chriſt's poor 
iſtreſſed Members, by reaſon he was 
Be liberal of his ineſtimable Blood for 
. Laſtly, with the purity of our Iuten- 
n, ſincerely aiming at and deſign- 
Ing to anſwer all thoſe Ends and Pur- 
Poſes for which this holy Sacrament 
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Gift to the Altar, and there 


was ordained; and not merely to co 
ply with Cuſtom, and to qualifie 
ſelves for a profitable Employment 
But then it muſt be noted, that; 
theſe Qualifications are the ſame tt 


ve are obliged to acquire by our . 


tiſmal Yow, and are neceffary in t 


Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, and int 


| Uſe of all other Means of Grace. 
| except we confeſs our Sins with 
| humble, penitent and obedient Hes 


and are ready to forgive thoſe t 
have offended us, and ask with Fait 
even our Prayers and Praiſes will 
no acceptance at the Throne of Grac 
Indeed Charity and Good. WII town 
all Men, was always thought fo n 
ceſſary a Qualification for the Cet 
bration of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, th 
in the ancient Church, at the very 


trance thereunto, the Deacon was wo 
to proclaim, Let no Man have ou 


againſt his Brother. And this pract 
was founded upon our Saviour's Ord 


| nance, in his divine Sermon upon tb 


Mount, If thou bringeſt thy 
fat.5. 232 


remembreſt that thy Brother hath ougl 


againſt thee, leave the Gift before i 


e 7 LEI 
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ection, Let à Man exa- 
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tar, and go thy way, firſt be reconcile 
thy Brother, and then come and offer 
Gift. Which Scripture, in the ſenſe 
the Primitive Church, was taken to 
an Evangelical Conſtitution, impli- 
by. way of Anticipation that our 
viour would leave ſome Rite to his 
hurch, inſtead and after. the manner 
the Sacriftces of the Law, which 
ould begin with an Oblation, as they 
d; and that, to require this proper 
d peculiar Qualification in the Of- 
rer, to be at Peace, and without Eu- 
ity with his Brother; inſomuch that 
eneus ſeems to place 


at Purity of the Evan- Lib. cal344 


elical Oblation, prophe- Chap. I. V. 1. 
ed of by Malachi, prin- 
ipally in this Requiſite. | 

And beſides this, the only Duty the 
cripture ſeems to make peculiar to the 
eceiving the holy Sacrament, is Self- 
xamination. This is St. Paul's Di- 


ine himſelf, and ſo let 


im eat of that Bread and drink o, 
vat Cup; which if taken in the largeſt 


enſe, for ſearching into the State of 


ur Souls in order to know how far 


We 


1 Cor, 11. 28k 
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and tis impoſhble a Chriſtian ſhoy 


matter, it will appear, that the Ex 


| 


one might examine his Comportmeal 


we believe and practiſe what is q 
quired of us, and to amend for the] 
ture what has been amiſs in our yy 
Conduct, 1s certainly obliging at oth 
times, as well as before the Sacramen 


govern his Life with that neceſſe 
Care and Watchfulneſs that 1s requin 
without practiſing of it very trequen 
ly. And yet I believe, if the Senſe 


St. Paul be impartially weighed in th 


rern. 


mination he recommends, is not that. 
our State and Condition towards Golf 
and of our Duty in general; but an £4 
mination of our manner of Eating Wl 
Lord's-Supper by Chriſt” s Inſtitution of if 
to ſee whether our Behaviour componif 
with the Rules of the Inſtitution, a 

with the end for which it was inftin 
ted. For to remedy the Diſorders thi 
were in the Church of Corinth, in thi 
Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper 
he ſets before them Chriſt's Inſtiu 
tion of the holy Sacrament, that thei 
might acquaint themſelves with ti 
manner and end propoſed in the pi 
taking of it; ſo that by that, eval 


1 + hes. 
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rhereir 


a 4a 4 x6 


RC OO I” a... 43 


a ek Holy Communion: 59 


rein, whether conformable to that 
ſtitution, and ſuited to that End. In 
e account St. Paul gives of Chriſt's In- 
tution, he remarks, that Eating and 
Irinking in the Sacrament, was no 
art of common Eating and Drinking 
xr Hunger and 'Thirft, but to repre- 


the 
Ir pi 
Odd 
Men 
hoy 
2eſſy 


uin nt Chriſt's Body and Blood, to be ea- 
luna and drank in remembrance of him, 
nic r as the Apoſtle expounds it him- 
ati, 7% ſpew forth the Lord's. Death. 
Eee moreover obſerves, that this was 
hat one by all who were preſent, united 
I Ygether in one Company at the ſame 


re. All which put together, ſhews; 
bat the Examination here propoſed 
Wares to; for the deſign of the Apo- 
date being to reform thoſe Abuſes he 
ound fault with in their celebrating 
he Lord's-Supper, tis by that alone 
Fc muſt interpret the Directions he 
ves concerning it, if we will ſuppoſ 
e talked pertinently to the Subject in 
and; which was to reduce the Co- 


be 1/1015 from the Irregularities they 
te vere run into in this matter. And if 
at 


the account of Chriſt's Inſtitution be 
not brought in for their examining their 
arriage by it, and their adjuſting their 


(Com 


160 _The Duty of Self-Examinany 
{Comportment to it, it will be hard g 
lind a Reaſon for what purpoſe it j 
here mentioned. 10 7 
From hence we may therefore g 
her what that unworthy Receivim 
was, which is added in the C6 
rinthians by St. Paul, and what was th 
uniſhment annexed to it: It was they 
diſorderly and irreverent Participatic 
df the Lord's-Supper ; it was their Eat 
ng and Drinking after an unworth 
anner, without a -due regard to the 
anner and End of that holy Inftity 
ion; Without a due Reſpect had to til 
ord's Body, in a diſcriminating a 
urely Sacramental Uſe of the Breu 
and Wine that repreſented it. It bei 
the Cuſtom of the Chriſtians in the 
\poſtolical Times to receive the hoy 
Euchariſt after their Feaſts of Charity 
herein the Rich and the Poor wer 
vont to eat together with great Sobr: 
ety and Temperance ; in the Churd 
of Corinth this Method was not obſer 
red; the Poor were not admitted to 
his common Feaſt ; for in eating eve) 
que too before each other his own Hur 
per; ſo that when ſome wanted, others 
vere guilty of ſcandalous Exceſs, and 
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ok Intemperance : And the effect of it 
as, They did not diſcern the Lord's Bo- 
They made no difference between 
eSacrament and a common Meal; be- 
een what was to ſuſtain their Bodies 
d what was to nouriſh their Souls. So 
at to eat the Bread, and drink of the 
p, in the Holy Sacrament without 
due and direct diſcrimination had 
the Lord's-Body, by ſeparating the 
end and Wine from the common 
e, of eating and drinking for Hunger 
IThirſt, was to eat unworthily. The 
niſhment annexed. to theſe Miſcar- 
ges, were Infirmities, Sickneſs, and 
aporal Death, with which God cor- 
ed them, that they might not 
condemned with the unbelieving 
ord. By which it appears, that 
pporal Judgments muſt be under- 
od by the W ord our Tranſlators ren- 
Damnation. Tho' it theſe tempo- 
Judgments had not produced A- 
ndment and Reformation, ſuch a 
ntempt of holy things might have 
de them obnoxious to the eternal 
ment of God. Is 
Now 1t appears farther, by the Na- 
coftheſe Puniſhments, that the Exa- 
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62 The Perſons not Onaliße, 


the living in the conſtant habitual? 


mination St. Paul recommends, refem 
to the Inſtitution of the Sacramey 
for if the Unworthineſs here {ſpoken q 
was either Unbelief, or any of thy 
Sins which are uſually made the M 
ter of Examination, tis to be preſury 
the Apoſtle would not wholly ha 
paſs d them over in Silence: Thi 
leaſt is certain, that the Puniſhment; 

theſe Sins is infinitely greater than tl 
which God here inflicts on un won 
Receivers, whether they who are gui 
of them receive the Sacrament or i 
That then which makes a Man if 
ſolutely unfit to receive the Hoy 
crament , beſides Ignorance of li 
meaning of that holy Inſtitution, 


ctice of any known Sin without Rep 
tance. Such a Man's Approach toi 
holy Table, would be a mocking of ul 
and a great Contempt of his Auth 
ty; and tho' the ancient Diſciplin 
the Church is at a low ebb among 
yet there is ſtill Power to debar li 
icandalous and open mo the C 
; munion, and a partic 
amen. © Parochial) 


niſters not to admit ſuch. But the 
f OVZ 


* 
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ght to be obſerved, that this impe- 
rent State makes our Prayers alſo an 
bomination to the Lord; for to pro- 
ß our ſelves ſorry for our Sins, and 
ſolved to forſake them, when we 
ve no ſenſe of the one, nor are de- 
rmined to do the other, is the great- 
Affront imaginable to our Maker, 
ſuppoſing that either he does not 
ow our Hearts, or that he will be 
exed when we draw near to him 
ith our Lips, though our Hearts are 
from him. IN 1 
There is a caſe indeed, wherein, I 
ink, a Man may be ſuppoſed quali- 
d to attend the public Prayers of the 
urch, and yet that it may be fit for 
m to abſtain from approaching the 
tar; which is when a Man firſt riſes 
unfeigned Repentance from a deplo- 
ble fall into ſome grievous Sin; the 
ſt Scene of his penitential Sorrows 
ould paſs in the Exerciſe of Morti- 
ation and Selt-demial, and ſome time 
ay be neceſſary to prove the Since- 
y of his return to his Duty. And 
is agreeable to the Di/cipline of the 
urch in the primitive Times, when | 
hoever was found guilty of any ſcan- 
—D-2—- datots- 
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—— : 
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dalous Fault, was according to t 
Nature of the Offence debarred th 
Communiona ſhorter ora longer time 
ſo that it will very well become th 


Modeſty of a Penitent in theſe lol 


times wherein the Chriſtian Di/cipl 
is relaxed, to exerciſe it upon himſel 


it being reaſonable, that the Senſe 
any heinous Crime Jately committ 
ſhould ſo far humble and mortifie us, 


to make us ready and willing to 1 


oſe this Penance upon our ſelves; 
thinking our ſelves for ſome time u 
worthy to participate in the high 
and moſt ſolemn Act of Religion. 


In ſhort, the beſt Preparation fortl 
| Sacrament is a conſtant Endeavour lM 


live as becomes that holy Religion y 
profeſs. For they who really belief 


the Chriſtian Religion, and fincer 


govern their Lives by the Doctring 


and Precepts of the Goſpel of t 
Bleſſed Jeſus, have all that ſubſtant 
Preparation that qualifies them to pi 
take in this holy Ordinance, 
ought to receive at any time wit 
there is an Opportunity, though the 
were not beforchand acquainted . 
it. Indeed when they have a foreſig 
- 
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their communicating, 'tis very ad- 
iſeable they ſhould trim their Lamps, 
amine the State of their Minds, re- 
gew their Repentance, exerciſe their 
harity, enlarge their Devotions, ſpi- 
litualize their Affections; and in or- 
Ber to this, ſhould retire from Buit- 
cſs and Pleaſure, as far as the Na- 
re of their Circumſtances will ad- 
nit; that by Prayer, Faſting, and 
Flms-deeds, their Minds may be rai- 
td to reliſh Spiritual Enjoyments. 
Put ſtill great care muſt be taken, that 


ben a Man is habitually prepared 
edo not impoſe upon himſelf ſo muc 
Wcual Preparation, as ſhall make hin 
ir Woe an Opportunity of receiving the 


u oly Sacrament, when he has not had 
lei me to go through with that Method 
eue has preſcribed to himſelf. | 


Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour 20 an/wer 
ome Oljections againſt Frequent Commus 
ion. | | | 


Object.1. The jr uſualOhjection Me 
nake is, That they are unworthy to re 
ve the holy Sacrament, and conſequent] 
bey approach God's Table they ſhalle 
Ind drink Damnation to themſelves. 
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ſuch who live in a courſe of Wicke 
neſs, tis certain as long as they reſoh 
to continue ſuch, they are very un 
to approach theſe holy Myſterie 
while they are at open Defiance wil 
God Almighty, break all his Law 
and refuſe all Offers of Reconciliatiqg 
they ought not to be admitted 
Gueſts at God's holy Table; and 
the Diſcipline of the Church were! 
ftored, which is founded upon th 


Lays of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ay 
{ſhould be excommunicated, and throy 
lout of the Community of Chriſtian 
iven publick Teſtimonies of their Sq 


row and Repentance. But all Me 


the Commiſſion of another. | 


or 


Vel 


ſufficiently explained to us by prima 
tive Practice, ſuch refractory Sinn 


and not be re- admitted till they hall 


eaſily ſee the Vanity of this Excul 
becauſe one Fault can never juſtin 


66 The Objection of Unworthing F 
— Auſw. If this Objection is made i 
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en take the Word Unworthy in a 
ct Senſe, for ſuch Perſons as no way 
eſerve thoſe great Benefits that are 
rd and conferr'd in the Holy Sa- 
ament, no Man ſhould ever receive 


all, becauſe no Man deſerves any 
king ar God's Hands, much leſs thoſe 


We ö 
le 9 


*ked 
{ol 
unk 
Ties 
Wit 
aw; 


tofWraluable Bleſſings purchaſed for us 
d Chriſt's Death; and yet they that 
1d Wake the Objection do venture at ſome 
eeat Solemnities ro approach theſe 


A" 


oy Myſteries ; which makes it won- 
W-rt1] how they can reconcile thi 
Wir Notion of Unworthineſs, wit 

ei Practice of receiving at ſuch Sea 
n; or elſe they muſt have at thok 
Huh nes a better Opinion of themſelve 
han is conſiſtent with Chriſtian Hu- 


— 


ulity. But there is a great difference 
J obe made between deſerving that Fa- 
ul 


our, and between receiving that Faq 
our after a worthy and fit manner] 
Ve may have no Merit. to procure us 


ich Benefits as may be conferred up- 
fen us; and yet if we receive the 
he eth a great Senſe of Gratitude, ac 
nent 


nowledging the Bounty of the Giver 
"th a great Senſe of our own Deme 
„, owning they are infinitely above 

4 _ 
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68 The Objettion of Unworthing 


our Deſerts, with Care and Dilige 
to receive them in the Way and N 
ner preſcribed, and with Reſolutio 
of making the beſt Returns we are 
pable of; we may be truly ſaid to; 


# . - n 
ceive ſuch Favours after a wort 


manner, tho' we are never ſo uny 
thy of the Benefits themſelves. 


Hians, has been already explain 


ith the Punithment annex'd to iſ 


hich will certainly, if ſeriouſly c 
idered, abate thoſe Fears which 
oo often poſſeſs devout Souls; and 


they are in earneſt, will be able i 
turn their Fears quite on the conti 
de, and make them apprehenſive of 


rovoking God, by neglecting a pojii 
pon all Chriſtians. 

ſtians before we partake of theſe Þ 
vine Myſteries z tis enough we ſincer 
ly defire to be ſuch, and if ſo, we ih! 


ſmunion to be the molt effectual meal 


] 


| The anworthy Eating and Drink 
condemned by St. Paul in the Con 


Command of our Saviour's, by him l 


It is not to be ſuppoſed, that ll 
mult be perfect and ſtrong grown Chi 


| 


find the frequent Ulſe of the Holy Com 


to that purpoſe. We are here ina Vl 
— | 12 
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gen T cars 3; where ſhould we ſeek for 
MalWonfort, but from the Source of all 
ati y and Satisfaction? We are ſurround- 
re vith a multirude of Temptations, 
to here ſhall we find Strength to reſiſt 
ort em, but in this Divine Armoury ? 


e are loaded with many Imperfecti- 
;, and ſometimes, by Negligence or 
urprize, fall a Prey to the Tempter: 
hat ſo proper to waſh away our Stain, 


Wa 


ki 
or 
une 
0 i hich was ſhed to that very End and 
ce urpoſe? So that the very Seuſe of our 
worthineſs, if rightly applied, ſhould: 


Wucntly, that we might become better. 


u Object. 2. Some Object, That the 
ve N aent uſe of the holy Sacrament may 
an apt to abate and diminiſh that Re- 


erence and Reſpect which Men ou ght to 
ave for it. | : i 
Auſw. This Objection is founded up- 
hin the Experience Men have, that their 
amiliarity and intimate Converſe with: 

en and Things in this World, is apt 


cer 
ba diminiſh their Value and Reſpect. 
ner them; not conſidering that it is 


ite the contrary in Spiritual Things, 
he frequent Uſe. whereof is the like- 


þ 


that precious ineſtimable Blood, 


: nicken our Zeal in approaching fre- 


| 
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lieſt means to encreaſe our Veneratig 
and Reſpect towards them. An uy 
jnterrupted Enjoyment of the god 


hings of this World may very wall 
flen our Eſteem of them, becauſe M 


-4 


Fonvinces us they do not adminiſtf 


hat Happineſs which they promiſ 


ut the more we employ our ſelves 
piritual Exerciſes, we find they pu 
uce a Satisfaction that riſes abo 


what we expected, or worldly Me 
can imagine. The better we kno 


Men, the more we diſcover their Fril 
ties and Imperfections; at a diſtance y 


mall admire his divine Perfection 


ſee only the Brightneſs of their go 
Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondenai 
[acquaints us with their Failings ; an 
{therefore our Familiarity with the bell 
[of Men may be apt to abate that Re 
{pe& we paid them at a diftance, bil 
reaſon of that mixture of Frailty whial 
accompanies their greateſt Vertu 
But the oftner we converſe with G 
in his holy Ordinances, the more 


and the more we ſhall be diſpoſed u 
conform our ſelves to his Likend 
for an Object of infinite Perfection 
it ſelf, and of infinite Goodneſs to u 
A 


raped from that divine Inſtitution. 
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11 always raiſe our Admiration and 
eighten our Reſpect and Eſteem the 
ore we contemplate it: it being the 
ſcovery of ſome Imperfection, of 
me flaw, where we thought there 
35 none, that leſſens our Efteem and 
rovokes our Contempt. 

Object. 3. Others pretend, That the 
Mom of frequent Communion diminiſhes 
e Profit and Advantage that is to be 


Anſw.'T his Objection is founded up- 
n the unhappy Temper of moſt Men, 
ho are apt to put the greateſt value 


pon things that are rare and uncom- | 
on, and to neglect, or at leaſt to | 
erform Actions of the greateſt Conſe- 
uence after a flight and careleſs man- 


er when they frequently occur. But 
the fear of falling into this weaknefs 
ere a ſufficient reaſon to abſtain from 
equent Communion, it would hold 
th as much Force againſt frequent 
mayer, which the Precepts of the Goſ- 
« make neceſſary; and therefore as 
praying often we at length learn to 
day well, ſo in frequently receiving 
he Holy Sacrament, that Fervor an 


ppetite ſenſibly encreaſes, which is 
D 


AS 3 


Zee COMMUNION 
ſo neceſſary to make us receive vn 

Advantage. If People reap no Proj 
from their frequent Communions, tl 
Fault muſt be laid upon the Negligenef 
of their Lives, and upon the {ligh 
Care they take in the Examination of 
their Conſciences; and if upon a {tri 
Inquiry they find any ſecret Sin uni 
pented of, any habitual Neglect of thu 
Duty, this great Bar to the Influence 
Grace muſt be removed. And if, a 
ter that, they {till make the fan 
Complaint, they muſt conſider W 
they mean by. Unprofitablenels ; ta 
tis certain, if we bring a right Ten 
per of Mind, the Body and. Blood of 
Chriſt in the Sacrament is of great Pr 

fir and Advantage to us. If we 
penitent. it ſeals to us the Pardon of 
our Sins; if we are ſincere, it fort 
fies our Reſolutions, if we believe, 
ſtrengthens our Faith; and if we af 
real and in earneſt, it enflames ou 
Charity; but if we think it muſt cul 
us of all thoſe Imperfections which a 
inſeparable from the frailty of our N 
ture, we deceive our ſelves. The bel 
of Chriſtians groan under the PerverlM 
 acls and. Irapotence of corrupt Natur 


| 
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wal); if we expect always thoſe heaven- 
ſoys and Raptures which God is 
u leaſed ſometimes to communicate to 
is faithful and devout Servants, we 
re too preſumptuous; God may den 

2n os thoſe Fore- taſtes of Bliſs to keep us 
ſtraßz umble, and to quicken our Induſtry] 
me attain them; and if God does not 
ommunicate himſelf to us after that 
ce May and manner our ſhallow Reaſon 
hinks moſt deſirable, it does not be- 
ome us to lay any Blame upon this 
Ivine Ordinance; which is certainly 


—_ PL 


f it ſelf the moſt efficacious means ta 
en rake us juſt and charitable, pious and 
d erout. And they that owe their Ar- 


lours at the Altar to their ſeldom ap- 
roaching the holy Table, have too 
nuch Reaſon to conclude they are more 
affected from the rarity and unuſual- 
ſs of the Action, than from the di- 
ine Virtue that flows from it; like 
ou thoſe that converſe ſeldom with Men 
cud! great Quality and Title, the Awe 
 aWhey feel of their Greatneſs proceeds 
ore from their not being uſed to fre- 
quent their Company, than from the 
Vpinion of their true Worth and Dig- 
pity. So that theſe Pcople ſeem rather. 

— — — 1 


Eręguen "OMMUNIC 


to be under the Power of Nature thy 
the Influences of Grace. 


Jam ſure Experience will infonnf= 
s, that the devouteſt Ages of thi 


Church were thoſe wherein thePracticlf 

f frequent Communion moſt prevail 
d. Never was there ſo much Ferro 
nd Strictneſs of Piety, as when t 
aithful met daily at the Lord - 
le. And in the Accounts we har 
f the greateſt Saints, never any on: 
xcelled in the Virtues of the Chriſt 
ife, but what diſtinguiſhed himidM 
y frequently nouriſhing his Soul wit 


his heavenly Banquet. 
| Nay, I dare appeal to thoſe hoy 
Souls who live under a ſtrict Senſe d 
their Duty in this particular, and em 
brace all Opportunities which the Pro- 

idence of God offers them to comme: 
norate the ineffable Love of their dy: 
ing Redeemer; whether they do not 
find themſelves more determined to be 
juft in all their Dealings, and readier to 
relieve the Neceflities of the Poor 
whether their Affections to the Wordt 
do not loſe Ground, and their Deſire 


P e TOR. LIE I: „ 1 


towards Heaven do not grow more im 
| [tenſe and vigorous, whether their Pa- 


41/34 


Put and Profitable 75 


ons are not more calm, and their Pa- 
ence and Submiſſion to the Will of 
od more evident and conſpicuous | 
ether they are not ſenſible of leſs] 
ondneſs for Life, leſs Earneſtneſs for 
rifles, leſs Deſire of Glory, leis Eager- 
es for Profit, and leſs Concern for- 
hatever the World moſt eſteems? 
Object. 4. It is farther objected ,| 
bat Men of great Buſineſs, either in 
Mick or private Affairs, may juſtly be 
mſed from frequent Communion , be- 
uſe they have not leiſure to prepare 
„ 
Anſav. Any Buſineſs tho' lawful in 

own Nature, yet if proſecuted to 
ch a degree as to take Men off from 
e Care of their Souls, ought to be 
id aſide; becauſe the Salvation of 
ur Souls is of much greater Conſe- 
uence than any Affair that relates 
this World; and wiſe Men propor- 


jon their Care of a thing according 


its worth; they do not ſpend their 
me upon Trifles, and neglect what 
0 be of the greateſt Conſequence. 
ſuppoſe they who make this Objecti- 
n, deſign to be ſaved, and therefore 


lt own that their Souls are of great- 
— 
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26 Much Bujmeſs content 
er worth than their Bodies, and th 
they mult certainly find a time: 
dic, however careleſs and neglige 
they may be in making a due Prepan 
tion for it. But beſides, the C 


of our temporal Concerns, and our] 


: ry to God, are very conſiſtent. A gr 
deal of Buſineſs and the Duties of Ref 
ligion may ſtand together, provid 


we govern our Affairs by Chrift 
Principles. For tho' ſuch Men ha 
not leiſure for fo much actual Prep 
ration, yet they may have all th; 
habitual Preparation upon which th 


Matter. Nay, even the conſcientiou 
Diſcharge of their Buſineſs. is an ad 
mirable Qualification for receiving th 
Sacrament. A Man is ſerving Go 
when he follows his Calling with Dt 
hgence, and obſerves Juſtice and E. 
quity in all his Dealings; when! 
manages the Affairs of the Public 
with Fidelity and Honeſty; witholl 
ſelling Juſtice, without Oppreſſion, 


private Intereſt. 7 | 
Dangers and Temptations he is expo. 


great ſtreſs ought to be laid in ti 


and without facrificing them to li 
And the great! 


ied to, the greater need he has i 


[| 


beir Duty in this Particular, if they 


he Church, which en- Comm. 
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od's Grace and Aſſiſtance which is 
undantly communicated in this holy 
rdinance. When we travel in Ways 
equented by Robbers, we go well- 
med and unite Companies, that we 
ay be the better able to defend our 
pes. So that the Man of Buſineſs 
ho has any ſerious iy of another 
Vorld, ought more eſpecially to lay 
old on ſuch Opportunities, which may 
cure him againſt thoſe Dangers he 
aly converſes with, and which may 
the him againſt thoſe watchful Ene- 
ies that lie in wait to deſtroy him. 
or as they who have leiſure ought 
equently to receive the holy Com- 
union, as the beſt Improvement of 
er Time; fo they that are en- 
aged in many worldly Affairs ought 
0 come often to the Sacrament, and 
m how to ſanctifie their Employ- 
ents. 7 


Objeck. J. Others think they /atisfe 
mply with the Command Rub. after the 


vins three times in the Can. 217. 
tar, whereof Eaſter to be one, and ſo 
due themſelves excuſed from frequent 
AM AnſW. 
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Anſw. Theſe Objectors againſt 
quent Communion quite miſtake f 
Senſe of the Church in this Injunt 
who in her Exhortations excites us ll 
frequent Communion, and therefo 
in moſt Pariſhes invites us at le 
every Month, and in ſome Chur 
every Sunday, and every Holy-Dal 
[eſpecially in Cathedrals, Where 
Prieſts and Deacons 
enjoined at leafs to recs 
e every Lord"s-Day ; ex 
they have a reaſonable Cauſe to the wil 
trary. All that the ſays is, That CM 
ſtians ought to communicate at lll 
{three times in the Year, as if that m 
the minimum quod; that is, the led 
that is abſolutely neceſſary to den 
minate us Chriſtians; which if w 
neglect, we deſerve to be ſeparata 
from that Body whereof Chritt is th 
Head, and incur the Cenſures of tht 
Church, which when rightly diſper 
ſed are very terrible. I would fa 
know if a Phyſician ſhould tell a Ma 
that juſt ſo much is abſolutely Mi 
ceſſary to maintain Life; if he ſhoul 
eat leſs he would not only endangall 
his Health, but run the hazard of fa 


Rub. after the 
Commun. 
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Na himſelf; whether a Man that con 
e th nes himſelf to ſuch A Method would 
thought to be in Love with Life 
1; Wd whether thoſe that have good Ap 


ef MWtites could ſubſiſt under ſuch a Dit: 

ine. It is juſt the ſame in our ſpi 
al Life, ſo many times communi 
Dung preſerves us from being ſepara 


« ad from the Body of Chriſt, which is 
e Life of a Chriſtian; except we are 
lembers of his Body we cannot in an 
dinary way partake of the favoura 
: Influences of the Head, but this is 
t enough in order to our well-being 
W's a ſign that we are weak and very 
perfect Chriſtians, if we have ſo ſmall 
Appetite for this ſpiritual Food, tis 
tpn we have little Reliſn for the things 
God. Let us call to mind the Fer 
ours of the Primitive Chriſtians, who 
ade the Commemoration of our Sa 
our in the Euchariſt a conſtant part 
their publick Worſhip. As the pri 
tive Picty decayed, ſo the means of 
untaining it were leſs frequented ; 
pd 'twas the bad Lives of Chriſtian 


une their total Neglect of commu 
90 cating, which made the Church ob 
a- 


W2c them to receive at ſome certait 
| time 
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&__The great Advantages 0 


times under the penalty of Excomn 


nication. And is it becoming a M 


that has any Senſe of the Excellen 
of this Chriſtian Inſtitution, any) 
lue for the Privilege of being a 
ciple of the crucified Jeſus, any (; 
of his Salvation, any Deſire of be 
perfect as God is perfect, to exq 
himſelf from a neceflary Duty by 
Injunction , which was introduc 
by the Indevotion of negligent Ch 
ſtians ? "Tis not enough that we 
Chriſtians, we muſt grow in Gn 
and the Man of God muſt be ny 
perfect; of which when we are 0 
convinced, we ſhall never neg| 
frequent Communion, becauſe it 
the moſt effectual Means of atta 
ing it. 


Frourthly, ] ſhall in ſhort Tay befo 
you the great Advantages of frequi 
Communion. 

Our intimate Converſe with ten 
poral Things, and our Familia 
with the Delights and Satisfactions0 
Senſe, is but too apt to take off ol 
Minds from ſerious Thoughts, a 
to impair that Vigour and Reſojuti 


. 


_” 1 Bas A We. 


Without which we can no more main- 
in our Spiritual Life, than we can 


81 


pich ought to be employed about 
e one thing neceſſary. Now fre- 
ent Commumon keeps a /zve/y Sen/e 
Religion upon our Minds, and invi- 
rates them with treth Strength and 
wer to perform our Duty. It is 
e proper Nouriſhment of our Souls, 


ir Temporal, without eating and 
inking. | 
As long as we carry theſe frail and 
ful Bodies about us, the World, the 
<< and the Devil, thoſe conſtant 
nemies to our true Happineſs, will 
making perpetual Aſſaults upon our 
iue,, and uſing their beſt Endea- 
urs to corrupt our Innocence: Now 
equent Communion is the /overergn 
emedy againſt all their Temptations, by 
ortifying our Paſſions, by ſpirituali- 
ng our Affections; for how can we 
eld to any ſinful Satisfactions that 
cificd the Lord of Glory, or fix our 
arts upon perithing Objects, when 


od only deſerves, as he requires, the 


hole Man ? 

One of the great Advantages of our 

ariſtianity conſiſts in being made 
| 3 - Members 
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Members of Chriſt's Myſtical Bog 
by reaſon of thoſe happy Influeny 

e derive from our Head; and 
Happineh depends upon our enjoyiy 
his bleſſed Privilege. Now frequa 
ommunion preſerves this ſpiritual | 
ion inviolable, between Chritt and 4 
aithful Chriſtians; by a mutual | 
tercourſe of Goodneſs and Compaſli 
pardoning our Sins, in ſtrengi 
ing our feeble Virtues, and in con 
unicating heavenly Joys and For 
{tes of Happineſs ; and on our ſid 
y repeated Acts of Adoration af 
hankfulneſs, of Love and Admir 
ion, of Reſignation and Submiſſion h 
is holy Will, and of ſincere Profe 
ons of Conſtancy and Perſeverance i 
115 Service. 8 | 
We are convinced by fatal Expt 
1ence, that either through Surprize, oi 
he Strength of Temptation, we cannd 
lways ſtand upright z that we do thok 
hings we ought not to have done, and 
teave undone the things we ought t0 
ave done. Now this holy Sacramem 
erfetts our Repentance, and ratifies a 
onfirms to us the Pardon of our Siu 
epairs thoſe Breaches which our Fol 


reqnent COMMUNION. 83 
s5 have made in our Souls, and ap- 
lies to us in particular that Satiſ- 
ion which our Saviour made upon 
e Croſs, and conveys to us the Be- 
fits of that All- ſufficient Sacrifice, 
hereby God the Father is render'd 
wourable and propitious to us miſe- 
able Sinners. 
In this Vale of Tears, Afflictions and 
1lamities are often the Lot of the beſt 
Men. Now where ſhall we find Com- 
Wt under theſe Difficulties, or Strength 
} contend with them, but from that 
roviion that is adminiſtred at God's 
Wale; from thoſe Sufferings which our 
aviour endured for us, and no ways 
eſerved himſelf? For who can com- 
lan of Affliction in any kind, tha 
onſiders what neceſſary Corrective 
hey are of ourFollies, what noble Im 
provements of our Virtues, and what 
Wl eltimony they are of our Love an 
Affection to the Bleſſed Jeſus, when 
born with Patience and Submiſſion j| 
nd that withal remembers, that hig 
Lord and Maſter was made pe 
hrough Sufferings? Beſides, from thi 
Divine Nouriſhment we receive ſuc 
Fomfortable Impreſſions, as * th 
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Troubles of this Life loſe their Sting 
and it ſupplies us with {uch inward I) 
lights, as ſurpaſs all Expreſflion, 1 
which are only felt by thoſe that fn 
[quent] make the Experiment. 
This is the moſt proper Method y 
make our Bodies Temples of the Hoj 
Ghoſt, and the moſt effectual means 
fit and prepare our Souls tor the Ee 
nal Enjoyment of God. 


Fifthly, 1 ſhall ſhew the partital 
Care the Church of England has tal 
to prevent the Profanation of theſe hi 
Myſteries. 

Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of our ho 
ly Mother, that both by her Rubrick 
nd Canons, ſhe trains us up by gradu 
teps from our Infancy, to a worthy 
articipation of this Chriſtian Sacrifice 
or in our Baptiſm ſhe requires Spor 
ors, who ſhall ſtipulate for us, and gi 
ecurity for our Chriſtian Education 
e Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and in tht 
ommunion of the Catholick Church; 
ey being engaged not only to inſtru 
us in all the receſar 
nd of Publick Points of Faith, but ar 


priſm. Charged to take cue, ue 
| . we 
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no irc fit, that we be brought to the 
Do for Confirmation. This is an ad- 
onal Security to that Duty, which 
Lure and Chriſtianity has laid upon 
ents, and a happy Proviſion in caſe 
their Mortality. And not the Sure- 
only, but the Pariſh Prieſt or Cu- 
e is particularly enjoined to rate- 
e, fo inſtruct, to exa- 88 
e the Youth, and the 
mmon People in the Principles of the 
riſftiaun Religion, according to the 
urch Catechiſm; which Catechiſm is 
excellent Abridgment of all thoſe 


nos which are neceſſary to be belie- 


Can. go, 60,6 F. 


band practiſed, in order to the wel- 
ich of our Souls. And farther, the 
„ urch requires, that none be preſented 
thy 


he Biſhop for Confir= _ 

_ _ Rub. after the 
account of their Faith; 
which the Miniſter, who is to pre- 
ug them, is to be the Judge; and not 


then then to be confirmed, unleſs the 
|; op approves of them, which ſuppo- 
wa ome Trial and Examination on his 
ſary To all this ſhe prudently adds 


important Rule, Thar xubrick after 
e be admitted to the Confirm. 
— 4 222 
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50% Communion, until ſuch tiny] 
z hey be confirmed, or be ready or | 
frous to be confirmed. The great Ri 
on whereot is, that the may be! 
tisfied, that thoſe who promiſed 
their Sureties in Baptiſm, do rene 
and confirm the Contract then mai 
and that they will evermore end 
vour themſelves faithfully to obſer 
ſuch things as by their own Cont 
ſion, they have aſſented unto. Andti 
to preſerve the Dignity of the holyy 
crament, her Miniſters are oblig 
according to the Direction of theg 
cient Canons, as well as our owl 
admit 20 notorious O 
ders, or declared Sil 
maticks, to the Participation of it. I. 
this method may be more effectuala 
that no unqualified Perſon may lun 
1 titiouſly intrude, 4 
an. 28. | * 
125 gers from other Pati 
are not to be received to the holy Wl 
munion; and as many as intend to 
Partakers of it, ſhall /ignifie their Nat 
to the Curate at leaſt-| 
Read the Ru- time the Day before; ll 
brick before notorious ill Liver n 
the Commun. g 
be admonithed of ti 


Car'25, . 
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wlts, and that ſuch as live in Malice 
d Hatred, and are at Variance with 
e another, may be reconciled, and 
ye Proofs of their Repentance, before 
ey preſume to come and offer their 
its. When Warning is given for the 
elebration of the Holy Communion, 
ge whole Congregation is put in mind 
their Duty by a pathetical Exhorta- 


NT chcir Sins, that they cannot quiet 
l cir own Conſciences, they are advi- 
do conſult their ſpiritual Guides, 


d to open their Grief, that they may 


Meere ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, 
0 Ich the Benefit of Abſolution. And 
1 18 in the beginning of the Commu- 


on- Service, the Prieſt that officiates 
s before the Communicants the dan- 
r of unworthy Receiving, and invites 
ly ſuch to approach as have the re- 
lite Qualifications. So that if prozs 
cation, if the ſolemn ratifying our 
e nal Yow, if Conference with our 


Val ritual Guides, if a particular Prohi- 
Wh I of notorious Offenders, and the 
% Exhoriations of our Paſtors, can 


re theſe holy Myſteries from being 
uled it muſt be owned our Charch 


mn. And if any have ſuch a Senſe 


E 2 ; has 
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has taken ſufficient Care to prevent] 
Let them only conſider, who negl 
the obſervance of ſuch admirable Ru 
how they will be able to anſwer it; 
the Great Day; and how far they; 
guilty of thoſe Profanations, whi 


they might prevent by a due Dilcha 


of what the Church requires from tha 
and which they are under ſuch {ty 
Obligations to obſerve ; and how! 
they give accaſion by their negle&j 
thoſe Schiſms, which are made up 
the pretence of the ſcandalous Practu 
of that kind. 

Upon this Subject I cannot fork 
recommending to the Reverend Cl 
with . great Submiſſion, the Advice 
St. Chryſoſtom, which he gives in 
$34 Homily on the 26th Chapter 
St. Matthew's Goſpel ; whoſe Epilcy 
Character as well as the great Opin 
the Chriſtian World had of his gr 
wi: and eminent Piety, makes I 

ery fit to be liſten'd to in this 
ne Ig for he does not more eam 
ly preſs the Duty, than he does pl 
ly aſſert the Authority of the Sacad 
tal Power to effect it. Let no Jud 
fairh he, zo Lover of Money, be pri 


b 
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this Table. He that is not Chriſl's 
ple, let him depart from it. Let no 
mano, un cruel Perſon, no uncompaſ< 


ute Man, or who is impure, come hi- 


, I ſpeak this to you that admini- 
r, as well as to you who partake z for 


is neceſſary I [peak theſe things to you, | 


at you may take great Care, and uſe 
ar utmoj/} diligence to diſtribute theſe 
Ferings aright : For your Puniſhment 
de great if knowingly you ſuffer any 
icked Perſon to partake of this Table, 

his Blood ſhall be required at your 
ws. I herefore if any General, any 


ovincial Governour, or the Emperor]. 


elf be not worthy, repel him; for 


haſt a greater Power or Autgrity| 


an He. TH : 
I am ſenfible it may be objected, 
at the ſame Laws that oblige Per- 
ns to receive the holy Sacrament as 
Qualification for an Office, do oblige 
e Clergy to admit them. But then 
muſt be conſidered, that the Power 
hich Chriſt has inveſted his Church 


* 


th, of admitting Perſons into her 

ommunion, and excluding them fro 

no humane Laws can deprive ber 
And therefore when the Laws re- 


* ur 
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quire Men to receive this Holy 8a 
ment to qualific themſelves for Offic 
they always ſuppoſe, that they mu 
firſt qualifie themſelves according 
the holy Laws of the Church, wh 
are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel. 
that it would be a great Injury too 
Legiſlators to imagine, that if an 
baptiſed, or excommunicate Perſon 
Beitt, or a notorious Sinner, ſho 
happen to obtain an Office, that ti 


intended to oblige the Church to: 


mit Perfons under theſe bad Diſpi 
tions to be Partakers of the bleſſed 
chariſt. 


1 Sixthly, I ſhall add ſome Divrefii 


as zo the manner of performing this 


iy of Receiving the Holy Sacramai 
with ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Ou 
frons. | „ 

As to the Reverence of our Bodi 
our out ward Behaviour ought to be 

yern'd by ſuch Meaſures as the Chut 
directs. For this Reaſon, as well 
becauſe it is the humbleſt poſture, # 
muſt receive the Holy Sacrament! 
jon our Knees; which is molt prop 
when we are at the ſame time mak 


= 1 he” [ ry 4 N = 5 1 . \ 1 
1 Oe tree Ir oe Ge oo Rr - 


Sacn 
ict 
m 


18 t 


Wh! 


el. 8 
0 01 
mu 


lon, 


„„ Llands; but I think the Expreſ7 . 


Wn not certain that the Church means 
his, when ſhe orders her 
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ä 


heaven and Earth. The ancient Chri- 
ans, in the time of St. O- 
of Jeruſalem, received 95% f 

Ate Element of 5 

read into the Palm of their right 
ind, which being ſupported by their 
eft was ſo carried to their Mouths, 
xt no Portion of that Divine Nou- 
ment could fall to the Ground. 


"BE, | 
Rutbrici aſter 


Mfiicers 70 deliver the da- Coniecraricn, 


ament to the People into 


on ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there- 
pre every Communicant may take thq 
berty of making uſe of it. And as 
re are to kneel or ſtand, as the Church 
lrects, ſo I think it is fit we ſhould 
bot deviate from ſome deyout Cuſtom 
nat are eſtabliſhed by ancient and 
general Practice, which in time come 
0 have the Force of a Law. It is by 
uch Rules that a beautiful &{nitormi- 
y 18 created in our Deportment, as 
Fell as in our Petitions. And all ou 
lifferent Poſtures ought to be uſed 
vith ſuch Gravity and Seriouſneſs as 

SE may 


Addreſſes to the great Majeſty of 


Catech. my- 
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oz The manner of Teceruimg 
may demonſtrate how intent we y 
when engaged in this Chriſtian Sac 
fice; and vet without ſuch A ﬀectaria 
and Particularities as are apt to 6 
{turb thoſc that are near us, and g 
occaſion to others to ſuſpect us, 
acting a formal hypocritical part. I 
this end, when we put our Bodies: 

- jto a praying Poſture, with which 
think leaning and lolling ſcems vel 
inconſiſtent, we ſhould do well, wil 
upon our Knees to fix our Eyes doy 
ward, that we may not be diver 
by any Objects near us; at the fa 
time reſolving not to ſuffer them 
gare about, whereby they do but ial 
in matter for wandring Thoughts. 
{farther help to this Attention, is ge 
Silence; therefore we ſhould nel 
join aloud with the Miniſter but wha 
it is enjoined, endeavouring to ma 
the reſt our own, by a hearty ni 
[The ſame Care ſhould be taken abou 
thoſe private Prayers we make at nl 
Altar, which ought to be pronoundl 
o ſoftly, that they may not diſtuß 
he Devotion of our Fellow-Chriſtaq 
that are near us. We muſt parti 
arly remember, not to repeat after 
E „ | 5 Miniſig ; 


7 
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Miniſter what peculiarly relates to his 
S ce; which I mention the rather 
atial ecauſe I have frequently obſerved ſome 
to M erout People 3 him that offi- 
ates, in the Eæhortation and Abſolu- 
n, as well as the Confeſſion; which iff 
hroughly conſidered, muſt be judged 
es ery abſurd and improper Expreſſion o 
ich Wc Peoples Devotion, becauſe a diſtin- 
; veEWriiſhing Mark of the Prieſt's Office. 
wid 4s to the Reverence of our Minds, it 
pught to conſiſt in ſuch Jutenſeneſs 
en ad Application of Thought, as may en- 
ge our Hearts as well as our Lips 
mn this ſolemn Service; in ſuch Fervenu- 
feu of Affection, and in ſuch a Meaſure 
s. P nportunity, as may ſhew how de- 
ous we are of the Mercy we requeſt, 
nend how highly we value and eſteem 
hat we ask for. To this end we ought 
vith great Attention to accompany the 
Man of God that adminiſters, through- 
ut the whole Office, which is admira- 
ly framed and compoſed to expreſs all 
ncaWboſe pious Diſpoſitions and devout Af- 
tions, which well-prepared Minds 
eagzt to exerciſe upon ſuch Occaſions.) 
ur Repentance in the Confeſſion and 
r olution; our Charity in relieving} 


F r 
I 


: | 
$4 The manner of recerumg, & 
bur poor Brethren by a liberal Offer. 
ing in praying for all Conditions gf 
en, and in forgiving thoſe that h 
ffended us; our Humility in acknow. 
edging our own Unworthineſs; ou 
Leſolutions of better Obedience in pre 
enting our ſelves reaſonable, holy, an 
ively Sacrifces unto God; our Praif 
and Thankſgivings in the Hymns an 4 
[Devotions after the Holy Communiouli 
{And when others are communicating 
we may enlarge our ſelves upon thei 
Subjects, always taking care that ou 
private Devotions give place to tho 
chat are publick, and that we lay aſid 
dur own Prayers, when the Minitit 
calls upon us to joyn with him. 
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Nl! HEN the Sermon is ended 

ing we ſtiould endeavour as bon 
hel as we can, to compoſe our 
on !ves for the devout Celebration of the 
0081/7191 Sacrifice, and while the Mi- 
fc Witter is preparing himſelf to attend 
ae holy Table before the Communion 


Dice begins, that time may be well 
nployed in imploring God's Grace to 
fiſt us in the right diſcharge of that 
oy Service we are about to perform. 


Hprayer 70 prepare our Minds 
er the devout Celebration of 


the Holy Myſter ies. 


A Lmighty God, by whoſe great 
3 Bounty and infinite Goodneſs 
bare now an Opportunity offered 

me 


: 


: 
; 
| 


ft 


e of approaching thy Altar, and oi 
leading before thee the prevailing 
Merits of the Death and Paſſion d 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : I am ſen 
ible, O Lord, of my great Uni 
vorthineſs to partake of this Chi 
ian Sacrifice; but the poſitiy 

ommand of my Bleſſed Saviow 
hen he was about to lay dom 
is Life for my ſake, has made if 
bſolutely neceſſary ; and the mani 
piritual Wants I labour undes, 
loblige me to apply to this 8. 
vereign * to repair thok 
Breaches my ſinful Follies ha 


1 made in my Soul. 

11 Aſſiſt me therefore, O Lord, with 
$i iti thy Holy Spirit in the Duty an 
Service Jam about to perform; grail 
that nothing, during all the time q 
jthis holy Action, may make m 
[forfeit that Reverence and Reipeal 
[which I owe unto thy Divine Mi 
jeſty, or that Attention which bi 
comes the Celebration of theſe holy 
Myſteries. Touch me with ſuch a8 


ö 
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we of thy Preſence as may fix my 
randring Thoughts, compole my 
ultuous Affections, ſtir up my 
at and cold Deſires, that I may 
eel the Power, and taſte the Sweet- 
eſs of this Divine Banquet. 
That I may have ſuch a Senſe 
f my Saviour's Sufferings as may 
| my Soul with Love and Gra- 
tude towards him for thoſe ine- 
imable Benefits he has purcha- 
ed for me; that I may have ſuch 
ſight of my Sins which occa- 
ioned all his Sorrows, as hearti- 
y to bewail and deteſt them. 
uch a Faith in that full perfect 
Oblation and Satisfaction made up- 
n the Crofs for the Sins of the 
World, that I may ſo importunate- 
y plead the Merit of it in this 
Commemoration of that Sacrifice, 
a5 to render thee gracious and pro- 
pitious to me a miſerable Sinner. 
Sucha Conviction ofmy ownWeak- 
nels and Inſufficiency, as may pro- 


Sue 


cure thy gracious Aid andAſſiſtance. 
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| 


[Portion which I have choſe in thai 


{Duty of Charity, which we are cal 


Such longing Deſires of being mad 


| conformable to thy holy Will an 


Pleaſure, as may transform ny 
into thy Divine Image, and fi 


me to continue thy faithful 80 


vant all the remaining Days q 


my Life. 


J profeſs, O Lord, a firm and 
gorous Reſolution to reſiſt all in 
pertinent Thoughts or wicked Sug 
geſtions that may any ways oppo 
my holy purpoles; I will never coy 
ſent to them; my ſincere Deſigni 
to offer thee a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 


{Thankſgiving ; to love and adorlif 


thee as the God of my Life, as my 


Land of the Living, and which I 
hambly beg may be my Happines 
to all Eternity, thro' the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. Amen. 
The Communion Service begins wit 
fome Sentences collected out of the Ho | 
ly Scriptures proper for the Occaſion; 
which do with great energy enforce til 


—vf9 


indecd, if a means could be found out 


In the Performance of our Alms-deeds 
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n to exerciſe at this time. The 
lations of the Primitive Chriſtians 
ere upon ſuch Occaſions offered. in 
ch great abundance, that their Cler- 
were thereby liberally maintained, 
nd all neceſſaries provided for Divine 
dminiſtrations, as well as for the Re- 
& of the Poor; but now that a ſtated 
laintenance is ſettled upon thoſe that 
at at the Altar, theſe Collections 
re particularly applied to the Support 
the Neceſlitous ; not but that the 
iſtribution belongs to the Miniſter, 
ho may ſhare in it himſelf if his 

ants require it. . The Apoſtle adviſes, 
hat theſe Collections be D 

de every Lord's-Day, re 
nd from his Authority the Church in- 
ites us to give Alms ſo often, whether 
here be a Communion or no; but this 
poſtolical Cuſtom of weekly Colle- 
tions is now generally omitted, and 
holly laid aſide. It would be well 


0 revive them, that ſuch Oblations 
night accompany all our ſolemn Ser- 
ces upon the Lord's-Day. 

Till then we ſhould be more liberal 


TIU4> 
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at the Altar, to which the following 
Sentences exhort us both from Com 
mand and Example; by ſhewing uf 
[how reaſonable it is in it ſelf, how a 
ceptable to God, and how profitabyi 
to us both in this Life and the next; hy 
repreſenting tous the great Sin, as wel 
as Danger of omitting it. They farthel 
inſtruct us in the Objects that are tobi 
ſupported by our Oblations, Which 
the Clergy, and all the Poor, eſpecial 
Chriſtians; in the meaſures of it, Li 
berality and Chearfulneſs z and [x 
down the End we ought to purpoſe 
our ſelves, which is the Glory of Gol 
All theſe Sentences are read by the M. 
niſter during the Collection, with ſuc 
a pauſe generally between each Text 
that the Communicants have lei{urctoi 
make a ſhort Meditation upon each of 
them, of which I ſhall give an Exam 
ple for the Aſſiſtance of thoſe that wail 
— Helps. 


1. Let your Light ſo ſhine befin 
Men, that they may ſee your go 
Works, and glorifie your Fail 
which is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. 

| " 111.8 


vine 
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Grant, O God, that] may {et that 
xample of Charity to my Neigh- 
ur which thou requireſt, that it 


y redound to thy Honour and 


lory, from whom I receive the 
ower to do any thing that is good, 
nd that by ſuch viſible Effects off 
hy Grace, my Neighbour may be 
tracted to know and love thee. 
2. Lay not up for your ſetve 
reaſures upon Earth, where the 
ſloth and Ruſt doth corrupt, an 
where Thieves break through an 


feat; but —_ for your ſelves 


reaſures in Heaven, where nei. 
her Ruſt nor Moth doth corrupt, 
nd where Thieves do not break 
brough and ſteal, St. Mat. 6. 


10. 5 


I renounce, O Lord, all inordi-| 
ate Affections to the things of hw 


orld, which are fading in their 
Nature, and liable to innumerable 


Accidents. I will fix my Mind up- 


on the Enjoyments ofthy Kingdom, 
Which are everlaſting, and prepare 


my] 


—— 
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part of Religion to conſiſt. 


| 


my ſelf for them, by doing good u 
the Souls and Bodies of Men. 

3. Whatfoever ye would thy 
Men ſhould do unto you, even (0 4M 
unto them, for this is the Law ail | 


the Prophets, St. Mat. 7.12. 
Let this Golden Rule, O Lord 
3 all my Actions, let me ri 
ieve the Neceſſities of my Fello y 
Chriſtians, becauſe I ſhould expedi 
Support if I were in their Circun 
ſtances : This is moreover the bel 
Expreſſion of my Love to hin 
wherein thou haſt made fo great i 


4. Not every one that ſail 
unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall ent 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, bil 
he that doth the Will of my Fa 
ther which zs in Heaven, St. Ma 
. = 
Wee are ha upon any term 
O Bleſl. ed AT e 3 100088 
thy Kingdom; the Belief of thy hl 
ly Doctrine ſhall appear in my Li 
and Converſation, and I will uſe al 7 


: 
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the means of Grace thou haſt eſta- 
blilhed, in order to purifie my cor- 
upt Nature, and to enable me to do 
the Will of thy heavenly Father. 
F. Zacchens ſtood forth and ſaid 
Wt the Lord, Behold, Lord, the 
40, of my Goods 1 grove to the Poor, 
id if I have done any wrong to 
ay Man, I reſtore fourfold, St. 
ae 19. 6. 

I am reſolved, O Lord, to perfect 
ny Repentance, by reſtoring to the 
ght Owner, whatever I unjuſtly 
pollels, by making Satisfaction to 
thoſe 1 have any ways wronged, 
and by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, 
which will entitle me to thy Mercy, 
O Lord, when I ſtand moſt in need 
of it. 

6. Who goeth to warfare at any 
eme at his own charge? who plan» 
% Vineyard, and eateth not of, 
the fruit thereof ? who feedeth a 
Fhcl, and eateth not of the Milk 
Wo the Flock? 1 Cor. 9. 7. 

May thy Officers, O Lord, in their 
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ſpiritual warfare, be always ſupport 
cd, may the Husbandmen of thy 


Vineyard be plentifully rewarded 


and may the Paſtors of thy Flog 
receive abundant recompence ff 
all their Care and Pains. 

7. If we have ſown 1nto you (1; 
ritual things, is it a great matte 
if we ſhall reap your world 
— x1 Kor 8 1s. . . 08 

Grant that I may always rec 
rence thy Prieſts, becauſe they hay 


a peculiar Relation to thee ; that! 


may ſincerely love them, and cheer. 


provide for theirMaintenance, 


becauſe of thoſe great Benefits I. 


| 


ceive from their Adminiitrations. 
8. Do you not know, that the 


who miniſter about holy things, lui 


of the Sacrifice, and they who wall 
at the Altar, are Partakers with 


the Altar; even 0 hath the Lori 
ordained, that they who preach it 


Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpeh 


F Obr. 9 bt: - 


Under the legal Diſpenſation chou 


—Cſul 


oubſiſtence. 
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dit particularly, O Lord, provide 
or thy Holy Ones. Under the Go- 
vel thou haſt declared thy Labou- 
ers worthy of their Hire. Let 
e religiouſly obſerve what thou 
aft ordained, that I may never 
&prive them of their juſt. Rights 
by any ſacrilegious Encroach- 
ents, but be ready always to 
contribute to their comfortable 


. He that ſoweth little, ſhall reap 
litile, and he that foweth plenteou- 
lh ſhall reap plenteouſly * Let eve- 
yore Ao according as he 1s 5 1 
n his Heart, not grudgingly, or of 
neceſſity ; for God loveth a chear- 
1 giver, 2 Cor. 9. 6, 7. 

In my Diſtributions to thy Mini- 
ſters and to the poor Members off 
thy Body, let, O Lord, the willing-| 
nels of my Mind, and the largeneſs 
of the Gift, recommend the Offer- 
11. that I may never confine my 
ſelf to the narroweſt meaſures, buy 
nather exerciſe Self-denial in order 
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to relieve them; for thy Bounty, 
which ſuffers not the leaſt Seryig 
to loſe its Reward, will more abu 
dantly recompence our larger Ch 
„ 8 

10. Let him that is taught in th 
Word,miniſter unto him that teach 
eth in all good things: Be not de 
cezved, God is not mocked, fir 
whatſoever a Man ſoweth, thit 
ſhall be reap, Gal. 6. 6, 7, 

Thou haſt, O Lord, rejoiced th 
Heart of thy Servant, with tix 
Knowledge of thy heavenly Truth; 
as I defire to render praile to thy 
Goodnels for this great Bleſſing, bf 
I deſire to be thankful to the l- 
ſtruments of this thy favour, that 
their Lives may be made eaſie and 
comfortable, whom thou haſt ori 
dained for Men in things pertain 
ODA - 

II. While we have time, let wi 
do good unto all Men, eſpecially u 
to them who are of the Honſhull 

of Faith, Gal. 6. 10. 


. ˙ . —— . — ———— — 
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. ace all Occaſions of doing good to 
m Men, becauſe they are thy Crea- 


es; but let the Members of the 


„ uticularly, ſhare in my Benefi- 
e eace; for they are the peculiar Ob- 
eds of thy Mercy and Tenderneſs. 

. Godlineſs is great Riches, if 
„Man be content with that he 


[We //0r 1d, neither may we carry 
rn) 127g out, 1 Tim. 6. 6, 7. / 


<4 Our Happineſs, O Lord, conſiſts 
y in our Abundance, but in the 
e icharge of a good Conſcience to- 


ha niſſion to thy holy Will. Let that 
nal de my Care which will laſt for ever, 


% in ſtore for themſelues a goo 
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Make me, O Lord, ready to em- 


me Body, all neceſſitous Chriſtians 


bath ; for wwe brought nothing into 


rards God and Man, and in Sub- 


d not the periſhing things of this 
Lite, which Death will certainly 
WD meot 7 

13. Charge them who are rich in 
this World, that they be ready to 

ve, and glad to diſtribute ; laying 


foundation 
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foundation againſt the time to con 
hat they may attain eternal Lifi 

2 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. 
0 my God, as Jenjoy large effech 
of thy Bounty, ſo grant that J may 
rejoice the heart of my oo Neigh 
bours, by. a plentiful diſtribution y 
this will make my Wealth a true 
Bleſſing in this World, and through 
thy iobnita Mercy ſecure the Hap: 
pagels-of che 1 '- - © 
14. God is not unrighteons, that 
he will forget your works and li 
hour that proceedethef Love, chic 
ove you haveſhewed for his Nan 
ake, who haue miniſtred unto the 
aints, and yet do miniſter, Heb. 
. VV 38 
There is no Merit in our belt 
Works, O Lord, but we hope tor a 
Reward from thy Goodneſs which 
ath promiſed, and from thy Truth 
hich will perform it. Let but 
ove animate our Offerings, and 
e are aſſured thou wilt caſt a fi 
vourable Eye towards them. 
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15. To do good, and to diſtribute, 
get not, for with ſuch Sacrifices 
od is well pleaſed, Heb. 13. 16. 
Do I know Sacrifices, O my God, 
hat will pleaſe thee, and thall I nor 
fer them? O how happy doſt 
jou make thy poor Creatures, in 
utting it into their Power to do an 
ng that is acceptable to thee! I 
fil readily catch at every Oppor- 
mity of doing good to the Souls 
nd Bodies of Men, for therein tis 
„ 

16. Whoſo hath this World's 
loc, and ſeeth his Brother have 
red, and ſhutteth up his Bowels 
rm him, how dwelleth the Love 
Cod in him? 1 St. John. 3.17. 

ln yain T pretend to love thee, O 
y God, if my neceſſitous Brother 
nds not the effects of it. Thy Provi- 
ence has made him theObject ofmy 
tity, and thou haſt thereby con- 
ted my greater Good, in giving me 
ereby an Occaſion to teſtifie the 
th of my Love towards thee. 

| F - 7, va 
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17. Give Alms of thy Goods 
never turn thy Face from any py 
Man, and then the Face of | 
Lord ſhall not be turned from the 
r 

I am undone, O Lord, exc 
thou lookeſt upon me with an 
of Mercy; therefore I will regt 
the Cry of the Poor, becauſe 
Merciful ſhall obtain Mercy. 

18. Be merciful after thy p. 
er; if thou haſt much, give 
reouſly ; if thou haſt little, avi 
diligence gladly to give of t 
tittle; for (0 , thou a fl 
reward in the day of neceſit 
Tob. 4. 8, 9. >: 

'Tis fit, O Lord, that thou y 
giveſt me all, thould'{t be ackng 
ledged with a proportionable {tu 
and yet ſo great is thy Goodnels,t 
thou rewardeſt the imall returns 
are able to make with comtorti 
_ ſupport in the Day of necellity, 
in the Hour of Death. 


—ů— 


lend 


29. He that hath pity on thef 
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eth to the Lord; and look what 
y layeth out, it ſhall be paid him 
gain, Prov. 19. 17. 

What haſt thou not done, O 


Yorks ? thou condeſcendeſt to be 
I Debtor to thine own Creatures, 


ma Brute, could I refuſe to lend 
pon ſuch advantageous Terms. 
20. Bleſſed is the Man that pro- 
eth for the Sick and Needy, the 
ord ſhall deliver him iu the time 
Trouble, Pial. 41. I. Poe 
Tis thy Bleſſing. O Lord, alone, 
at can make us happy; let me ne- 
er be ſo much wanting to my elf, 
to neglect thoſe means thou haſt 


reſcribed in order to atrain it. 

While the Miniſter reads theſe Ex- 

rtations to Charity, the Communi- 
mts make their Offerings, which 


pr God's Acceptance. 


ord, to - provoke me to good 


nd I ihould be juſtly counted worſe 


uoht to be done with a ſhort Prayer 


E 2 „A Pray. 
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A PRAYER when we offer wif 
Ams. | 

1 Acknowledge, O Lord, that; 
1 I poſſeſs is the Effect of th 
Bounty; it is from thee I have 
ceived it, and to thy holy Nag 
be the Glory. Accept of this Fre 
will Offering of my Hands, 2 
Teſtimony of thy Right to al 
enjoy, and as an Exerciſe of tif 
Love and Charity to my nec 
tous Brethren, which thou req 
reſt, and art pleaſed to take as dt 
to thy ſelf. O my God, I am! 
ſolved to prefer my Duty bet 
any temporal Satisfaction, becal 
thy Favour is better than Lite; 
will dedicate a part of thoſe go 
| things thou haſt beſtowed ups 
me to relieve the Poor, becal 
thou haſt made it an Evident 
of my Love to thee. And gm 
that all my Alms-deeds may be pt 
torm'd with ſuch Purity and Inte 


* 


Our 


; 


9 
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on of Mind, and with fuch a Pro- 


tion to what thou haſt given me, 
hat they may be acceptable in thy 
gt, thro the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


When the Offertory is finiſhed, the 
rief deſires God to accept of ourAlms,, 
nd of thoſe Oblations of Bread and 
Vine which he is now about to conſe- 
ate, whereby they may become to us 
he Body and Blood of Chriſt; in which 
e are to join with the greater Fer- 
our, becauſe we are ſo particularly 
oncerned in the Acceptance of the ho- 
yGitts. And at this time it is that we 
xcciſe another ſort of Charity, by offe- 
ing up our Interceſſions for the Church 
uitant, for all Eſtates and Conditions 


Men, that God would be pleaſed to! 
ear us for them, by virtue of the Sa 
tice of his Son which we are abou 

0 commemorate. And we now thank! 
5d for all his Servants departed thi 

ie in his Faith and Fear, becauſe it i5 

virtue of the ſame Sacrifice they will 

obtain their perfect Conſummation and 
Blis. How conformable this is to the 
Practice of the ancient Church, is wel 
1 know? 
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tnown to thoſe who are skilled in Es 


cleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 


While the Prieſt ſays the Exhoriatin 
and the Invitation, we ſhould fu 
ith great Reverence, and attend 


| thoſe Advantages which he declaresy 


de the Portion of worthy Commun 
:ants, and comfort our ſelves with © 
pious Reſolutions againſt the Dang 
hoſe incur that receive unworthily 
and at the fame time look inward upd 
our ſelves, to fee how far we come ij 
o the Qualifications of thoſe that i 
invited to draw nigh, and to recer 
vith Comfort. | 

We muſt make our Confeſſion, whid 
follows next, in the humbleſt Poſtu 


bf kneeling, repeating the Words aft 
the Miniſter with great Sorrow of Hen 


or the many heinous Oftences we hat 


been guilty of, and muſt be ſure that tit 


nward Senſe of our Minds anſwer th 
Propriety of thoſe expreſſions which tit 
hurch puts into our Mouths, that whil 
ve draw near unto God with our Liz 
dur Hearts may not be far from him. 
When the Abſolution is pronounced 
we mult keep our ſelves in great &. 
lence; and in an humble Poſture, whil 


<= =p. LRor 
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Ee are receiving ſo great a Bleſſing. 
or here we mult not repeat the Words 
tu er the Miniſter, becauſe it is a pecu- 
far part of the Prieſtly Office to ab- 
dere. It is in ſome Places the Cuſtom 
eu pronounce an Amen in a low tone, 
unter every Sentence of the Abſoluti- 
a; however, we muſt be {ſure at the 
ond of it, to offer up an hearty Amen, 
r God would be pleaſed to confirm in 
pa learen what he has given his Miniſters 
Authority to pronounce on Earth. 
After the Abſolution, the Church has 
rorided us with ſome choice Portions | 
Wh Scripture, to beget in us a lively Faith 
an firm Perſuaſion of God's Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs towards penitent Sinners, 
to the end that their Hopes may be re- 
ed, and that the Comfort of the Ab- 
olution may be confirmed to them. 
They are generally read with ſo great 
Mz Pauſe between them, that the Com- 
nunicants may have leiſure to make 
bone ſhort reflections upon them, which 
may be done in the following manner. 


Come unto me all that travel and, 
are heavy laden, and 1 will refreſh ll 
You, St. Mat. 1 I. 26. || 

- Ia b 
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In Obedience to thy Call, OB 

fed Jeſus, I approach unto chef 
muſt confeſs the Senſe of my many 
and great Follies opPr eſs me an 
cover me with Confuſion : but tn 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs will reſtor 
Joy and Gladnels to my Soul. 

So God toved the Mord, th 
he gave his only begotten Son, thy 
all that believe in him ſhould w 


periſh but _ everlaſting Lift 


. John 3. 1 

No greater * of thy Lon 
O Lord, can be deſired than the & 
crifice of thy Son; O! qualifie ny 
Soul to receive the Benefit of it ij 
a firm and immoveable Faith in th 
Merit of his Death, that I maj 
eſcape thoſe Puniſhments my Sins 
deſerve, and obtain that Salyarion 
thou haſt graciouſſy promiſed. | 
This is a true Saying, and it: 
thy of all Men to be received, thit 
Chriſt Feſus came into the fon 
to ſave Siuners, 1 Tim. I. 15. | 
A moſt bleſſe ed and joytul Truth 


which 
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which I will firmly believe, becauls| 
erealed from above. Thou, O blet- 
d Jeſus, wert made manifeſt to 
{troy the Works of the Devil, and 
releaſe me from the Puniſiment 

ue to my Sins; let my true Re- 
entance make me a fit Object of 
y Mercy, and then, even my Sins 
ball not deprive me of the Hopes: 
thy Favour. _ | 
If any Man ſin we have an Ad. 
vcate with the Father, Feſus 
hiſt the Righteous , and he is 
he Propitiation for our Sins, I St. 
ohn 2. I. We 
Bleſſed God] who haſt not left 
b without a Remedy, when our 
piritual Enemies prevail againſt us; 

will not deſpair of thy Mercy, 
ince the immaculate Jeſus inter- 
edes for me: Let the Merit of his} 
dufterings plead for the Acceptance 
my penitential Sorrow, and con- 
y to me Strength and Power to 
ere thee better for the time to 
Tome. „ ; 
2 We 


2 
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We have been hitherto employed y 
hearing our Duty, exerciſing our C 
rity, profeſſing our Repentance, x 
ſtrengthening our Faith in the Go 
neſs of God. We are now called u 
to praiſe him, and to Jiſt up our Hear 
zo him: which made fo conſtant a p 
of this ſolemn Service, that all the 
cient Liturgies agree in this Fom 
which our Church retains. Andi 
deed when our Conſciences are ef 
by Repentance, and quieted by Par 
we have great reaſon joytully to: 
knowledge the Bounty of our Bey 


factor. And this Exhortation had ut 
only a reſpect to the _— of Praik 


but ſeems to require the diſmiſſing 
all worldly Thoughts, that we m 
the better fix our Minds upon the h 
ly Myſteries. It is the Chriſtians I 
age, that calls them to attend wi 
great Seriouſneſs and Devotion up 
the ſolemn Service they are engag 
in; and therefore we mult take a 
when we declare with our Lips, ti 
we lift up our Hearts to the Lord, ti 
we be {ſincere in our Profeſſion. Th 


follows the 4ddre/5, which conſiſts in 
acknowledgment of our own Unw 
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Ii ineß to approach God's Table, and in 
u rploring his Divine Aſſiſtance. Af- 
er this comes the Prayer of Conſecra- 
oi, the moſt ancient and eſſential 
ert of this Euchariſtical Worſhip, be- 
u gcuſe it is by the Prayer and Authority 
f God's lawful Miniſter, that the O/- 
rings of Bread and Wine become to us| 
m86;124075s of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
Nie ought now with great Devotion to 
en in thoſe Petitions the Prieſt offers 
vo the end that the Elements of Bread 
ad Wine may be envigorated with the 
eine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and 
good. We ſhould attend to the Actions 
breaking the Bread, and pouring out 
e Wine with proper Meditations; 
a when the Conſecration is finiſhed, 
r will be very fit to expreſs our Admi- 
pation and Thankfulneſs for the divine 
Nourichment provided for us. 


, _ 
 —_ 


APRAYER zmmediately after 
; Conſecratiou. 

Accept, O Eternal God, of chat 
I Repreſentation we make be- 


ore thee of that All- ſufficient Sa- 
— 41 — 


0 


4 
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crifice which thy Son our Savio 
Jeſus Chriſt made upon the Crof 
Let the Merit of it plead effeQualM! 
ly for the Pardon and Forgivench 
of all my Sins, and render thee f 
vourable and propitious to me, 
miſerable Sinner; let the Power d 
it prevail againſt all the Powers q 
Darkneſs; let the Wiſdom of i 
{make me wile unto Salvation, ant 
let the Peace of it reconcile met 
thee, and bring to me Peace of Cop 
1 | 
| I adore thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, m 
Redcemer , who didſt endure tit 
painful and ſhameful Death of ti 
Croſs, to recover me from a Sta 
of SIN and Miſery ; I admire thin 
infinite Condeſcenſion, who welt 
pleaſed ro be made miſerable, thi 
IT might be made happy; pot 
that I might be enriched; an 
didſt die, that I might live in 
ever. With all my Soul, O ca 
Jeius, I love and praiſe thee i 
theſe ſtupendous Expreſſions of ti 
1 Ei LET Bout! 
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i ounty and Goodneſs towards me; 
o Lamb of God, that takeſt away 
u the Sins of the World, have Mercy 
on me; O Lamb of God, that 
f takeſt away the Sins of the World, 
ant me thy Peace. Amen, Lord 
ſeſus, Amen. 


A PRAYER before Recerving 


us ze Conſecrated Bread. 
vl Con/itzng of Confeſſion, and implo- 


ring Pardon. 


| I 
* mighty and Everlaſting God, 
I deſire to humble my felt 
before thee, under the Senſe of 
choſe many and heinous Sins whicl j 
have been guilty of againſt th) | 
Divine Majeſty in Thought, Word, 
a and Deed. | 
I confels with Sorrow and Con- 
fuſion of Face, that I have too of- 
ten neglected the Duties of Religi- 
on, Which is the great and impor: 
| | tan 


” F 


2 — = — * 
— n 
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ſand even the Comforts and Conve 


tant Concern of my Life; and whe 


I have performed them, I hayeng 


exerciſed that Fervour of Spirit 


me. 


ful for the continued Effects of thy 
Goodneſs and Bounty towards me; 
neither have I received the afflid: 


ing Diſpenſations of thy Providence 


with that Patience and Submiſſio 
which is due to that infinite Wi 
dom from whence they proceed. 

I have not preſerved ſuch a Sent 
of my Follies and Infirmities, as 
ought to have inſpired a mean and 


made me ready to condeſcend to the 


loyweſt Offices for the Service of my 
Fellow Chriſtians. Y 


I haye not ſet a ſufficient Guard 
upon my Senſes, ſo that my Eye 
and Ears have been inſtrumental in 
defiling and polluting my Soul; 


8 ni 


[ein at 


that Intenſeneſs of Mind, which 
ſuch holy Services require from 


I have not been ſufficiently thank. 


low Opinion of my ſelf, and to haye 


| 


E 


ot 


1. 


}! 


< 
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encies of Life have been made a 
mare, by indulging Pleaſure more 
than that End and Deſign for which 
hey were beſtowed. 
1 have had a greater regard to 
the Faſhion and Cuſtom of the 
World, than to that Sincerity 
rhich thou requireſt in all my 
onverſation. 1 
have too often impaired the 
redit and Reputation of my Neigh- 
bour, by diſcovering his Faults 
and Infirmities, and have too ca- 
fly liſten'd to thoſe Slanders a- 
ganſt him which bad Men have 
hpoeſted. 3 
Ihave not embraced all thoſe Oc- 
caſions thou haſt offered me, of do- 
ing good to the Souls and Bodies of 
my Fellow Chriſtians, neither have 
diſcharged with due Care thoſe re- 
ative Offices in the Station wherein 
thy Providence has placed me. 
| = 

Tam aſtoniſhed, :O Lord, at my 
tooliſk Raſhneſs, when Ireflect upon 
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—— 


Son, which thou haſt provided for 
us, ſufficientiy aſſures me of thj] 


that Dread Majeſty which I hai 
rovoked: 

deteſt and abhor my Ingratituc 
when I conſider the infinite Kind 
nels of that bountiful F ather which 
I have offended ; 

I condemn and accuſe my unge 
countable Stupidity, when I recol 
lect that miſerable Slavery and Bon. 


dage which I have preferred be. 
fore the perfect F reedom of 0 


Service. | 
I abhor my ſelf in Duſt and Aſhg/ 


and if thou, O Lord, hadſt dealt wil 
me according to my deſerving. i- 
ſtead of approaching thy Altar with 
hopes of Acceptance, I might have 
been ſpending a fad Erernity, under 
remedileſs Pains and Miſery. 
But there is Forgiveneſs with 
thee, that thou may'{t be feared; 


-and thou haſt declared thy _ 


above all thy Works. 


The ineſtimable Sacrifice of hy 


Leading 


EE 


elineſs to admit me to terms of 
ace and Reconciliation. 

Oh let thy infinite Mercy and 
Compaſſion receive me in the Qua- 
ty of a penitent Supplicant, whom 
by great Patience bas born with 
64 Sinner. 

am heartily ſorry I have offen- 
« thee; I deteſt my Sins, becauſe 
hey are diſpleaſing to thee, who 
t infinite Goodnels. 

am reſolved, by the Aſſiſtance 
pe thy Grace, to return no more to 
ally, to avoid all Occaſions of E- 
!, and to live better for the time 
ome. | 

intreat thee therefore, by 
he Merit of thy Son's Blood, 
he Price of my Redemption, 
bat thou wouldſt be pleated to 
leaſe me from the Guilt of all} 
ly Sins: | | 

Let that immaculate and pure Sa- 
ice, which he offered upon the 
rols, and which by thy good Pro- 
ence I now commemorate, be 
eficctual 
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effectual for my Pardon and Foy 
giveneſs. FJ 
1 know my many and great Sin 
are juſt matter of Fear and Dejectio 
of Spirit, but I will hope in thy 
Mercies which are boundlelis an 
infinite. | 
The Senſe of my own Unwe 
thineſs would fink me into Deipair 
did I not reflect upon thine inf 
Goodneſs, and that precious Blog 
which was ſhed to purchaſe Ri 
demption for me. — 
ö III. | 
| Thus ſupported, O Lord, I 
proach this Chriſtian Sacrifice; 
I come as a ſick Man to tif 
great Phyſician of Life, I beleed 
thee, O Lord, to cure my Inf 
mities; 1 
come as a polluted Wretch toth 
Fountain of Mercy, waſh away, It 
treat thee, all my Uncleanneſs: 
I come as a returning prodiiſ 
Child to his tender and compaſi 


nate Father, O receive me, and 


Hen 
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re me, and revive me by thy 
our. „ 

come as a blind Man to the 
ource of eternal Brightneſs, do 

on, O Lord, enlighten my Dark- 
es, that I may behold the won- 
jous things of thy Law. 

come as a poor frail Creature 
the great Lord of Heaven and 
ath, tupply my Wants, and do 
bundantly more for me than I am 
ble to ask or think. 

Let me not only receive the 
ward and viſible Signs, but 
he in ward and ſpiritual Grace, 
he Body and Blood of thy Son 
eſus Chriſt ; 

That ſo all carnal Affections may 
ie in me, and that all things be- 
onging to the Spirit may live and 
un me; 5 

That I may have Power and 
trength to have Victory, and to 
numph againſt the World, the 
leſh, and the Devil: : 


uch 


And alſo may be endued with all 


| 


— — IPs Is Ae EPI ne do PEA, 
— 
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ſuch heavenly Vertues, which ax 


pleaſing to thee, and which thay 


be all Honour and Glory, Word 
without end. Amen. 


wilt eternally reward, for the Me. 
rit of thy Son's Death, to whon 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſ, 


Another PRAYER before recer 


| wig the Conſecrated Bread 


Conſiſting of Petitions for the Vi, 


—— 


tue of a Chriſtian Life. 


— 


1 


the Death of the Croſs; 


but 


| 
| 


M OST merciful and gracious 
L God, who of thy great Good 
neſs didſt give thy Son Jeſus Chil 
to take upon him our Nature, and 
to humble himſelf to Death, even 


Ibeſeech thee by his infinite Con- 
deicenſion, by his perfect Obedience, 
and by his meritorious Suffering; 
not only to pardon my paſt Sins 


on £400 4a@ mmol 


the KI 

bt to endue me with Power and 
u srrength to reſiſt them for the time 
le to come. 
my Let the Virtue of theſe holy My- 
t eries replenith me with ſuch ſuper- 
10 aatural Gifts and Graces of thy Ho- 

spirit, as may enable me not only 

to act conformable to the Light of 
Iny own Mind, but may make me 
readily obey thy heavenly Motions, 
ad conſtantly follow the Suggeſti-| 

ons of thy Holy Inſpiration, 

Give me a zealous Senſe of Piety 
wards thee my gracious Lord and 
dorereign, and to all thy ſacred and 
drine Myſteries. 

Let me reverence thy Word ey 
Porſhip, and all Things and Per- 
bas dedicated and devoted to thy 
peculiar Service. 

Let me ſubmit to all the Afflictions 
thou ſhalt think fit to lay upon me [! 
with Patience and with Meekneſs. 
| Let me truſt to th ages and 


to ſupply me under all Dangers an 
Necefiities ; 1 
— | An 


1 "1 
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And let me thankfully ackngy 
ledge thy Bounty in all thoſe 
things which thou ſo freely haſt he 
ſtowed upon me. 

IT. 
Give me, O Lord, that 4:4; 
I\/7/dom which propoſes the pleaſi 


ſthee, as the End and Aim of all ny 


Actions, and which directs to 4 
thoſe means which thou haſt gr 
ciouſly eſtabliſhed for the workin 
out my Salvation; Th 

har my precious time may at 
be employed in hunting after Triſ 
that my natural Talents may not x 
buried and drowned in brutiſh Sen 


| ſuality, that my Study may not be 


Vanity, nor my Labour Folly; 
But that framing a right Judg 
ment in all things, I may fix ny 


Mind upon thoſe Pleaſures which 


are at thy Right Hand, which ar 
permanent and durable; —_ 
And that the great Care and Bul- 
nels of my Lite may be to obtai 
thy Favour, who art the ſovereig 


CTA. 


0d of my Soul, and the ſatisfy- 
g Center of all my Deſires. 
To this end inure me to fpiri- 
al Objects by conſtant and fer- 


ent Prayer, by entertaining my 


houghts with pious Meditations, 
y reading and hearing thy Holy 
Ford with Reverence and Atten- 
on, and by frequently approach- 
ng thy Altars, with Humility and 
evotion. ä 

And above all, let a conſtant Fear 
foffending my good God, put me 


＋w6⁊b„ṽ 


don my Guard, and make me watch- | 


midſt thoſe imminent Dangers 
jar ſurround me in this my Pilgri- 
age on Earth. 

Thou, O Lord, who reſiſteth the 
Proud, and giveſt Grace to the Low- 
y, endue me with the Vertue of 
rue Humility, the Model of which 

hy only Son traced out for the 
ractice of the Faithful; | 

| That I may have a juſt Senſe of 

al my Weakneſſes and Follies, and 

may readily ſubmit to the meaneſt 


1 


, 


| 


| 


Offices 
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7 


Offices for the Welfare and Bend 
of my Fellow Chriſtians; 
That I may reſtrain all immode 


rate Deſires of Honour, by doingy 


thing thro' Strife or Vain- Glory, 
And that J may never exalt m 
ſelf upon the account of any A 
vantage I enjoy of Body or Min 
above others, by remembring th; 
it is not the effect of my Merit, by 
of thy infinite Goodneſs and diſty 
guiſhing Mercy. — a 
Ol deliver me from the Slaw 
and Dominion of Pride, wid 
threw Angels from Heaven, ani 
drove Man out of Paradiſe, whid 
produces ſo much Evil and Toy 
ment wherever it reſides, a 


which, above all, is ſo hateful 


thy ſight. 3 
III. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may 
thee above all things, who art inff 
nitely perfect in thy own Nature; 
That I may deſire thee above ll 
things, who art full of Mercy an 


Copalls 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Er 1 
mpaſſion towards the Children of 
len: | 
Whom is there in Heaven but 
ce? and whom upon Earth that 1 
n deſire in Compariſon of thee? 


g the Hart thirſteth after the 
N ter-Brooks, ſo let my Soul long 
unter thee, O God. 

Let the Allurements of the World. 


d the Enjoyments of Senſe appear 
trilling Entertainments, in com- 
on of the Pleaſure and Happi- 
{5 of ſerving thee and doing good. 
Ie the Difficulties and Dangers| 
bich I meet with in the way of my 
ty, be ſo far from diſcouraging 
that they may raiſe my Spirits, 
reale my Reſolution, and ſerve 
ly to make the Pleaſure of loving 
& more intenſe and perfect. 
Let the divine Flame of thy Love 
Im ſo bright in my Soul, that it 
ay tree my Mind from all vile Af. 
ions and influence allmy Actions 
ich a careful Obſervance of thy 


Holy 
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Holy Laws, and farther evidence 
Sincerity by diligently conſult 
the Temporal - Spiritual Hapy 
neſs of my Neighbour. 
O] ler it ſuppreſs all the bin 
Effects of Envy, that I may compi 
ſionate his Misfortunes, and rejoig 
in all the good things thou art ple 
ied to beſtow upon him. 
That I may be tender of his I 
putation, and never expoſe it byn 
Cenſures, nor diminith it by theg 
lation of his real Infirmities ; 
That I may guard my Heart fy 
ſecretly repining at his Proſperity 
or triumphing in his Calamity; 
That I may fet a Watch up 
the Door of my Lips, that I m 
{peak no Evil concerning him, 1 
utter any Words of Detraction. 
That it may quiet and app 
the furious boiling of Anger in 
Mind, by making me patient a 
meek * all Provocations, by 
| poſing me to forgive Offences a 
Ent 


= — 


| 


| 


* 
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by return Silence to all injurioug| 


in) 
Jy 


1 
vl 
0 
le 


Treatment. 


appinels EP | 
That it may expel Malice by do- 
g good, that it may ſtrengthen 
wy Weakneſs by Fortitude, cure m 
Deſpair by Hope, my LiftleſInels 
y ſpiritual Exerciſes. a 
And reſtrain the Wandrings of 
y Mind towards unlawful things, 
being ſtedfaſt and unmoveable 
the Work of the Lord. 
Give me, O Lord, a ſober Ab/t;- 
ence, that I may know how to a⸗ 
ound and how to want 
That my fleſhly Appetites may 
e kept under ſtrict Government; 
Ince the indulging of them by our 
IM Parents brought Death into 
be World : 7: god 
That they may always obſerye 
| G 2 their 


1 


0 
If 
fl 


2B Ek 


4 


That it may conquer worldly] 
Sorrow Which worketh Death, by 
comfortable Expectation of future 


ö 
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their due bounds, by adminiſtringti 
the Neceſſities of Life, and neyer 
N and encourage Luxury, 
which is boundleſs and infinite, 
which brings forth Scurrility and 
Immodeſty, which depreſles the 
Soul, and renders it unapt for ſp 
ritual Enjoyments. 

Make me ſo mindful of that ſtrid 
account I mult give ofall my Action 
at the dreadful Tribunal Seat, thi 
it may mortifie all Inclinations, af 
Temptations, to ſinful Pleaſures. 

And ſtir me up to Zeal and Dit 
gence in performing all thole thing 
which are acceptable in thy ſight. 

In order to attain theſe bleſſe 
Ends, O Lord, I approach to th 
Holy Table, that I may gro il 
Grace, and may be enabled to im 

tate the ſuffering Virtues of the cr 
cified Jeſus. 1 

Grant therefore, moſt mercitu 
God, that the receiving the Sy 


bols of his Body and Blood, "y 


—_— 
— 
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am about to partake of, may by 
the Grace and Efficacy of his Spirit, 
conform me to his divine Image; and 
make me ſtedfaſt in ſerving thee, 
till thou takeſt me finally to enj oy 
the, through Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed | 
cyiour and Redeemer. Amen. 


The foregoing Prayers may be uſed 
in our Pews before we go up to the 
Communion Table. When the Commu- 
nicants are but few, and we have not 
time to enlarge our Devotions, we ma 
comprehend the devout Aﬀections of a 
vorthy Receiver in the following ſhort- 
er Prayer. f 

— — 


A PravyER before Receiviug the 
Conſecraied Elements. 


OST gracious God, who of 
thy infinite Mercy haſt gi-| 
yen thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to be our 
great High-Prieſt, and the Biſhop of 
our Souls, who did offer up him- 

| G 3 = 


| again. 


* 


for the time to come; 


and ineffable Charity, wherewith 


Sins, which make me unworthy t9 
| partake of theſe holy e 
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ſelf to thee a pure and immaculate 
Sacrifice upon the Croſs for us mil 
ſerable Sinners, who has given us 

is Fleth to eat and his Blood tg 
drink, in a myſtical manner; and 
haſt aſſured us by thy Holy Spirit 
that as often as we eat that Bread 


and drink that Cup, we ſhew forth 
the Lord's Death till his coming 


J humbly beſeech thee therefor 
by the Merits of his Blood, the gre 
Price of our Redemption; | 

J intreat thee by his wonderfi 


he has vouchſafed to love us unwor 
thy Creatures, at ſo great a rate, 
that thou would'ſt be pleaſed t 


waſh me in his Blood from all my 


* — —_— ; [ I" A _. 


Let my Repentance be hearty and 
ſincere, and expreſs it ſelf in all the 
Circumſtances of holy Obedience 


That 
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Thou alone out of an unclean 
thing canſt bring a clean; of a 
wretched Sinner make me therefore 
holy and righteous. | 

Thou art the Fountain of Mercy, 
ſhut not up thy Bowels of Compaſ- 
fon towards me. 

Thou art the great Phyſician of 
souls, diſplay thy Power in my 
Health and Recovery. 3 

Let me approach thy Holy Table 
yith Reverence and Devotion, that 
no vile Affections may hinder me 
fom receiving the Benefits of this 
dine Nouriſnhment. - 

Let me celebrate this Chriſtia 
Sacrifice with Purity of Heart, an 
a right Intention of Mind, that I 
may obtain all thoſe Adyantages fo 
which thou wert graciouſly pleaſe 
to eſtabliſh it. 

Let me entirely reſign my Sou 
and Body to be a reaſonable, holy 
and lively Sacrifice unto thee ; fo 
[thou haſt che juſteſt Claim to me 


84 ſince 


| 


= 
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ince the bleſſed Jeſus has purchy 
ed me at the Price of his own 
Zlood. : 

Grant, O Lord, that I may cop. 
antly endeavour to make fony 
roficiency in all the Virtues of the 
hriſtian Life; becauſe the bleſſe 

Jeſus has obtained for me, by th 
Merits of his Sufferings, the Gra 
and Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit 

o work in me both to will and i 
do thy good Pleaſure. - 

Make me ready to be reconcile 
o all thoſe that have offended m 

becauſe when we were Enemies ws 

ere reconciled to God by the 
Death of his Son : | 

Let me embrace all my poor Bre 
thren with ſincere Love and Chart 
ty, and contribute all I can to the 
relief of Chriſt's diſtreſſed Member, 
becauſe he thought not his Life to 
dear, nor his Blood too precious i 
redeem me from a State of Bondag 
and Slavery. 


8 2 1C0 


' 
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strengthen me, O Lord, in ſuch 
manner by this ſpiritual Food, 

that I may ſucceſsfully encounter 
"Wl! the Attacks of my ſpiritual E- 
neWncmics ; | - g 
suppreſs in me the Spirit of Pride 
ad Vain-Glory, of Envy and De- 1 
ation, of Uncleanneſs and Intem- 
cMcrance,. or of any Diſtruſt and Dif- 
i eence of thy Mercy; © | 
May all Temptations to theſe Of- | 

ces againſt thy Holy Laws be} 
ercome by that Power which thou 
i be pleaſed: to communicate to 
ei this Holy Sacrament; | 
And may all thoſe Evils which 
le Craft and Subtilty of the De- 
Wil, or Man worketh againſt me, be 
brought ro noughgt. 
That, being outwardly and in- 
S Wvardly fortified by the Aſſiſtance off 
0 hy Grace, I may preſs towards the 
Mark for the Prize of the High 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; 
ben 1 ſhall enjoy thee no longer 

— — 


EA DrevorTT1oNs for 

in Myſtery, which is our Lot aul 
Portion here below, bur ſee the 
[Face to Face, and be eternally fat 
fied with the Pleaſures of thy Kin 
dom, in and through the Merits d 
| Jefus Chriſt our only Mediator au 
Advocate. Amen. 


Pha 
When the Prieſt approaches 
adelweribe ConſecratedBread 
Pr 
FNOme, O Lord! and make 
long tarrying, O my God! 
| I am not worthy thou ſhould! 
enter under my Roof; but, Lon 
be merciful to me a Sinner. 
© Tlong for thy Salvation, O!f 
| tisfie me with thy Likenels. 
I open my Heart to thee, 0 
come unto me, and abide with mt 
and powerfully ſupport me in 4 
Trials and Temptations, when! 
| moſt need thy Help. Amen. 
3 ES e I : F . I 
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= I PA 


| 
| 


the ALTAR. _ 


[{PraveR after Recerving the 


Conſecrated Bread. ; 


Leſſed be thy Holy Name, O 
Lord Jeſus, for this thy ineſti 
mable Gift, for this Comfort tho 
haſt left me in this Vale of Tears. 
As long as I live will I praiſe 
thee; as long as I have any being, 
will moſt thankfully acknowledge 
cis chy Bounty and Goodnels to 
ee Children of Men. Y: 
Thou haſt given me thy precious 
body to be the Food of my Soul, 
behold I offer to thee my Body and 
Soul, make them fit for thy Service. 
Let this divine Food repair in me 
whateyer has been decay'd by the 
Luſts of the Fleſh or the Wiles of 
That my Underſtanding may be 
ererciſed in the Knowledge of Thee, 
udthe Contemplation of thy divine 
nhuths, which are alone able tp 
| : 86 — 
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nake me wiſe unto Salvation; 
That my Will may chuſe and d 
ire thee above all things, who an 
he chiefeſt Good, the moſt deſirable 
Portion of immortal Souls; 
That my Affections may be en 
irely fixed on thee, who art onlj 
amiable, and the Centre of Eterna 
Satisfaction. £20 
I will love thee, O Lord, becauf 
hou art infinitely Good, and thy 
Mercy endureth for ever. 
| TI will love thee, O Lord, becat 
hou didſt create me after thy om 
kmage, capable of loving thee, aul 
enjoying thee eternally. 

I will love thee, O Lord, becauk 
when I had loſt and undone my ſel 
thou didſt die to redeem me. 

I will love thee, O Lord, becauk 
thou art only worthy of my Love, 
- i only canſt fill and farisfie my 
Soul. 3 


Confidence, and let all 


| 


| 
j 
| 
' 


Be thou therefore my Hope and 
my truſt be 


of 


"me ALTAK. : "a 


Be thou my Riches and Delight, 
&MWndlct all my Joy and Contentment 
Weſt in thee. 2 
ze thou my Peace and Refuge, 
and let my Pleaſure and Safety de- 
hend on thee. | | 
Be thou my Portion and greateſt 
reafure, and let my Eternal H ap- 
neſs be fixt in the Enjoyment of 
hee. Amen, Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


When the Prieſt approaches 70 
celawer the Conſecrated IM ine. 


| 


ft the Lord. 


Will receive the Cup of Salva- 
tion, and call upon the Name 


I will ratifie my Vows with thi 

Blood of the New Covenant, and 
engage my elf, O God, to be eter- 
ally thine. 


bbings, and let this Communion o 
ue Blood of Chriſt put more Glad 
” I-35 n 


Satisfie my thirſty Soul with good 
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neſs into my Heart, than Wine and 
"Oil when t ey increaſe. Amen. 


A PRAYER after Receroing th 
Conſecrated Wine. 


D Leeſſing and Honour,Glor 
| Power beunto him that ſittet 
ſon the Throne, and unto the Lan 
{that was ſlain, for ever and ever. 
I give thee moſt humble and hey 
ty Thanks, O Lord, from the by 
tom of my Soul, that thou haſt be 
pleaſed to admit me at this time t 
the Participation of theſe holy a 
defirable Myſteries ; ' 
That thou haſt vouchſafed to fe 
me a Sinner, thy unworthy Servant 


the Body and Blood of thy Son | 
ſus Chriſt; and this not for any Me 


thy infinite Goodneſs and Mercy. 
- Unworthy though I am, yet ti 
Bounty, O Lord, never fails; ti 


LUY 


| 


: 


with the ſpiritual Nouriſhment d 


rits of my own, but for the fake d 


= 


l 


= — 


— * * 


[ 


in times of Sickneſs, and at the hour 


„» 
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gre of my Saviour is not dimini- 
ed, and the Virtue of his Propi- 
ation is never exhauſted. | 
Grant therefore, I beſeech thee, 
hat this Holy Sacrament may ne- 
er turn to my Judgment and Con- 
emnation; 1 
hut that it may be Health and 
kecovery under all my Weakneſſes 
nd Infirmities; 5 
Safety and Defence againſt all the 
ttacks of my Spiritual Enemies; 
Vigour and Strength to all my 
oy Purpoſes and Reſolutions; 
Comfort and ſupport under all the 
Afflictions and Calamities of Life; 
Aſſiſtance and Direction under all 
ifficulties and Doubt 
Courage and Conſtancy under all 
Dangers and Perſecutions, eſpecially 


f Death. "Ne | 
Finally, let it procure for me 

Pardon and Forgiveneſs in this Life, 

Mercy and Favour at the Day of 
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Judgment, and a never-fadingCroy 
of Glory in thy heavenly Kingdon 
where with thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 


and the Bleſſed Spirit, thou live 


and reigneſt, one God, World with 
out end. Amen. 

{| Having finiſhed thoſe Devotions thy 
relate to our ſelves, this is a proper ſc 
ſon to be mindful of the Wants and Ne 
ſceſſities of our Brethren; and we 
not better exerciſe our Charity, thanh 
recommending the whole ſtate of My 
kind to theMercy andGoodneſs of Gil 
and by interceding with him by th 
Virtue of this Chriſtian. Sacrifice, fv 
= Supply of whatever they ſhall ſtand 
in need of. Such Interceſlions alway 
made a part of the Publick Liturgi 
of the ancient Church, as is well known 
to thoſe that are conyerſant in Anti 
quit), and no part of the Prayers, ex 


ſceeded more in length than that which 


related to this Subject; ſo that we cam 
not do better, than to follow the ar 
cient Model for our Direction in tui 
particular. 
4 PB D 


a. — 


S — — 
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[PRAYER for the whole State| 


of Mankind. | 


—__—_——. 


Ccept, O Lord, of my Prayers 
and Interceſſions, as a Teſti- 
ony of my Charity, for the whole 
ace of Mankind, and let the Vir- 
e and Efficacy of this Chriſtian 


xctifice procure for them Comfort] 


d Relief in all thoſe Wants and 
cceſſities they labour under. 
Enlighten the dark Corners of the 
ath with the bright Sunſhine of 
yglorious Goſpel, and ſucceed the 
jous Deſigns of all thoſe that endea- 
our the Propagation of the King- 
om of thy Son; that thy Way may 
known upon Earth, and thy Sa- 
ing Health among all Nations. 
Let thy continual Pity cleanſe and 
efend thy Church; and for as much 
$1t cannot continue in Safety with- 


ut thy fuccour, preſerve it ever- 


ore by thy Help and Goodneſs. 


— 


Endu 
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. 


Endue the Governours and Þ 


| (tors of it with Cour age and Reſoh 


tion to preſerve thole ſacred Right 
thou haſt committed to their Tm 


with Zeal and Diligence in prom 


ting ſolid and ſubſtantial Piery, 


with a conſcientious Diſcharge 

jall the important Duties of the 
Holy Function. 

Let all ſecular Magiſtrates ſtud 


to govern their People with Tm 
and Juſtice, and to preſerve tha 


[in Wealth, Peace and Godlinek 


Bleſs our Sovereign, and alli 


Royal Family, with the Dew 
ſthy heavenly Spirit, that they, er 
ſtruſting in thy Goodneſs, protect 
iby thy Power, and crowned wit 
thy gracious and endleſs Fayo 


may continue before thee, in Heal 


Peace, Joy and Honour, a long 
jhappy Lite upon Earth, and aft 
Death obtain everlaſting Life 
{Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Let War and Bloodſhed cealei 


mo 
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on Chriſtian Princes, and give 
ty i Nations Unity, Peace, and 
uoncord. 5 
us Bleſs all the People of this Land 
nich Health, Peace and Plenty; and 
ch them to uſe ſuch thy Bleſſings 
With Sobriety, Gratitude and Cha- 
| Make all Chriſtians fincerely to 
W:4iſc that Religion they profeſs, 
a infpire them with ſuch uniting 
inciples, and charitable Hearts, 
they may love one another, 
thereby convince the Wort 
a they are thy Diſciples. _ 
be merciful to all my Friends, Re- 
ions andAcquaintance; thoſe that 
ein Sin, convert them; thoſe that 
ue in Grace, confirm and ſtrengthen 
l dem; thoſe that are in Adverſity, 
"omfort and ſupport them; and 
coſe chat are in Proſperity, ſuffer 
dem not to forget the. 
Forgive all my Enemies, make 
em eaſie and ready to be ang 
f * 
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| fiction and Diſtreſs, that laboury 


cited with ſtrong Temptations, 
are dejected with Terrors and Ty 
bles of Mind. -Y 


4 


time deliver them, according toll 


Death, enable them to truſt in thee; 


| Benediction upon all thoſe who 


led, and give them Repentance a 


better Minds. "M0 
Be gracious to all that are in 


der the Straights of Poverty, th 
ſuffer Perſecution for the Teſtimoi 
of a good Conſcience, that moy 
under Captivity or Baniſhment, 
any unjuſt Oppreſſion; 
That are exerciſed with bod 
Pains and Diſeaſes, that are . 


- 


Pity and relieve their ſeveral 
ceſſities, give them Patience und 
all their Sufferings, and in thy « 


great MICY. 

Aſſiſt thoſe that are at the Poi 
of Death; and when their Streng 
fails, let not their Faith fail; even 


Shed thy particular Grace 4 
Partakd 


* 


Ern 


wtakers of the Holy Communion| 
is Day. * 
That they may perſevere in all 
cir holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 
d may conform themſelves to the 
odel of their crucified Saviour; 
That the Pattern of his Piety and 
yotion, of his Humility and Cha- 
, of his Meekneſs and patient 
fering, may be ſo lively imprin-| 
d upon our Minds, that we may 
aſcribe his Example in our Lives 
{Converſations : N 
That thus Commemorating his 
aufficient Sacrifice upon Earth, 
e may, receive the everlaſting Be- 
clit of it in thy Heavenly Kingdom, 
d bleſs and praiſe thee for it to 
Eternity. Amen. N 


We cannot better conclude our De- 
otions, if Time and Opportunity will 
ermit, than by offering up our Praiſes 

dThankſgivings for all thoſe Mercies 

d Bleflings God hath beſtowed upon 

all along in Life, particularly for 55 

| Wo 
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ineſtimable Log in the Redempt 

of the World by our Lord Jeſus Chu 

and what Heart that is warm with 
true Senſe of what his Saviour hasd, 
and ſuffered for him, can refuſe ij 
humble Tribute of a moſt OY A 
n 4 


A Thankſgiving for Code Me 
0 7es, Temp oral and Sp zHual 


Pes the Lord, O my Soul, 

1 all that is within me prailel 
Name. Praiſe the Lord, Ol 
So l. aver not all his Benefits 
Thou, O Lord, art alone it 
nite in all Excellencies and Per 
ctions, and therefore thou only 
the Eternal Object of the Adoratio 

and Praiſes of all thy Creatures. 
I deſire to praiſe and worſhip tb 
with all the = eavenly Hoſt, fayi 


Heaven an- Earth. thou haſt creat 
all things, and for thy Pleaſure the 
are and were create 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 


Woable of loving thee, and enjoy-| 
Ws thee eternally. 1112 1 F 


Woing my tender, Mind with early 


WW ſtrayed from the Fountain of all 


—e ALTAR I 1? F | 


Il Praiſe and Thankſgiving | de 
| 1d ed unro thee, for making 


mas. 
x thy own image and Likeneſs, 


1 bleſs thee for the Light of my 
eaſon, and all other Endowments 
d Faculties of my Soul and Body. 
bleſs thee for preſerving me 
om innumerable Accidents and 
ngers, through the whole: Courſe 
my Life; for all my known and 
wbſeryed Deliverances,andforthe 
ud thy Holy Angels have kept 
© mc. f to d zie 

1 bleſs thee for the Advantages 
fa pious, Education, and for ſea- 


otices of Virtue and Religion; 
[ blels thee for recovering me to 
denſe of my Duty, when I fooliſh- 


appineſs ; and for thy unwearied 
atience towards me, after ſo many 
nd fo great Provocations. 
. I bleſs 


1 


1 
1 
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T bleſs thee for all the Comfort 
and Accommodations of Life whid 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, when 


by my Pilgrimage in this World 2 


been ſoftned and ſupported, 


And I adore thy wiſe Providend 
in all thoſe Afflictions and Difar 
ee with which thou hy 


at, ant ht fit to exerciſe me. and whit 
ba 


ught me to that ſenſe of th 


and of my el which tis likely ng 
thing elſe would have done. 


By thee 1 have been holdeny 


from the Womb, my Praiſc fl 


continnally be of the. 
Above all, I praiſe and magrifi 
chy holy Name for thy incxpreſii 
Love to loſt Man, 
For ſending thy Son into the 
World to redeem us from a State | 
Sin and Miſery, by ſuffering for u 


and dying in our ſtead, that we 
might be Partakers of the divine 


Nature, and receive the Promiie 
of f eternal Life; 
An 
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ind for his inſtituting and or- 
ning Holy Myſteries as Pledges 
his Love, and for a continual re- 
embrance of his Death to our 
eat and endleſs Comfort. | 
As * as I live will I praiſe 
for theſe Wonders thou haſt 
ne for the Children of Men, as 
as IJ have any Being J will ſhew 
th thy noble Acts. 
Ibleſs thee for the Advantages of 
divine Revelations, that thou 
not abandon d me to the dim 
tof my own Reaſon, but haſt 
ame thy holy Scriptures to in- 
ame in what is neceſſary for 
0 believe and practiſe, in or- 
to my eternal Salyation. 
praiſe thee for delivering me from 
mptatidns too ſtrong for me, and 
WF upporting me under many; 
kor the Aſſiſtance and Direction, 
n 
8 


* * 


(Comforts of thy Holy Spirit, 
thy preyenting and reſtraining 
ace; | | 
1 . For 


2 
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For ſubduing my Underſtanding 
and Affections to the Obedience 
Faith and Godlinels. 
For inſpiring me with 9000 
Thoughts, and kindling pious De 
fires in my Soul, and for aſſiſting 
me in all the Merhods of proc in 
eternal Happinels. | 
For — and all other thy Mg 
cies and Favours, which are mg 
than can be numbred ; Bleſſing a 
Honour, Thankſgiving and Pri 
be given unto thee, O moſt adi 
ble Deity, Father, Son, and Hl 
Ghoſt, by me and by all Angels,“ 
all Men and by all Creatures, 
ever and ever. Amen. 


When all have communicated, at 
| the Prieſt returns to the remain 
part of the Communion-Office, we mi 
be ſure to accompany him with 6 
devouteſt AﬀeCtions, and repeat ut 
him all the Petitions of that pert 
Form of Prayer our Saviour has I 
us to help our Infirmities, which 1518 
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oerly uſed in this Place; that his 
mprehenſive Words may prevail for 
r Acceptance, provided they are at- 
Jed with the ſincere and earneſt De- 
es of our Hearts. 

The Prayer and Praiſe that follow 
with great Propriety conclude this 
jy Action in imitation of our Savi- 

s Pattern, who conclu- | 
this his holy Inſtitu- 
n both with a Prayer 
a Hymn, and therefore ought to 
offered with particular Intenſeneſs 
Application ef Thought, that we 
y make ſome Amends for any Di- 
tons or Wanderings that may have. 
enaken us in the former part of the 
nice. 

he Bleſſing that only remains, which 
1 by the Biſhop if preſent, 
the Prieſt of greateſt Dignity, muſt |. 
received in an humble Poſture; and 
th filent Devotion, begging of God 
it it may be effectual for our future 
dnduct in all the Circumſtances of hos. 
„ | 


H 2- : A Short 


John 17. 
Mat. 26. 30. 


— ca 
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A ſhort Praves when the Con 
| munzn Service is ended, 


Ardon, O God, all thoſe Impe 
fections that have accompanig 
me at this time in my Attendance 
thy Altar; forgive the Deadneſs ul 
Dulneſs of my Aﬀections, the Wa 
drings of my Thoughts, andi 
Diſtractions of my Mind. 
Leet the Sincerity of my holy! 
poſes and Reſolutions make ſome} 
mends for my Weakneſs and Fraily 
O] let this Commemoration 
my crucified Saviour influence 
my Thoughts, Words and Action 
that my Converſation may be as H 
cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
Reward me not according to n 
Deſerts, but according to my gr 
Neceſlitigs, and thy own rich Me 
cy in Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom wil 


thee, O God the Father, and G 


" tbe ALTat. 1 


e Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
bry, World without end. Amen. 


Where Communions are large, we 
ay want ſome Exerciſes for the em- 
loying our devout Affections; and the 
ce for the Adminiſtration of the 
y Communion contains ſuch a va- 
ety of excellent Matter for Medita- 
on, that it may not be improper to 
tertain our Minds,. while others are 
ecciving, with the Conſideration off 
ome particular Parts of 12. This ma 
ofibly be ſomietimes more uſeful than 
ther theſe or any other Prayers: more 
yecially to ſuch as complain of Cold- 
chand Dulneſs in their Devotions for 
editation naturally tends to warm 
ur Affections, and raiſe in our Minds 
ppt of Devotion. 77 | 
For example, ſuppoſe I had deter- 
ined to meditate on ſome part or parts 
{the Confeſſion, which begins thus, 
Amighty God, Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, Maker of all Things, Fudge of al 
en. Here Iwould ſtop and conſider 
vell the import of theſe Words; they 
contain Four of God's moſt comprehen- 
we Titles. Firſt he is here ſaid to be 


8 
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Almighty r The F. 7 if 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt ; Thirdly, The 5 
and Creator of all Things ; Fourthly, 9 


Judge of all Men. The Cons 


ofthe Firſt and Laſt will provoke ug 
godly Sorrow, and theSecond and Thi 
will excite our Hope in his Mercy. 
that from hence we may take Occaſ 
to exerciſe Acts of Sorrow and Hun 
lation, of Hope and Love, 5. th 
{ conſider, O my God, that I have off 
ed thee, who art Almighty, and th 
fore able to puniſh ; but I confider | 
that thou art the Father of our 


| Feſus Chriſt, and therefore I « 


doubt of thy Love to me, and of thy 
dineſs to forgive me who repent andi 


| zo thee. Such Ejaculations might 


formed from each of theſe particula 
or from any other Branches of the Co 
munion Office; but becauſe all Peoy 
are not able to Sarma ſuch Acts, I ha 


| taken the Liberty of adding ſeveral 


of the moſt conſiderable Vertues of 
Chriſtian Life; for no Moments of ti 
holy Seaſon ſhould be loſt b, all the 


precious Minutes ſhould be husbandd 


* 


| to the greateſt Advantage, for they vi 
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e a mighty Inffuence upon our whole 

ves, and by being frequently repeat- 
they will ſtock our Minds with va- 
ery of good Thoughts, which may 
rore admirable Helps all the remain- 
ing part of our Days. If we have not 
inc for this ſpiritual Improvement in 
he Church, it will be very proper to 
ike uſe of them in our Cloſets; for 
ays ſet apart for the public Worthip 
God, ſhould have a larger ſhare of 
pur private Devotions, and then the 
enſe of Religion will ſtick cloſer to 
ur Minds, when we mix again with 
he World, and return to our ſecular 
Employments. * ; 


Acts of F a1 4 IT. 


Believe, O God, that tliou art 

an eternal incomprehenſible 
Spirit, infinite in all Perfections, 
who didſt make all things out o 
nothing, and doſt govern them a 
by thy wiſe Providence. | 

Let me always adore thee wit 


potound Humility, as my Sove 
10 


> 


| 
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ty of thy Godhead there is a Triniy 
of Perſons ; that thou art perfedj 
One, and perfectly Three; One l 
ſence, and Three Perſons: The dep 
of this Myſtery I cannot comp 
hend, but I firmly believe it, becai 
thou haſt revealed it in thy Hol 
Word, who art infinite Truth ; and 
will praiſe and adore the Holy Ti 
nity, to whoſe Service I was reli 
ouſly dedicated in Baptiſm, as th 
Joint-Authors of my Salvation. 
I believe, O Bleſſed Jeſus, tha 
thou art of one Subſtance with th 
| Father, the very and eternal God 
that thou didſt take upon thee on 
frail Nature; that thou didft truy 
ſuffer, and wert crucified, dead an 
buried, to reconcile us to thy H 
ther, and to be a Sacrifice for Sin. 
Il believe, O Almighty Love, th 
| | acc 


1 


al 
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cording to the Types and he- 


es which went before of thee, and 


cording to thy own infallible Pre- 
ition, thou didſt by thy own Pow- 
riſe from the Dead the third Day, 
hat thou didſt aſcend into Heaven, 
at there thou ſitteſt on thy Throne 


f Glory, adored by Angels, and in- 


ceding for Sinners. 
believe, O Lord, that thou haſt 

ituted and ordained holy Myſte- 
xs as Pledges of thy Love, and for 
continual Commemoration of thy 


ththat thou haſt not only given 
y ſelf to die for me, but to be my | 


pritual Food and Suſtenance in 
at holy Sacrament to my great 
ndendleſs Comfort; O] may I fre- 
rently approach thy Altars with 
umility and Devotion] and work 
me all thoſe holy and heavenly 


fections, which become the Re- 


embrance of a cracified Saviour. 
believe, O Lord; that thou haſt 
ot abandon'd-me to the dim Light 


H- 5. of] 
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f my own Reaſon, to conduct me 
0 Rag ; but rhar thou hat 
in the holy Scriptures what. 
ver is neceſſary for me to belieyt 
nd practiſe, in order to my Eter. 
nal Salvation. 
O Truth! Eternal Truth! I amen 
irely ſatisfied in believing thy ho 
Vord, becauſe it came from thee why 
art infinitely Wile and Omniſcien 
and therefore canſt not be deceive; 
who art infinitely Geod, and then 
fore wilt not deceive thyCreaturg 
O how Noble and Excellent ut 
the Precepts! How Sublime and En 
lightning the Truths! How Perf 
five and Strong the Motives] Hoy 
Powerful the Aſſiſtances ofthat Ho- 
ly Religion, in which thou haſt in 
ſtructed me! My Delight ſhall be i 
thy Statutes, and I will not forget 
thy Word. tz 3 
believe, O bleſſed Maſter, its 
my greateſt Honour and Happineh 
to be thy Diſciple, how milcrabs 


In 


price: Bleſſed are the Sufferingg 
which are endured, happy is the 


kſting and unconceivable Torments 


the Evils of the Body ſo much ſhun- 


ned, and thoſe of the Soul ſo little 
regarded ? Why do I take fo much 


te ALTAR, 167 
nd blind are thoſe that live with} 
out God in the World, who deſpiſe 
the Light of thy Holy Faith]! Make 
me ready to part with all the Enjoy} 
ments of Lite, nay even Life it ſelf | 
rather than forfeit this Jewel of great 


1 
"To 


Death which is undergone for hea, 
renly and immortal Truth! 
believe thou haſt threatned ever- 


othoſe who hold the Truth in Un- 
ighteouſneſs, and who obey not the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. O juſt Puniſhmenr 
ofthoſe who do not love thee! 

But if I believe this fatal Doom, 
why am Inot afraid of it? Why are 


pains to avoid the ſhort and tranſito- 

y Evils of this Life, and ſo little pains 

o avoid thoſe which are Eternal? 
believe thou haſt prepared, O 


| H-6 Lord. 
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ord, for thoſe that love thee, eye. 
ſting Manſions of Glory ; if I be 
eve thee, O Eternal Happiness, 
why does any thing appear difficyl 
hat leads to thee? Why ſhould! 
mot willingly reſiſt unto Blood tg 
btain thee 2 why do the vain and 
px ag Enjoyments of. Lite tak; 
ſuch faſt. hold of me? O perithin 
Time! why doſt thou thus bewitc 
and deceive me? O Bleſſed Eta 

nity 1 when ſhalt thou be my Pos 
tion for ever? 1 


Als of Hope. 


| n God! in all my Danger, 

| F Temporal and Spiritual, | 
will hope inthee; who art Almigh 
ty Power, and therefore able to re 
lieve me; who art Infinite Good 
neſs, and therefore ready and wil 
ling to aſſiſt me ! 
| Greater is thy Mercy, O Bleſſed 
Jetus, than. my Wickedneſs; thy 
9 Goodnds 
" 


1 
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dneſs exceeds: the Number and 
einouſneſs of my Sins; greater 18 


ty Power, O God, than the Fury | 


f my Enemies; therefore when 
Fears preſs hardeſt upon me, I 
vill. put my Truſt and Confidence 
a thee. Ps 
0-precious Blood of my dear Re- 
emer | O-gaping Wounds of my 
mcified Saviour]! Who can con- 
emplate the Sufferings of God In- 
mate, and not raiſe his Hope, and 
ot put his truſt in them ? 
firmly hope, O my God, for the 
don of all my Sins, which I 


artily bewail and deteſt; I firmly 


ope to obtain the Vertues and 
naces of thy Holy Spirit, which 
am reſolved ſincerely to endeavour 


ter; I wait and expect thy Eternal | 


Slory, which ſhall always be the 
im of all my longing Deſires. 

What tho* my Body be crumbled: 

nto Duſt, and that Duſt blown 


ver the Face of the Earth, yet I| 


undoubt- 


——— — 2 
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undoubtedly know my Redeem 
lives, and ſhall raiſe me up ar 
laſt Day, : 
Whether I am comforted, or | 
deſolate; whether I enjoy Peace 
or am afflicted with Temptation; 
whether I am healthful or ſickly 
ſuccoured or abandoned by t 
good things of this Life ; I will 
ways hope in thee, O my chief 
infinite Good. 

Altho' the Fig: tree ſhall not bly 
ſom, neither {hall Fruit be in th 
Vines ; although the Labour oft 
Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields yiel 
no Meat; although the Flock th 
be cut off from the Fold, and ther 
ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls; ye 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy 


ſin the God of my Salvation. 


What tho' I mourn and am afflict 
ed here, and ſigh under the Miſeris 
of.this World tor a time, I am fur 


my Tears ſhall one Day be turned in 


to Joy, andthar Joy none {hall take 


am me. Likhaul 


4Y 


e Nl. 


WT | ſhould too much injure thy 
W:acity and thy Sufferings, O blel- 
aa Jeſus, if 1 had not a firm hope 
[fworking out my Salvation. 
Great is the Malice of the Powers 
f Darkneſs, and great is my own | 
eakneſs; but how much greater is 
hy Goodneſs and thy Might, O my 
gacious God! will therefore work 
ut my Salvation with Fear and 
rembling ; but as long as I live, 
| will hope in thy Mercy. 

O miſerable Wretch thatI am! If | 
Ibope, why do not my Endeavours 
aver my Hopes? If I hope to ob- 
tin the Grace of God to overcome 
my Follies, and to acquire all ne- 
Wccllary Vertues, why do I not la- 
bour to ſuch holy Purpoſes & 

Whoever hopes for great things 
In this World, takes pains to attain 
tem; How can my Hopes of E- 
eerlaſting Life be well grounded, if 
do not ſtrive and labour for that 
Eternal Inheritance? 
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the Love and Adoration of Immortal 


I will never refuſe the meaneſt I 
bours, while I look to receive fg 
glorious Wages ; L will never reping 
at any temporal Loſs, while I expeg 
to gain ſuch Eternal Rewards. 
Bleſſed Hope! be thou my chi 
Delight in Life, and then I hal 
be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, alway 
abounding inthe Work of the Lord: 
Be thou my Comfort and Suppoy 
at the Hour of Death, and then! 
ſhall contentedly leave this World 
as a Captive that is releaſed from h 
Impriſonment. 1 


As f Lo vr. 


X mighty and Everlaſting God 
chou art Infinite in all Excel 
lencies and Perfections, and there: 
fore art the moſt proper Object of 


Souls; Thou art infinite in Good. 
neſs and Loving-Kindneſs toward 
me, and therefore haſt the juſtel 


claim to my Heart. O in. 


n thee. 


7 
1 
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0 infinite Amiableneſs! When 
I love thee without Bounds, 
ihout Coldneſs or Interruption, 
ich, alas, ſo often ſeize me here 
dow ? Let me never ſuffer any 
ccatureto be thy Rival, or to ſhare 
y Heart with thee; Ter me have 
o other God, no other Loye, but 
aly thee. 5 
Whatever is amiable in the Crea- 
es, is derived from thee, and is 
o farther amiable, than it bears 
ome Impreſſion of thy Amiable-| 
ß; their Goodneſs is imperfect, 
d mix'd with much Evil, but 
bou only art perfectly Excellent; 
let the World never more have 
ace in my Heart! All my Affecti- 
ns I withdraw from that, to fix 
O dear Jeſus, who didſt love me to 
uch a degree, that thou wert pleaſed 
or my ſake to endure a painful and 
hameful Death; how is it poſſible 


an live without loving thee? 
O how 
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O how much is it the Grief of 
Heart, that my Love is ſo imperfe 
ſo little fix d upon the moſt deſeryi 
Object]! O when ſhall I love theet 
the utmoſt Capacity of a Creature 
and praile thee to all Eternity 
| How afflicting is it to me, nott 
love thee as much as I deſire! Al 
when ſhall J love thee with all 
Strength? When ſhall all carnal 
fections die in me, and all things 
longing to the Spirit, live and gr 
tin me? When ſhall I be willing 
lay down my Life for thee, who 
ſhed thy precious Blood for me! 
Grant, O God, that I may co 
rinually exerciſe upon Earth wh 
the bleſſed Saints practiſe with 
much Fervour in Heaven; the G 
ries and Pleaſures of that hap 
Region would be imperfect, if ti 
Flame of Love did not continual 
burn before thee. I 
| Whoever loves, deſires to ple 
the beloved Object; and accordin 


1 
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eue degree of Love is the Great- 
i of Deſire; make me, O God, di- 
ent and earneſt in pleaſing thee; 
et me chearfully diſcharge the moſt 
rinful and coſtly Duties; and for- 
ke Friends, Riches, Eaſe, and Life 

Mi lf, rather than diſobey thee. 
A Whoever loves, deſires the Wel- 
e and Happineſs of the beloved 
bject: But thou, O dear Jeſus, 
receive no Addition from my 
perfect Seryices; what ſhall Ido 
v expreſs my Affection towards 
? I will relieve the Neceſſities 
ny poorBrethren, who are Mem- 
of thy Body; for he that loveth 

ot his Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
o can he love God whom he hath 

not ſeen ? 

L will pray without ceaſing, and 
kriouſly meditate upon thy Pre- 
cepts; I will hear thy Word with 
Reyerence and Attention, and re- 
eie the holy Sacrament with Hu- 
nit and Devotion; for theſe are 
( — —— 
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the Methods thou haſt eſtabliſh'gq 
converſing with thee, of unitingusiſ 
thee, and are the only means when 

by I can enjoy thee here below. 
Alas! how is all my Time u 
profitable, my Labour loſt, my! 
ctions and Sufferings vain, whi 
they are not employed in thy 8 
vice, when they are not enduredfi 
the Love of thee my God? 
I will long for thy appearin 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe it yl 
transform me into thy Likeneſs, þ 
cauſe it will enter me into the 
{Enjoyment of thee, and uniteme 
thee for ever: The utmoſt Labot 
of all my Days is little enough, th 
Service of ny whole Life ihort 
nough, and no more than ſuflicien 
to ſecure this Eternal Inheritance 
O Crucified Jeſus, in whom | 
live, and without whom I die! mo! 
tifie in me all ſenſual Deſires, en 
flame my Heart with thy holy Lo 
chat I may no longer eſteem the he 
| 9 - nit6 
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ies of this World, but place my 
W/tions entirely on thee. 
let my laſt Breath, when my 

ul ſhall leave my Body, breathe 
ach Love to thee, my God: Ien-l 
erd into Life without acknowledg- 
po thee, let me therefore finith it 
145 thee; O let the laſt Act 
Life be Love! 


{ts of Conformity to the WIIIL 
Leſſed Will of God! how juſt 


of Go. 

r and upright art thou in all thy 
heterminations? How good and a- 
nable in all thy Diſpenſations? 
hey only love thee not, who know 
ee not, and they who know thee 
"Wot, how miſerable are they? 

WH What art thou, O Lord ? and 
bat am 1? Thou art all Wiſdom, 
Lam all Blindneſs and Ignorance: 
ſe thou for me, let thy holy 
Will be done in me and by me, be- 


1738 DEVOTIONS for 


[cauſe if I ſhou'd chuſe and will fe 
my ſelf, all would be Vanity, Raf 
neſs and Folly. 
Thou art a God infinite in Mercy 
and Loving-kindneſs, therefore wil 
order all things to my greateſt Ad 
vantage. Wo to me! when my Wi 
is not obedient and reſigned to th 
Bleſſed Will in every thing. 
O my God, thou canſt will n. 
thing but that which is truly good 
and I am capable of willing ever 
thing that is monſtrouſly evil; 
therefore renounce my own Wall | 
ſubmit to be intirely governed by 
thine. = Y 
The Deſigns of thy Mercy are i 
make me happy to all Eternity, and 
{my perverſe Inclinations run after 
{preſent Pleaſures, how contrary ſo- 
ever they may be to thy graciow| 
Purpoſes. It is therefore reaſonable 
O Lord, chat I thould diſtruſt my 
own Guidance, and that thy bleſled 
Will ſhould direct all my Ways. 


— 
. _—_— 


Holineb | 


| 
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Holineſs is the Path my God hath 
ed out to everlaſting Bliſs; 
ay thy holy Will be accompliſhed 
| me, and then I ſhall be ſanctified 
thy Grace in this World, and 
prified in the Enjoyment of thy 
in the next. "08 
Thy Will, O Bleſſed Jeſus, is 


mn Will does but too often prevail 
ea me to tranſgreſs thy holy 
ass, which therefore I deteſt and 
oer. Thy Will ſhall be my Rule, 
aue ir makes me dd every thing 


at is good. 

How true is it, O my Jeſus, that 
hon art my Lord and Maſter, m 
Umnipotent Sovereign? How fit 
d reaſonable therefore is it, that 
by Will in every thing ſhould be 
by Choice and Satisfaction? 
Conſider well, O my Soul, that 
pon two Wills depends either thy 
appineſs or thy Miſery; upon — | 
3 Wi 
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Will of God, thy Happineſs; upon 
thy own Will, thy Miſery : Conf 
der well to which thou chuſeſt t, 
unite thy ſelf, becauſe eternal Hay. 
pineſs and eternal Miſery are of too 
great Importance to be neglected, 

*Tis eaſie, O Lord, to ſubmit tt 
thy Will, when it is pleaſing and 
greeable to our Natures; but ce 
tainly it is no leſs our Duty wha 
thou thinkeſt fit to try us with Di 
ficulties, and to contradict the Ind 
nations of Fleſh and Blood. 

In all thy Sufferings, in thy pair 
ful Crucifixion and ſhameful Death, 
O my dear Jeſus, thou didſt entire 
ly reſign thy ſelf to the Will of thy 
Father. Shall I murmur againſt les 
Sufferings, which I have ſo mucl 
deſerved ? Shall I not quietly and 
patiently ſubmit to them? 

If I do not love thee, O my God, 
more than my ſelf, I am not worthy 
of thee ; If Ido not prefer thy Wil 
to my own, it is much to be feared 


1 do 


—— 
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v not love thee ; Oh my God, I 
Wil deny my ſelf to be made per- 
ct in Love. 

ry Will, O God, is thy bleſſed 
chey therefore, who refuſe to 
low thy Will, declare that thou 
ut not reign over them, that the. 
fire not the Knowledge of thy 
. It is thee I defire, O my 
Who, I renounce my own Will there- 
eto follow thine. 


of VIRTUE in relation to 
tie Paſſion of our Saviour. 


Hither has Love carried thee, 

O bleſſed Jeſus? even to 
e painful and ſhameful Death of 
croſs for my fake. O how im- 
fect is my Love, if Afflictions or 
goſſes are able to ſeparate me from 
ke ! or if I am not willing to en- 
re the greateſt Torments rather 
un forſake thee ? 38 


E 


82 Devorions for 
Thou wert, O Jeſus, ſo in Ly; 


with Sufferings for me, that rad 
than come down from the Crok 
thou didſt chuſe to expire upon i 
Miſerable Wretch that I am! He 
does my Fleih and Bloodſtart att 
very Appearance of a violent Dea 
tho” it might be neceſſary as af 
ſtimony of the Truth of my Af 
{Ction towards thee! x 
Thuy ſacred Head was crown 
with Thorns, and all thy By 
plowed with Scourges, but my 
and Follies added Sharpnelsto tha 
and pierced thee and wounded th 
more, than the Thorns and Scour 
themſelves. O] I grieve and h 
when I conſider my Iniquities dt 
upon thee all thy Sorrows ; tit 
| exquiſite Painsand Torments int 
Body] thoſe inexpreſſible Fears 
Anguith in thy Soul! 1 
] do for ever, O Lord, deteſta 
abjure thoſe Sins that were thy 149 
zentors, I will perſecute thoſe Hein 
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and Affections that crucified 
ke, I will fly from all Appearance 
F Evil. | 5 
s it poſſible not to love thee, O 
kiſſed Saviour, above all things, 
ho haſt delivered me from ſuch 
perious Maſters ? Is it poſſible to 
member that my Sins occaſioned 
thy Grief, and ever to Offend 
ee more ? . 1 
What does my Soul long for? 
tat is the Deſire of my Heart? 
t poſſible that empty frail Crea- 
only ſhould rejoice and delight 
ren divine Love diſplays it ſelf 
te bleeding Wounds of the fuf- 
ing Jeſus ? Mm 
Let the Fire of Divine Love burn 
hot in my Soul, never will 1 
nuch for any other Fewel to-nouriſh 
5 8's holy Flame, than thy Scourges 
athy Thorns, than thy Reed and | 
Oo ES. 
TY hy whole Life was ſpent in 
eig good, and ſo far from indul- 


— 4 - — — — 


12 ging 


184 DEVOTIONS for 


4 — — 


— Imonmtna — 3 — 


— 


r 
n * — * py ns 
r 
» * 


—— — 


———— —ͤ ERS 


- 7 
— 


— r 3 * : 
* r ˙ —˙ 2 
ꝶ— 


. — 
© es q 


es pas 
E ” 
— 


Head; and whoever frequents th 
Chriſtian Sacrifice, muſt be con 


value the Welfare of Mankind; þ 
thou didſt willingly embrace 
ſorts of Sufferings in order toy 


therefore for me to be always 
reſſing my ſelf with ſenſual Enjg 
ments, to be ſpending my Hy 


and Luxury, w 


unlike is this to that Exany 
thou haſt ſet before me, and 
that Diſpoſition of Mind thou! 


thoſe that conſider themſelves, a 
not thee; that love themſelves, a 
not thee, O my crucified Teh 


ging the Pleaſures of Senſe, th 
thou hadſt not where to lay thi 


vinced at what a rate thou did 


compliſh it. Th 
What Folly and Raſhneſs is 


in Jollity, in 998 , in It 

ich ought 0 
employed in doing good to ti 
Souls and Bodies of Men ! Ho 
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ou wert made perfect thro' Suf- 
Wings, and can I behold and love 
ich a bleſſed Pattern, and not de- 
e to ſuffer with thee, and to die 

07 thee? | 
Who can Fathom this Abyſs of 
vine Love? I am the Criminal, 
d thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, art cru- 
fed : What ought I not to have 
ifered, to have gained an Intereſt 
g thee ? And yet what haſt thou 
xt ſuffered to purchaſe ſuch : 
Metch as I am? Bn 
 Thave offended thee, and thou re 
oncileſt me with thy own Blood: 
occaſioned thy Death, and thou 
et me Life: Was there ever 
ny Love like that Love which my 
od and my God has ſhewed to- 
Wards me? I 
When I conſider thee, O dear Je- 
Is, what thou art in thy ſelf, anc 
hat thou art to me, I feel my ſelf 
ſtrained to love thee. Where 
ball I diſcover greater Excellencies 
h = = | NC 
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|Wretch ! what am I ? Nothing bi 


 [nity. It is reaſonable therefor 


cauſe thou art infinite Wiſdom. 


found among thoſe that love and o 


bey thee? When ſhall I be adorne 


and Perfections to raiſe my Adnil 
[ration £ Where ſhall I find great, 


Bounty and Goodneſs to engage n 
Affections? 


Adis of Humitity, 
YN My God! Thou art the et 


nal Source of all Excellenꝗ 
and Perfection; and J, mijſerahl 


poor Duſt and Aſhes, Folly and 


ſhould AE thee, becauſe thou at 
infinitely above me; that I ſhoul 
ſubmit to thee in all things, witho 
grudging, without murmuring, be 


if = —— —-— 
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Bleſſed Humility | When ſhall 
poſſeſs thee ? When ſhall I enjoy thit 
Tranquillity of Mind, which is on) 


Pp — — Xo — — 


with that Comelineſs and Beauty, 
which thou only canſt beſtow : 
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What have I, O Lord, whereof to 
ory ? If of my Body, it is nothing 

vile Clay moulded by thy Om- 
potent Hand, and muſt return to 
ottenneſs, and be the Food of 
orms ; If of my Mind, it is the 
cath of Life infuſed by thee, and 
my own Folly made full of Sin 


d Wickedneſs. I have gone aſtray] 


om the Womb, and in Sin did my 
ſother conceive me. | 


All the Good I poſſeſs comes from 
bee; if my outward Man has any 


& 


Alyantages above others, it is th 
et of thy Bounty; from whence 


roceeds Health and Strength, Beau- 


ty and Comelinels, and upon thy 
ill they depend, to be recalled at 
Moment; If my Mind has the lea 
Excellency it is thy Gift, who di 
endue me with Reaſon and Grace: 
All that is my own, is the abuſe o 
thy Favours; and whatever is ba 
in me, is properly mine. 

I am unworthy, O Lord, of al 
24 th 
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thy Gifts, by Reaſon of my Vilenef 
and Ingratitude; I do not defend 
the Air I breathe in, becauſe I had 
infected it as it were with noiſond 
Luſts; I do not deſerve the Bread] 
eat, becauſe my Table has become! 
Snare, and the good Creatures tha 
haſt given me for Refreſliment hay 
been abuſed to Luxury and Senſu 
lity. A, 2 
k 0 let me conſider what I am h 
Nature, frail and weak; what I a 
y Sin, odious and contemptiblei 
thy ſight: and let this Knowlech 
of my ſelf ſuppreſs and mortifie 4 
proud and vain Thoughts; let 4 
Senſe of my own Vilenefs and Ur 
worthineſs humble my ſelf as it 
were in Duſt and Aſhes. 
It is the ſincere deſire of my Soul, 
O bleſſed Jeſus! It is the firm choice 
of my Will to be rather a Door 
eeper in the Houſe of my God, thai 
o dwell in the Tents of Wickedneſs 
Iwill not place my Pleaſure and 
: Satisfaction 


a 
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aisfaction in the Praiſe of Men, 
beauſe it is an uncertain Breath of 
air, apt to ſwell me with Pride and 
Vanity, and is the Effect of Civility 
nd Charity, rather than of what 1 
&ſerve. I will, in all my Actions, 
andeayour to pleaſe thee, tho?” it be 
tended with Ignominy and Re- 
wach, and tho” thereby become 
tie Contempt of the Scornful. 

0 let me bear the Injuries and Af-| 
fonts of bad Men with Patience and 
Meekneſs, becauſe I have deſerved 
mch worſe Treatment from thee. 
Lame receive the Reproofs and Ad- 
onitions ofgood Men with Thank-| 

fulneſs, becauſe I ſtand ſo much in 
reed of them, and that they are ſo 
proper to correct my Follies. 
O let me never inſult over the 
Follies and Sins of my Fellow Chri- 
ans, becauſe I am liable to the 
me Temptations; let me pity and 
ompaſſionate their Misfortunes, be- 
we if I am not plung'd in the 
1 E Hare 
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ame Gulph of Miſery, it is wholly 
rae to thy Grace which has pre. 
ſery'd me, to thy Almighty Hand 
which has held me up. 
How didſt thou condeſcend, ( 
dear Jeſus, to be born in a Stable 
iro lead a Life deſtitute of all Com 
forts and Accommodations, to & 
upon a Croſs, and all this for th 
8 of thy ſinful Creatures, and 
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thall I think any Labour too grie 
vous, any Office too mean, where) 
I may be able to promote the Ten 
poral and Eternal Happineſs of n 
Neighbour? 

Without thee, O Jeſus, I can d 
nothing! Inſpire me with that Hu 
miliry which thou haſt taught by 
thy Precepts, and by thy own EN 
ample ; I will endeavour to imitate 
thy ſtate of Humiliation here upon 
Earth, that I may partake of those 
Glories thou now doſt poſſeſs at the 
right hand of thy Father. | 


Zu 
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Acis of ConTriTION. | 
| 
Moſt gracious God, who art 
the inexhauſtible Fountain o 
Goodneſs : who art only ami 
ble; how grievouſly have I of- 
ded thee 2 What return have 
mde for thoſe Graces and Fayours 


which thou haſt beſtowed upoi 
me ? What tribute have I paid t 


thine infinite Perfections? I wil 
&clare my Iniquity, and be ſorry 
for my Sins. 

Iwill repent, O my God, of my 
Sins as the greateſt of Evils; and 
the remembrance of them ſhall b 


more grievous and afflicting to me 
than that of any other Evil what 


vever ; for they are the Offence 


of a vile Creature againſt thee, th 


feat Creator, the chiefeſt and mo 


beſirable Good; wherefore I ab 


bor my ſelf and repent in Dult anc 


Ahes. 
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T can plead nothing, O Lord, to 
extenuate the Guilt of my Sins; II 
pught to have renounc'd every thing 
that is valuable in Life, nay even 
ife it ſelf, rather than to have of. 
ended thee, whoſe loving Kindneſs 
s better than Life: But I do noy 
oft heartily deteſt my Sins, be 
auſe they are diſpleaſing to thee, 
who art Infinite Goodneſs, and! 
urpoſe by the help of thy Grace 

ive better for the time to come. 
Thou haſt graciouſly declared, 
y chiefeſt Good, that a broke 
Spirit is a Sacrifice acceptable to 
thee ; that thou wilt not deſpile a 
broken and a contrite Heart. O my 
Heart, ler Grief and Sorrow rend 
[thee in Pieces, who haſt hitherto 
| ]Sacrificed thy ſelf to a vain and 
wicked World. 
If the Sorrow of this Vale of 
Tears could enter into the State off 
the Bleſſed, even in Heaven I wou 
lament the Offences committed a 
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the great Lordof Heaven and 
arth. But whilſt I am here below 
will turn unto thee, O Lord, with 
ceping and 1 and I will 
uſe the greateſt Sufferings rather 
an offend thee. 57 
| I love thee, O my God, and how 
much is it the Grief of my Soul that 
have not always loved thee ? that 
bare not always had a regard to 
by divine Precepts ? Oh that my 
cad were Waters, and my Eyes 
Fountain of Tears, that I might 
ep much, and love much, having 
ch to be forgiven. 1 
As my Love increaſes towards 
thee, O dear Jeſus, ſo much the 
more do I grieve for my Sins, which 
ue thee a Man of Sorrow and ac- 
quinted with Grief. And Iam fo 
mich the more reſolved by the help 
of thy Grace to abſtain from all| 
Lvil for the time to come; by how 


Do 


mich the more I rejoice in every 
ting that tends to thy Honour and 


vlory. _ _____ oo 
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Ohl For what empty Shadoye 

have I forfeited the Favour of the 
moſt High? For what trifling Vani. 
ties have I incurred the diſpleaſure 

of my beſt Benefactor? I have fin. 
ned, O Lord, I have ſinned againf 
Heaven and in thy Sight, and an 
no more worthy to be called thy 
Son: But I return with the Prod 
gal; O let thy Paternal Bowe 
yearn on me, and graciouſly receiy 


| 


me. 
_ } How can II behold thee, O Inj 
nite Goodnels and not love thee! 
How can I love thee and not griey 
for having offended thee ? And no 
deteſt my. Sins, and not reſolve t 
forſake them? Oh! may I alway 
ſincerely love thee, and then I {h 
always renounce and abhor ever 
| thing that is Evil. 
Ihe Torments of the damneda 
Juſtly the Objects of my Fear; and 
when I conſider that they are Eter 
nal, I tremble, O Lord, at thy jf 
al 
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pt Omnipotent Wrath provok d by 
y heinous Tranſgreſſions. But, Oh! 
t the Senſe of having offended in- 
fite Goodneſs be more grievous 
ud afflicting to me, than that of 
wy other Evil whatſoever. 
Bleſſed Jeſus! Haſt thou not re- 
zemed me from many and great 
ils? Haſt thou not heaped upon 
e abundant Teſtimonies of th 
hodneſs and Loving-kindneſs? And 
have not mine ben we increa- 
dover my Head and my Treſpaſ- 
65 grown unto the Heavens? But 
will break off my Sins by Righ- 
ouſneſs, and mine Iniquities by 
hewing Mercy to the Poor. 
Oh!] my God, I will lie down 
inShame, and Confuſion ſhall coyer 
me. The Meaſure of my Sorrow, 
all bear ſome Proportion to the 
Heinouſnefs of my Sins. I will keep 
nder my Body and bring it into 
Subjection. I will avoid all freſh 
Occaſions of Backſliding. I will o- 
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ey thee in all things, and ſuſſet 
vith Patience, whatever Puniſhment 
hou ſhalt think fit to inflict upon 


me: Happy, infinitely happy]! 


upon any Terms I can procure thy 


Love and Fayour. 
O heavenly Father, for thine on 


infinite Mercies ſake, for thy Tru 
and Promiſe ſake, for all the Meng 


and Sufferings of the Son of th 
Love, in whom thou art always w 
pleaſed, pardon all my Sins and Fal 


8 receive me into thy Favor 
men, O Lord God, Amen, Anu 


o 


Acts of PIs. 
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INRaile the Lord. O my Soul, 
for it is a good thing to fin 


Fraiſes unto our God, O ſing Praiſe 


unto his Name, for it is loyely 
Thy Name, O Lord, endureth f 
ever, ſo doth thy Memorial, O Lord 
from one Generation to another 
As long as I live, I will praiſe ths 
70 | 1 Lo 
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rd, as long as I have any Being, 
fill ſing Praiſes unto my God. 
To thee, O Lord, belongeth 
eatneſs, and Power, and Glory, 
id Victory, and Majeſty : For all 
ut is in the Heaven and in the Earth 
thine, thine is the Kingdom, O 
id, and thou art exalted as Head 
ye all. Bleſſed and praiſed be 
Holy Name, O Lord God, for 
er and for ever. | 2 
Thou art the Everlaſting and E- 
al King, before the Mountains 
ee brought forth or ever thou 


t formed the Earth and the 


old, from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
thou art God. I will truſt in the 
ord for ever, for in the Lord Je- 
wah is everlaſting Strength. | 
Thou art, OLord, the ſame, yeſter- 
yy, to day, and for ever, and thy 
ears fail not. Thy Goodnels, thy 
over, thy Wiſdom, and thy Righ- 


toulneſs endure for ever, with thee | 


no Variableneſs nor Shadow of 


ing 


| 
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turning. The Council of the Lon 
ſtandeth for ever, and the Thoughy 
of his Heart to all Generations 
The wicked therefore mult feel th 
Power of thy Wrath, the Weight 
of thy Almighty Arm, and thoy 
wilt give Grace and Glory, ay 
withold no good thing from tha 
that live a godly Life. 
Praiſed be thy Being which Kno 
no Bounds or Limits, but dot 
| {ſpread and diffuſe it ſelf every wa 
beyond the Capacity of our thally 
Imagination. The darkeſt Come 
and the moſt private Receſſes canndt 
eexclude thy Preſence. W hither ſhal 
I go from thy Spirit? Or whithe 
ſhall I flee from thy Preſence ? Cu 
any hide himſelf in Secret that tho 
ſhalt not ſee him, who filleſt Ha 
ven and Earth ? 5 
Thou art an Almighty God, | 
any thing too hard for thee ? The 
Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed it, wiv 
ſhall diſannul it? Thou art able u 
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ke good all thy Promiſes, and none 


jy Power. Who can reſiſt the De- 


hey only are ſecure of a ſafe Re- 
ge, who abide under the Shadow 


the Almighty. 


eucheth the Hearts of all the Chil- 
ten of Men; there is not a Word 
n the Tongue, but thou knoweſt 
it together, thine Eyes are 3 
the ways of Man, and thou ſeeſt all 
tis Goings. There is no Darkneſs 


Love and Fear thee, for thou know- 
lt, and canſt reward their Services. 
ll their Streights, for thy Ear is 
pen to their Cry. And let every 
dne tow are for that dreadful Tri- 


| brought. 
_ 


kn ſtay thy Hand. Thou canſt in- 
ict the greateſt Puniſhments upon 
the wicked, and none can withſtand} 


Wction which the Lord ſends 2). 
„5 
praiſed be the Lord, who only 
where the Workers of Iniquity can 
Whide themſelves. Let all the Earth 


Let the Faithful call upon thee in 


where every Thought ſhall be 


| 


| 


2 
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brought into Judgment. God j 
greater than our Hearts and knoy. 
eth all things. 
Oh! Lord, how manifold x 
thy Works, in Wiſdom haſt tho 
made them all ; thou haſt framed 
things in Number, Weight, 
Meaſure, and governeſt them w 
the beſt Order and greateſt Harm 
ny. Thou chuſeſt what is belt for u 
and preſcribeſt the beſt means f 
the Advancement of our Happin 
But that Wiſdom can never be ſy 
ſciently praiſed, which is manifeſt 
in theſtupendous Myſtery of Man 
Redemption, where all the Divin 
Attributes ſhined with the greate 
Luſtre. Which to them that perili 
is fooliſhneſs, but to them that ar 
ſaved the Power of God, and the 
Wiſdom of God. Happy is the Mat 
that findeth this Wiſdom, that get- 
teth this Underſtanding. 
Praiſed be thy Name who keepel 


Truth for ever, who wilt not ut 


ö 


Nature, to the Perfection of thy 
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thy faithfulneſs to fail, nor alter 
ge thing that is gone out of thy 
Mouth. Heaven and Earth ſhall 
b away, but thy Words ſhall not 
5 away till all things be fulfilled. 
Thou art a God of Truth without 
hiquity and Deceit ; no deceitful 
Ferton ſhall reſt upon thy Holy 
ll, he that telleth lies 1hall not 
ary in thy ſight. Ny 
The Lord is righteous in all his 
Ways, and Holy in all his Works. 
fe will not clear the Guilty, nor 
ret the Perſons of Men, but re- 
yadeth every Man according t 
bs Work. Tribulation and Anguil] 
hall be the Portion of every So 
that loveth Evil; but Glory, Ho- 
nour, and Peace, ſhall be to ever 
Man that worketh Good. F 
Thou art a Holy God, and o 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, 
and haſt no Pleaſure in Wickednels. 
It is contrary to the Purity of thy 
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Laws, and to thoſe Pleaſures which 
are at thy right Hand for evermon 
Let us therefore put on the Ney 
Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs; 
let us purifie our ſelves as God i 
pure, for without Holineſs no Ma 
hall ſee the Lord. 5 
Praiſed be the Lord, for his gra 
Goodneſs which is extended to al 
his Creatures, and for the Wonder 
which he doth for the Children 
Men. Whatever appears good i 
he beſt of thy Creatures is det 
ved from thee, the Earth is full o 
hy Goodneis, and nothing is hid 
rom the Influence of it. Thou load 
tus with thy Bleſſings, that thou 
nayeſt engage us to returns of Love 
nd Gratitude ; and if we are bound 


E e 
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an Fetters, and held in the Cords 


f Afflictions, it is that we may {ce 
ur Tranſgreſſions and turn from 
ur Iniquities, and {till thou watt 
{t. to be gracious. Oh! that Men 
29 1 - would 
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could praiſe the Lord for his Good- 
s, and declare the Wonders that! 
-doth for the Children of Men. 


PRAYER Which may be uſed 
at any timèe in the Week be- 
fore the Sunday or Holy-day 
on which we deſign to com- 
municate, and which may 
properly be annex'd to our 
Morning Devotions at ſuch 
—_— | 


OST Gracious and Mercifu 
| God, who haſt by thy Mini- 
er given me an Invitation to th 
leavenly Feaſt, grant me Grace t 
( 


proach thy holy Myſteries witt 
penitential Preparation, and with 
Heart fully diſpoſed to ſerve and o- 
ey thee all the Days of my Life. 

Enable me, O my God, I moſt 
lumbly befeech thee, to examine 
te ſtate of my own Mind, to com- 


2 
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pare my Actions with the Rule g 
thy Laws, that. nothing contrary 


thy holy Will may ever find a ſet 


led Abode in my Soul; thou knoy 
all that Load of Impiety andGui 
under which I lic, help me then 


fore {o impartially to judge and con 


demn my ſelf, fo humbly to rep 
and beg Pardon, that I may not 
condemned at thy dreadful Triby 


nal: But alas! after the moſt ſtri 


Examination we can make, who 
number his Impieties? who cant 
how oft he offendeth? Cleanſe 
herefore, O Lord, from my fecte 
Faults, which in general I renounc 
and bewail. 
O my God, who alone canſt or 
der the unruly Wills and Affection 
of ſinful Men, be pleaſed to chang 
my Heart into an intire Love 0 
hee, that I may be unfeignedly for 
ry for having offended thee, who 
art infinite Goodneſs; that with 1 


broken and contrite Heart I maj 


grieſe 


—— 
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eye and mourn, and repent for 
my. former Sins, and may forever 
lake them, and for the future 
Wally purpoſe toleadanewLife,| 
may renew my Baptiſmal 
lar, and hereafter live as a {worn 
ary to thy Love. 
0 heavenly” Father, ſettle in my 
w 2 lively Faith in thy Mercy 
Wm Chrift, a ſtedfaſt Belief of all 
Love to Sinners, and an affe- 
mate Reliance on the Merits and 
Ration of thy crucified Son; off 
ring accepted in the Beloved, 
tom I will ever adore and 
T 
0 my crucified God, thou Sove- 
1 Inflamative of Love, let the 
membrance of thy Death ſet all 
Powers of my Soul on work, that 
ay deſire and pant after thee, 
may admire and adore thee, | 
t I may take heavenly Delight 
b gracious Preſence, that with 
ue and Thankſgiving I may re- 
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ceive thee into my Heart, and x! 
. harm thee with pious Dif 
poſitions, and devout Affections. 

1 ſee, O bleſſed Jeſus, in the Me 
morial of thy Sufferings, how tho 
didſt forgive me, and didſt love m 
when I was thy Enemy; given 
Grace to love my Neighbour, a 
to be in Charity with all Men; 
forgive all my Enemies, and to 
at Peace with all the World, as 
deſire to be loved, and forgiven, a 
to be at Peace with thee. Alltk 
have any way injured me I fred 
forgive for thy ſake, O Lord; 1 
if I have wronged or injured n 
| Neighbour, give me Grace to b 
his Pardon; and, as I have Oppo 
| tunity, to make him Satisfactiona 
Reſtitution according to my Powe 
Whenever I ſee any of thy pa 
| Members Hungry, or Naked, 
in Diſtreſs, let the Remembrance 
thy Love in dying for me eng 
me to contribute all I can 1 
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gelief; may they ever liberally par- 
ke of what I enjoy, ſince thou 
et ſo liberal of thy ineſtimable 
MOOG for me. | 2 

Thus prepared, O Lord, let me 
Woroach thy holy Table, and ſo 
che Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus 
it, and drink his Blood, that 
y ſinful Body may be made clean 
bis Body, and my Soul waſh d 
1 his moſt precious Blood, that 
my evermore dwell in him, and 


in me. Amen. 


PRAYER zn ous Retirement 
after we are returned home 
fromthe Lord's Table,which 
nay be added to our Evening 


Devatious. 


acknowledge, O Lord, my God! 
with all Thankfulneſs of Hearr, 
7 grcat Mercy and Goodneſs com- 
naucated ro me this Day, in gi- 

K 2 ving 
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e eee bak” 


[whereby thou doſt incline me hun 


his Death and Paſſion. 
ſof thy Miniſters; and being influe 


vited, refuſe to come? How mar 


ving me an Opportunity of 2 
roaching thy holy Table, and ir 
diſpoſing my Mind to commemorate 
the infinite Love of my ctucifedlll, 
Saviour, to render him J hanks and 
Praiſe for laying down his Life a 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the Won 
and to repreſent unto thee that & 
icrifice,as a full Satisfaction for then 


bly to hope for all the Benefits 


How many, O Lord, turn ad 
Ear to all the preſſing Exhortatia 


ced by the Cares, and Riches, at 
Pleaſures of Life, when they are i 


ious and devout Souls are deprive 
of the bleſſed Advantage of t 
higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act of R 
ligion ? and how'many fincere al 
faithful Chriſtians are oppreſſed vi 
Scruples , dejected with Fear 
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ike of the holy Myſteries? 

MM What Thanks therefore, moſt 
MW:icious God, can I return fog 


thy divine Majeſty, for impreſſin 
Senſe of my Duty upon my Mind, 
nd for that Strength and Power 
hereby thou haſt in ſome Mea 
br enabled ine to perform it? 
il praiſe and magnifie thy great 
ud glorious Name, and I will en- 
ly devote my ſelf to thy Service 
s long as I have any Being. 
dleſſed be thy Name for thoſe 
felt Supplies of Grace I have re 
rived at thy Altar, grant that they 
wy make me run the way of as 


* 


ommandments with Delight an 
Pleaſure; that I may never any 
bore faint or droop, or tire in my 
Duty. | 
Heſed be thy Name for thoſq. 
omfortable Aſſurances thou haſt gi- 
en me of Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
erthis thy * 
3 b 
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jon my Guard, that I may watch o 


Peace and Quiet thou haſt reſtar 


rous, and conſtant, andler net 


and diſcompoſe my Mind. 
Bleſſed be thy Name for th 


the Enjoyments of Senſe appe 


be a perpetual Obligation to Lox 
and Gratitude. Let it put me yy 


ver all my ways, and do alyay 
that which is well pleaſing in th 
ſight. 

Bleſſed be thy Name for th 


to my Soul; for thoſe Reſolution 
thou hait wronght in me to perk 
vere in thy Service to the end 
my Days; make them firm, vio 


any ſinful Paſſions any more nl 


Reliſh thou haft given me of ff 
ritual Delights ; that Deſire of pc 
ſeſſing the eternal Inheritance; l 


mean and contemptible, and let n 
the Pleaſures of the World an 
more prevail upon me to tranlgri 


thy holy Laws. 


Grail 
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© Grant, O Lord, that I may walk 
rorthy of theſe thy diftinguiſhing 
Mercies, and live as becomes the- 
ecdeemed of the Lord. Without 
bee, O bleſſed Jeſus, I can do no- 
ting; without thee who art the 
m of Righteouſneſs I ſhall walk 
u Darkneſs; without thee who art 
lt: Phyſician of Souls I ſhall lan- 
im and die; without thee who 
ut the Joy of all devout Minds, 
] al conſume my Days away in 
Gineſs. Remain therefore, O Lord, 
al abide with me for ever, I ſhall 
ten be enabled to do thy Will in 
this Life, and thereby be qualified 
to partake of thy Glories to all E- 
py in the next. Amen, Amen, 


K 4 Liuce 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
[ 


212 DEVOTIONS for 


Since it is poſſible this little Treg 
Tie may fall into Hands that na 
be deſtitute of Helps for Famil 
Devotion, I have added a Myry 
ing and Evening Prayer for fu 
Occaſions. 


A MoRNNC-PRAVER for @ Fami 


Eternal God, Creator an 
Preſerver of all Mankind, Gi 

ver of all ſpiritual Grace, the Ay 
thor of eycrlaſting Life; we this 
unworthy Servants entirely defut 
to praiſe thy Name for all the Ex 
preſſions of thy Bounty towards u 
We give thee Thanks that thou hall 
preſerved us from many and grea 
Dangers wherewith we have bec 
encompaſſed, that thou hait brought 
us ſafe to the Light of this Day 
and that thou haſt refreſhed 
the paſt Night with quiet Reiß 
and Sleep: But above all, bleſſ 
be thy Love that gave thy Son 
: | f0 


n 


o die for our Sins, to put us 
in a Way of being happy, if we 
would obey thee. And after all our 


\ 


ilful Refuſals of thy Grace ſtill 
uth Patience with us, and haſt ad- 


d this one Day more to all we 
re miſpent already, to fee if we 
ill finiſh the Work thou haſt ſet 
to do, and fit our ſelves for eter- 
R 
pardon, good Lord, all our for- 
er Sins, and all our Abuſes of thy 
ubearance and Long ſuffering, for 
ich we are now ory at our 
arts; give us Grace to lead more 
dy Lives, and to be more careful 
improving all future Opportuni- 
es: Make thy ſelf preſent to our 
linds, and let thy Love and thy 
ar rule in our Souls in all thole 
aces and Companies, where our 


Iccafions ſhall lead us this Day. 


Keep us chaſte in all our Thoughts, 
temperate in all our Enjoyments, 
umble in all our Opinions of our 


| lelxes, 


; 
: 
: 
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 flelves, charitable in all our Speeches 
f others, meek and peaceable un. 
er all Provocations , ſincere and 
aithful in all our Profeſſions, and 
o juſt and upright in all our Deal 
ings, that no Neceſſity may force 
nor Opportunity in any kind allur 
us to defraud or go beyond « 
Neighbours. When thou beſtowel 
Good on others, let us not envy but 
Irejoice in it, and when thou addef 
any to our ſelves, let us own thy 
Mercy and humbly thank th 
for it. | 
Alford us convenient Supplies i 
all our reaſonable Neceſſities, ant 
rotect us againſt the Approach o 
Dangers: Make us diligent in 
our Affairs, and give ſuch Suc: 
els to all our lawful Endeavour, 
thou ſeeſt moſt expedient for us; 
each us contentedly to ſubmit and 
ot to repine at any thing that hap: 
ens by the Allotment of thy wile 
rovidence. = 


n 2. 
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nn all our paſſage through this 
yorld and our manifold Concerns in 
| 1 ſuffer not our Hearts to be too 
uch ſer upon it; but always fix 
ar Eyes upon the bleſſed Hope, that 
ve go along we may make all 
tk things of this World miniſter 
v it and be careful above all things 
it our Souls for that pure and 
perfect Bliſs, which thou haſt pre- 
wed for all that love and fear thee, 
n the Glories of thy Kingdom. 
Give thy Grace, moſt merciful 
„d, to all the World, and let all 
o are redeemed by the Blood of 
y Son, acknowledge thee to be the 
Lord, and become his Worſhippers 
md faithful Servants. Make all 
hriſtians conſcientious Practicers 
that Holineſs they profeſs; and 
ove all inſpire them with uniting 
Finciples and charitable Hearts, 
at by their loving one another, 
8 thou haſt loved us, all the World| 
wy know they are thy . Diſciples; 
| 6 -- 
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et all Goyernours rule with Wi. 
om and Juſtice, and Subjects obey 
ith Love and Chearfulneſs. Le 
he Prieſts of the Lord be cxempla. 
y in their Lives, and diſcreet and 
_-_ in their Labours, having ; 
molt compaſſionate Love of Souj; 
and ler the People be humble ad 
tractable, moſt deſirous to hearken 
and fully bent to follow wiſe In 
ſtructions. Relieve the afflicted an 
thoſe that are in want, aſſiſt then 
contentedly to depend on thee 
Raiſe Friends to the Widows and 
Fatherleſs, the Priſoners and Ca 
tives, and all that groan under an 
Oppreſſion. Give Repentance, Pati 
ence and Reſignation to all that li 
upon Beds of Sickneſs, and ea 
when thou ſeeſt it convenient f 
them. Speak Peace to troubledCon 
ſciences, by. delivering them fron 
their cauſeleſs Scruples, and by 
making them conſtant in the I 


Eri pn 
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ctice of Holineſs. Bleſs all ou 
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friends, who are eſpecially endear- 
dro us by their Kindneſſes, all our 
Relations according to the Fleſh, all 
thar particularly pray for us, 7 
e our Prayers. Teach us all to 
0 what thou approveſt, and then 
nt us whatſoever is asked. 
prevent us in all our Actions, 
mrd us againſt all Dangers, re- 
re us in all Streights, and grant 
* we may always make thee our 
mfidence, and take all things well 
tt thou ordereſt for us; ſhorten; 
bu Sorrows, and deliver us from 
our Sins, and fit us all for that 
tal Kingdom which thou haſt 
repared for us, for Jeſus's Sake, in| 
hoſe holy Name and Words we 
her pray unto thee. „ 
Our Father, &c. 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
briſt, the Love of God, the Fel- 
Whip of the Holy Ghoſt be with 
5 this Day and for evermore. 


men, Th 
An 


\ 
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An EveNING-PRAYER for a Family 


; Lmighty God, Father of o 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of 
all things, Judge of all Men: W. 
acknowledge and bewail our mani 
fold Sins and Wickedneſs, which 
we from time to time moſt orie- 
youſly have committed by Thought 
Word and Deed againſt thy Divine 
Majeſty, provoking moſt juſtly th 
Wrath and Indignation againſt u; 
we do earneſtly repent, and are hea: 
tily ſorry for theſe our Miſdoing; 
and the Remembrance of them is 
grie vous unto us. 

Have Mercy upon us, O Lord, 
after thy great Goodneſs, according 
to the Multitude of thy Mercies do 
away our Offences ; Waſh us tho- 
roughly from our Wickedneſs, and 
cleanſe us from our Sins; create and 
make in us new and contrite Hearts 
that we worthily lamenting our 

TI Yo 
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wt Follies, and acknowledging our 
Wretchedneſs,. may obtain of thee, 
the God of all Mercy, 7 Re- 
viſion and Forgiveneſs: F 
| Grant us, O Lord, the Aſſiſtance 
thy Holy Spirit, that for the time 
come, we may think and do ſuch 
lings as be rightful; that we who 
mot do any thing that is good 
thout chee, may by thee be en- 
led to live according to thy Will; 
ut thy Grace may always ſo pre- 
ent and follow us, as to make us 
minually to be given to all good 
aks. And thou, O God, who 
koweſt ns to be ſet in the midſt 
flo many and great Dangers, that 
7 Reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 
e we cannot always ſtand up- 
pit; grant to us ſuch Strength 
id Protection as may fupport us 


0- 
aal Dangers, and carry us thro? 
| Temptations. 


Help us, O Lord, to withſtand 
e Aſſaults of the Enemies of our 
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Salvation, the World, the Fleſh an, 
the Devil, and with pure Heart; 
and Minds to follow thee the onl 
God. Graft in our Souls the Loye 
of thy Name, increaſe in us tru 
Religion, nouriſh us with all Good 
neſs, and of thy great Mercy key 
us in the ſame. And thou, O Ga 
whole never failing Providence or 
dereth all things both in Heayer 
and Earth; put from us, we be 
ſeech thee, all hurtful things, an 
= us thoſe things which are pr 
fitable for us: And ſince tis th 
alone canſt order the unruly Will 
and Affections of ſinful Men, gran 
that we may love the things whid 
thou commandeſt, and deſire tha 
which thou. doſt promiſe, that i 
among the ſundry and manifol 
Changes of the World, our Heart 
may ſurely there be fix'd, wher 
true Joys are to be found. Diſpok 
us by. all the Means of Grace wt 
enjoy, to attain that everlaſting Si 
; 7ATIOL 
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tion thou haſt promiſed; that w 
May both perceive and know thoſe 
tings which we ought to do, an 
Wy have Grace and Power faith- 
july to fulfil the fame. 
Teach us, O Lord, ſo to num- 
r our Days, that we may appl. 
Hearts _ Wiſdom ; Ty — 
* neither the Splendour of any 
ing that is great, nor the Con- 
r of any thing that is good in us, 
wy any way withdraw our Eyes 
um looking upon our ſelves as ſin- 
Duſt and Aſhes, but that we may 
rl forward towards the Prize 
the high Calling that is before 
cons, with Faith and Patience, with 
u8Wiuniliry and Meekneſs, with Mor- 
cation and Self-denial, with Cha- 
ty and conſtant Perſeverance to the 
wad; that ſo when we ſhall depart 
ISLife we may ſleep in the Lord, 
Wd at the General Reſurrection in| - 
e laſt Day may be found accept-| 
ade in thy Sight, and * that 
Ble 
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Bleſſing which thy beloved Son ſha 
then confer upon all thoſe thattrylj 
love and fear thee. 

Charge thy holy Providence, ( 
Lord, we humbly beſeech thee, wit 
us this Night, and by thy great Me 
cy defend us from all the Perils a 
e of it. Keep us both out 
wardly in our Bodies, and inward) 
in our Souls, that we may be d 
fended from all Adverſities that m 
happen to the Body, and from alle 
[Thoughts that may aſſault and ia 
the Soul. 1 
Extend thy Goodneſs, O Lord 
the whole Race of Mankind; har 
Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Ini 
dels and Hereticks; take from the! 
all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart 
and Contempt of thy Word; and 
fetch them home to thy Flock, th 
they may be ſaved among the Ren 
nant of the true Iaelites. Gran 
unto all them that are admitted int 
the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Relig ; 

| th⸗ 
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hat they may eſchew thoſe things 
bat are contrary to their Profeſſion, 
nd follow all ſuch things as are a- 
geeable to the ſame. Let thy con- 
tual Pity cleanſe and defend thy 
urch, and becauſe it cannot con- 
nue in Safety without thy Succour, 
reſerve it evermore by thy Help 
ad Goodneſs. Bleſs all our Gover- 
ours bot h in Church and State, that 
u their ſeveral Stations they may be 
ſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory 
nd the publick Good. We make 
vir n Supplications to thee 
br all our Benefactors, Friends and 
Relations, and alſo for our very E- 
Wicwies ; let thy Fatherly Hand be 
yer over them, let thy Holy Spirit 


Y Word, that in the end they may 

obtain everlaſting Life. Look with 
n Eye of Pity and Compaſſion up- 
e all thoſe who are any ways affli- 
Wiicd in Mind R Body „ or Eſtate ; 
== EO, 9 


de eyer with them, and fo lead tem 
W the Knowledge and Obedience of 
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happy Iſſue out of all their Aj 


God, for our ſelves and others, f 


holy Name for all thy Goodneſsa 
loving Kindneſs to us, and to | 


for the Preſervation of us this D. 


for the Comforts and Convenience 


' 


But above all, we laud and magnifi 
and adore thy Goodnels, in the Re 


both God and Man; who did hum 
ble himſelf even to the Death upor 


us the Children of God, and cxa 


give them Patience under all the; 
Sufferings, and in thy due time 


—_—. 
And as we pray unto thee, ( 


we deſire to bleſs and praile th 


Men. Wegive thee hearty Tha 


paſt, and the reſt of our Lives frog 
innumerableAccidents and Dange: 


as well as the Neceſſaries of Like 


demption of the World by the Deal 
and Paſſion of our Saviour Chrilt 


the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners 
who lay in Darkneſs and in the Sha 
dow of Death, that he might mak 


ei 
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5 to everlaſting Li 
yexpreſs our Thankfulneſs by ſub- 
hitting our ſelves entirely to his 
y Will and Pleaſure, and by ſtu- 
ing to ſerve him in true Holineſs 
Righteouſneſs all the Days off 
Life. Accept, O Lord, of theſe 
Prayers and Praiſes, in and tho 
wh the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
ir Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
ho has taught us, when we pray, 


ly, 
Our Father, & 
4 1 
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Teach us 
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